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Week Ending Friday, November 6, 1992 


Statement on Signing the 
Intelligence Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 1993 


October 24, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 5095, 
the “Intelligence Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 1993.” The Act authorizes appropria- 
tions for the intelligence and intelligence-re- 
lated activities of the United States during 
fiscal year 1993. 

Title VII of the Act, separately entitled the 
“Intelligence Organization Act of 1992,” 
amends the 1947 National Security Act with 
respect to the organization of the Intel- 
ligence Community and the responsibilities 
and authorities of both the Director of 
Central Intelligence and the Secretary of De- 
fense. The title allows for further organiza- 
tional changes, while establishing a legislative 
framework that accurately reflects the exist- 
ing relationships between elements of the In- 
telligence Community. 

I am pleased that title VII preserves the 
authority and flexibility that the President 
must have to organize the Intelligence Com- 
munity to conduct effectively U.S. intel- 
ligence activities in the post cold-war world. 
Specifically, title VII preserves the authority 
of the President to create, abolish, or reorga- 
nize the Department of Defense intelligence 
elements, and the authority of the Secretary 
of Defense under the President to determine 
which of these elements will execute Depart- 
ment of Defense intelligence functions. In 
this, title VII is consistent with Executive 
Order No. 12333. “United States Intel- 
ligence Activities,” dated December 4, 1981, 
which remains in force. 

I note that title VII also provides that the 
positions of Director and Deputy Director 
of Central Intelligence may not simulta- 
neously be occupied by commissioned offi- 
cers of the Armed Forces. Although this pro- 
vision is a restatement of current law, it fails 
to recognize that the Appointments Clause 


of the Constitution gives the President the 
sole power to nominate Federal officers 
whose appointments are subject to the advice 
and consent of the Senate. Under that 
Clause, neither the Senate nor the Congress 
as a whole has any role in choosing the per- 
son who will be nominated for appcintment, 
such as by specifying certain qualifications 
in legislation. I will accordingly treat this pro- 
vision as advisory rather than mandatory. 


George Bush 


Note: H.R. 5095, approved October 24, was 
assigned Public Law No. 102-496. This state- 
ment follows the text as released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary at the White House 
on October 25. This item was not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate 


issue. 


Remarks to the Community in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan 
October 29, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
May I start by paying my respects and giving 
my profound thanks to Gerald R. Ford: A 
great President, a wonderful friend, and a 
terrific guy. You guys are fired up. Of course, 
I am very proud that John Engler is running 
our campaign. I believe I’ve learned a lesson 
for John. A couple of years ago, the pollsters, 
the media—if you'll excuse the 
expression 

Audience members: Boo-o-o! 

The President. No, no, wait a minute. No, 
they said he had no chance, that he was 10 
points back a night before the election. And 
here he is, Governor of Michigan. And he’s 
a great Governor. 

May I also thank Bruce Willis who is with 
us. I’ll tell you, and you know, everywhere 
I go, everywhere I go I see signs — 
“Clean House!” Why don’t you help by send- 
ing Pete Huckster to the United States Con- 
gress. There’s one right there. 
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I’m delighted to be here with your party 
leaders: Chuck Yob, Dick and Betsy DeVos, 
Dave Doyle. We have a great team going, 
and let me just say this: Michigan is abso- 
lutely essential. We must, and we will, win 
the State of Michigan. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. May | also just ask for a 
minute. I’d like to just say a word about a 
man who is not well today, the great Con- 
gressman Paul Henry. As many of you know, 
he’s in the hospital recovering from surgery. 
Barbara and I just wish him a speedy recov- 
ery, joining all who love him in that regard. 
And our prayers are with the entire Henry 
family. 

Now on to the election. The choice before 
the American people is a vast difference on 
experience, philosophy, and yes, character. 
Character matters. I heard Bruce Willis 
clicking off some of this, but let me just re- 
mind you, for 11 months Governor Clinton 
and the rest of the liberal Democrats have 
been running around saying what’s wrong 
with my record. Let me just tell you briefly 
about his record. It is terrible. So you won't 
like it, but here it is. 

They are 50th in environmental quality; 
50th in percentage of adults with a college 
degree; 50th in per capita spending on crimi- 
nal justice; 49th on police protection; 48th 
in percentage of adults with a high school 
oF ate 48th in spending for corrections; 
46th on teachers’ salaries; and 45th in the 
overall well-being of children. And in the de- 
bate the other night he says, “I want to do 
for America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
No way! No way! 

The President. He brags on the fact that 
last year, one year, they led the Nation in 
jobs created. That was the year he was out 
of the State for 85 percent of the time. And 
for 10 years, for 10 years they were 30 per- 
cent of the national average. We need some- 
body that’s going to stimulate investment in 
small business, not tax and spend some more. 

Governor Clinton—all they do is talk 
about change, change, change, change. Now, 
here’s his idea of change: $150 billion in new 
taxes, $220 billion in new spending, trickle- 
down Government, numbers that don’t add 
up, and a middle class—let me tell you this, 
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if these guys come in, watch your wallet. 
They’re going after the taxpayer. And that 
deficit will explode. It will blow up right in 
your face. 

The last time we had a liberal Democrat 
in the White House and a Democrat control- 
ling the Congress, do you remember how 
things were? We got change, all right. We 
got interest rates at 21 percent. We got infla- 
tion at 15 percent. And we got a “misery 
index” of 20. We do not need that kind of 
change. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Change is all you'll have 
in your pocket if you put that guy into the 
White House. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Now, here’s the bad news 
for Clinton and the Ozone Man. Here it is. 
You know who I mean by the Ozone Man. 
I'll tell you why I call—he and Governor 
Clinton, Ozone and Clinton—{laughter|— 
they want to put CAFE standards—that’s the 
fuel efficiency standards—at 40 to 45 miles 
per gallon on the auto industry. That will 
throw a lot of Grand Rapids and other people 
out of work. And we're not going to let it 
happen. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. But the bad news for them 
is this. The bad news for them is there was 
very good news for this country 2 days ago. 
And they hate it. They hate it. The only way 
they can win is to convince America we're 
in a recession. We had growth of 2.7. We 
have grown for six quarters. And now let’s 
keep it going. 

There’s a lot of people hurting. There’s a 
lot of people hurting and worried about jobs. 
But the last thing we need is to go back to 
the failed policies of the past. Let’s have the 
United States of America lead the worldwide 
recovery that will bring jobs to more Ameri- 
cans. 

And here’s how we’re going to do it. We’re 
going to open up new markets. America’s the 
best workers in the world. We can 
outproduce anyone else. Let’s open up new 
markets through exports and create more 
jobs here in the United States. 
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Governor Clinton says that he wants to 
have Government invest. Government never 
created any wealth at all. Let’s get this, do 
this: less regulation for small business, less 
taxation for small business, and less lawsuits 
for small business. 

The trial lawyers are Governor Clinton’s 
biggest supporters. What we need to do on 
these crazy lawsuits is to put some caps. It’s 
wrong when a doctor is afraid to deliver a 
baby because of a malpractice suit. It is 
wrong. It is wrong when a Little League 
coach is afraid to coach for fear of some crazy 
lawsuit. And it is wrong if you see an accident 
along the highway, you're scared to pick up 
somebody and help them because you're 
afraid you'll be sued. We must sue each other 
less and care for each other more. 

In health care, we’ve got the best health 
care plan for this country. And here’s how 
we're going to get it through. There’s going 
to be a brandnew Congress, at least 100, 
maybe 150 new Members. And we'll reach 
out, and we'll say let’s do what the people 
want, make insurance available to every sin- 
gle American and keep the quality of health 
care up. 

Audience members. Clean the House! 
Clean the House! Clean the House! 

The President. We're going to do that. 
Clean the House! Thirty-eight years, one 
party. Thirty-eight years they've controlled 
the House of Representatives. I think it’s 
about time to clean House, I'll tell you. That 
leadership up there, they can’t run a two- 
bit post office and they screwed up a little 
tiny bank. And that—we need to clean 
House. 

You remember that Harry Truman—it’s 
not giving ‘em hell, it’s just telling them the 
truth, and they think it’s hell. That’s what 
Truman said, and he’s right. 

Education: We've got the best program to 
help these kids, America 2000. It’s got a lot 
of great features. It supports the teachers, 
not that NEA teachers union. Let’s help the 
teachers. Help the teachers. And one thing 
it says is let’s hie parents choose the school 


of their choice, private, public, or religious. 
It worked for the GI bill after World War 
II, and it can work to make our public schools 
better. Let the parents choose. 


2221 


I’ve got a big difference with—I’ve got a 
big difference with Governor Clinton on 
crime. You see, I think we don’t need a lot 
of liberal judges on the Supreme Court. He 
has threatened—he has made a terrible 
threat. He says he wants to put Mario 
Cuomo—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. ——on the Supreme 
Court. No, we can’t let that happen. You talk 
about a disaster, that would be it. In crime— 
let me tell you why. We must back up these 
law enforcement officers who are out there 
on that street for you and me every single 
day. The Arkansas prisoners serve only 20 
percent of their sentences; Federal, 85 per- 
cent. Let’s have a little more sympathy for 
the victims of crime, a little less for the crimi- 
nals. 

And everybody here ought to be worried 
about the deficit. Let me give you a couple 
of ways to get that down. One, we almost 
got it in the last Congress, until that liberal 
leadership twisted the arms of eight of the 
co-sponsors and made them change their 
mind. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. People cosponsoring it. 
Give us a balanced budget amendment and 
let’s get the job done. Give us a check-off. 
Give us a check-off so every taxpayer can 
check off 10 percent of their taxes. And that 
will have to be applied to lowering the deficit. 
And third, give me what 43 Governors have: 
a line-item veto, and cut right through it. 

Audience members. Line-item veto! 
Line-item veto! Line-item veto! 

The President. These guys! And fourth, 
why don’t we give the Congress back to the 
people and have term limits for the Members 
of Congress. We've got them for the Presi- 
dent; let’s do that. 

But my biggest argument for Governor 
Clinton—we’ve got a big difference on the 
issues, the deficit, on education, and crime 
and all of these, but the biggest argument 
is: I do not believe you can be President of 
the United States and try to be all things to 
all people. We cannot have the White House 
turn into the waffle house. He talks one time 
about, “Oh, term limits, yes.” And then he’s 
against them. Talks about a fair trade agree- 
ment, says he’s for it. Then, well, he’s not 
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sure. And then in the debate you heard him. 
He says, “Well, I’m for the NAFTA agree- 
ment, but.” You can’t have a lot of “buts” 
in the White House. You’ve got to call it the 
way you see it. 

And what’s catching up with him now, 
what is catching up with San just as we go 
down to the wire is this pattern of deception. 
Look, if you make a mistake in the real world, 
you say I made a mistake, and you go on 
about leading the country or about your busi- 
ness. In the White House you should do the 
same thing. But you cannot be on all sides 
of all questions. Let me remind you. Let me 
remind you about the war. During the war, 
when we had to mobilize—and President 
Ford was very generous—we had to mobilize 
world opinion and then make a very difficult 
decision to send someone else’s son or 
daughter into combat. And what did Bill 
Clinton say? He said, “Well, I agree with the 
minority, but I guess I would have voted with 
the majority.” You cannot waffle. You cannot 
waffle if you want to lead. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And that is character. That 
is character. And if you keep doing it you 
lose trust. Character and trust are important. 
The thing that bothers me is there is a pat- 
tern of deception, being on all sides of these 
questions. He said on April 17th, I’m going 
to reveal my draft records, and we haven’t 
seen them yet. Listen, a lot of people dis- 
approved of the war. But you can’t try to have 
it both ways. You can’t say I got an induction 
and then I didn’t. You can’t say that you 
wrote the man, that you once—you can’t say 
that you’re going to have one position and 
then another. You've got to stand up and take 
a position and lead. And that’s what being 
President is about. You cannot lead by mis- 
leading. 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. 1’ll tell you what’s happen- 
ing out there. Governor Clinton had his tran- 
sition team moving forward, the same old lib- 
eral crowd that was run out of business in 
1980. They're all measuring the drapes and 
getting the carpet ready. And the media said 
the President has no chance at all. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The Presideni. Everyone, hey listen, 
we've got to get some ground rules on the 
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media. Where’s our crowd? Our gang is the 
good gang. We’re giving exemption, we're 
giving amnesty to the photographers, to those 
carrying the cameras, and even to those trav- 
eling with us. But my ire goes to those talking 
heads on those Sunday television shows. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You're right. There it is. 
This is the fastest selling bumper sticker in 
America. There is an enormous demand for 
this bumper sticker. And all these talk show 
guys that wrote us off, we’re going to show 
them. Harry Truman said something—and 
I’m paraphrasing—he said, there’s 50 of 
them out there and none of them know how 
to pound sand in a rat hole. 

So as this thing gets moving now, as this 
thing gets moving now and all the people 
who were measuring the drapes and all the 
people that were studying the plans of who 
they were going to put in office, they're com- 
ing up short, because the American people 
know what the Arkansas record was. They 
know what waffling and character mean. And 
I am going to win election on November 3d. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let me tell you. Let me 
tell you something. Let me end this way 
First place, you've got one good reason to 
keep me there, and that is that Barbara Bush 
is a great First Lady, and I wish she were 
here. But I'll tell you the main one. You're 
right. You're right, Millie does know more 
about foreign policy than Clinton and the 
Ozone Man. Hey, these guys wouldn’t know 
foreign policy it if hit them in the face. We 
have changed the world. The kids here today 
in that band go to bed at night without the 
same fear of nuclear war that their prede- 
cessors did. Ancient enemies are talking to 
each other in the Middle East. Russia is 
going democratic. South of our border is de- 
mocracy. And Ozone and Clinton keep talk- 
ing about change, change, change. We've al- 
ready done that. We've already made the 
world safer. 

I'll tell you this. We're getting right down 
to the wire, right down to the wire. And here 
is my appeal: Barbara and I both, and our 
family, have tried to uphold the public trust. 
And character, Bill Clinton—Bruce Willis 
mentioned this—Clinton said that it is not 
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the character of the President, but the char- 
acter of the Presidency. Wrong. They're 
locked in. They are interlocked. 

This country is starting to move. And so 
I ask—they say, why do you want this job? 
You’ve got a good life with all the family, 
you're lucky in life. Yes. But I finish what 
I start, and I want to lift up every single kid 
here and make them understand we are not 
a nation in decline. We are the greatest on 
the face of the Earth, and your future is 
bright. Your future is bright. 

And so on Tuesday, go to the polls, take 
your friends to the polls. I ask for your sup- 
port. I ask for your trust to lead this great 
country for 4 more years. And may God bless 
the United States of America. Thank you very 
much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:05 p.m. at 
the Gerald R. Ford Museum. In his remarks, 
he referred to actor Bruce Willis; Michigan 
Republican National Committee persons 
Chuck Yob and Betsy DeVos; Mrs. DeVos’ 
husband, Dick; State chairman for the Michi- 
gan Republican State Committee David 
Doyle; and Gov. Mario Cuomo of New York. 
This item was not received in time for publi- 
cation in the appropriate issue. 


Remarks to the Kentucky Fried 
Chicken Convention in Nashville, 
Tennessee 


October 30, 1992 


The President. Thank you, John Cranor. 
Thank you very much. Thank you, John and 
Kitty, and president Kyle Craig, and John 
Neal, Charlie Middleton, and all the other 
franchise leaders. 

It is, indeed, a pleasure to be here. I want 
to salute the man that walked in with me, 
one of the truly great leaders that has ever 
been in the United States Senate, now in pri- 
vate business, but my dear friend and really 
a real statesman, Senator Howard Baker, 
who’s with us here today. 

Well, we’re getting down to the wire. And 
you know, in this campaign we've been to 
many States, towns large and small in every 
corer of this great Nation. Yet I still have 
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one burning question: Where the heck is 
Lake Edna? [Laughter] Just kidding. Steve 
Provost works with me—and was with this 
company—is at my side, and he gave me all 
the advice, all the hints about this fantastic 
get-together here. 

But my friends over here in the national 
media, and I use that term advisedly— 
[laughter|—want to know exactly—oh, I love 
that bumper sticker, “Annoy the Media. Re- 
elect Bush”—([laughter|—and _ everybody 
knows what it means. I appeal for amnesty 
to these guys, particularly the guys that are 
doing the heavy lifting, you know who you 
are over here, and the photo dogs and others. 
If you want to join me in taking out your 
wrath on the media, which is a little dan- 
gerous because they have the last word, I 
suggest we look at the faceless talking heads 
on those Sunday morning talk shows, those 
Republicans and Democrats who have writ- 
ten me off long ago. We're going to show 
them next Tuesday. 

But I do believe that these friends in the 
media want to know exactly why I stopped 
by this convention, and I'll tell you the real 
reason. You see, just last week all the poll- 
sters and pundits said the election was over. 
The media carried stories about my oppo- 
nent planning his transition, all but measur- 
ing the drapes in the White House. So I came 
here today because I heard you were experi- 
menting with home delivery and I want to 
give you my address: 1600 Pennsylvania. 
[Laughter] And when we call for delivery you 
can reach us there any time because, I don’t 
care what all the pundits say, Barbara and 
I don’t think we'll be moving out until 1996. 
So you’ve got our number. 

Next Tuesday, in all seriousness—and I 
appreciate what your president said because 
this is a serious subject, the election, a privi- 
lege really—next Tuesday we will all partici- 
pate in this great ritual of democracy. The 
choice that you make that day will cast its 
shadow forward in history. I came here today 
to talk with you hard-working business- 
women, businessmen about the choice you 
face. 

My opponent says this election is about 
change, and with that I agree. But being in 
favor of change is like being in favor of the 
Sun coming up tomorrow. Change is going 
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to happen. The real question is not who is 
for change but whose change will make your 
life better and make the world safer. 

Over the past 4 years, we have seen change 
of almost Biblical proportion. For 50 years 
we stood up for iy we stood up for 
a policy of peace through strength. Today, 
at last, at long last, the cold war is finally 
over. Our kids grew up crawling under desks 
in those duck-and-cover drills in the sixties. 
During the Cuban missile crisis we stood on 
the brink of armageddon. And in the eighties 
families huddled together in fear to watch 
that TV movie, remember, “The Day After.” 
Always the shadow of the cold war lingered 
right outside our window. You talk change, 
well, all that has changed. Our children and 
our grandchildren go to sleep tonight without 
that same fear of nuclear war. 

But do we feel like celebrating? Well, not 
exactly. There’s work to be done right here 
at home in America, creating new industries 
and better schools, certainly more affordable 
health care. Whose philosophy should we fol- 
low? Well, the cold war was won not by tanks, 
not by guns but by this simple idea called 
freedom. Across the globe people are coming 
to understand that government is not their 
superior, not their savior; it is their servant. 
In the midst of a global economic slowdown, 
we are proving once again that freedom 
works. Despite all our challenges, our econ- 
omy is growing faster than Japan and Ger- 
many, faster than Canada, clearly faster than 
Eastern Europe. 

But here’s the irony. At the very moment 
when the rest of the world is moving our 
way, my opponent Governor Clinton wants 
us to move the old way, move their way. Gov- 
ernor Clinton likes to say he is, quote, “dif- 
ferent.” [Laughter] Okay. No, different than 
the old tax-and-spend liberals. But if you look 
at the details, you see nothing different at 
all. He talks of the power of the marketplace, 
but promises $150 billion in new taxes, more 
than Mondale and Dukakis combined. Most 
of those taxes will be paid by small business 
and the middle class. He says he wants to 
cut the deficit, but he calls for at least $220 
billion in new spending. All those billions just 
begin to pay for all the promises. 

Let me give you one timely example. Last 
night, Governor Clinton was in New Jersey 
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making another promise. He called for a na- 
tional offensive against AIDS. He called, 
though, for a massive increase in Federal 
funding and creation of an AIDS czar in 
Washington. Well, what Governor Clinton 
didn’t mention is that he has done very little 
for AIDS at home in Arkansas. He didn’t say 
that this year we spent $4.9 billion on AIDS, 
a 118-percent increase since I took office. 
More Federal resources are devoted to re- 
search and prevention of AIDS than any 
other disease including cancer, 10 times as 
much per victim of AIDS as per victim of 
cancer, far more than spent on heart disease. 
Yes, AIDS is a national tragedy. But we don’t 
need a bureaucratic czar in our Nation’s Cap- 
ital. We need more compassion in our home- 
towns, more education, more caring. 

A President has to set priorities because 
it’s your money that we’re talking about. And 
if you look at Governor Clinton closely, you 
see a philosophy where bureaucrats in Wash- 
ington carve out the exact same programs to 
try and solve problems facing people in 
Nashville or Nashua or anywhere. You might 
call this old-fashioned idea trample-down ec- 
onomics: Tramples down business with these 
deadly new mandates and regulations, tram- 
ples down individual initiative with higher 
taxes, and tramples down the dreams of peo- 
ple with the power of that bureaucracy, the 
power of bureaucrat. In this age of global 
transition it will not work, and I think most 
Americans know it. 

It doesn’t make sense that restaurant own- 
ers will somehow get richer by giving more 
of your money to the IRS. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. It doesn’t make sense it 
will get the deficit down by giving Govern- 
ment more money. He uses the word “to in- 
vest.” The Government doesn’t invest. Pri- 
vate business. does. Give them more money 
to spend. At a time when every organization 
is decentralizing power, why turn back to a 
central bureaucracy in Washington? 

Yet, saying this isn’t enough. We've got 
real problems here in America. You see them 
every single day in your communities. You 
hire high school graduates who can’t figure 
out how to run the cash register. You strive 
to give your people health insurance, but the 
cost just keeps going through the roof. Those 
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of you who run restaurants in the cities see 
the problems of crime and drugs and poverty 
right up close, firsthand. So it’s not enough 
to criticize the old way. Government must 
find a new way to help. 

I’m a conservative, and to me being a con- 
servative means to renew, to reinvigorate 
what has always made America great, and 
that is the power of the individual. During 
this campaign many have sought to portray 
the choice between, quote, “activist Govern- 
ment” and a trickle-down approach to Gov- 
ernment. But the real choice is not between 
activism and passivity. The real choice is be- 
tween a liberal bureaucratic Government 
that seeks to impose solutions on everybody 
else and a conservative activist Government 
that gives individuals, businesses, and fami- 
lies the means to make their own choices 
through competition and economic oppor- 
tunity. 

Let me give you a couple of specific exam- 
ples. Start with education. Governor Clinton 
worked with me when we set for the first 
time in history six national education goals, 
first time in history. I give him credit for that 
effort; he was very active in it, deserves cred- 
it. But as a candidate for President, Governor 
Clinton has adopted the agenda of the status 
quo. He wants to pour more money into the 
same failed education system, a system 
where funds are controlled tightly by central 
bureaucracies, where powerful unions, the 
teachers union, the NEA, block real reform, 
and where we spend as much per pupil as 
any nation but Switzerland. But we don’t get 
an adequate return on our investment. 

But tinkering with the system won't do it. 
It is my view it simply will not get the job 
done. So I want to put power in the hands 
of the teachers themselves, not the union. 
So I want to use competition to improve our 
schools. Our “GI bill” for kids provides schol- 
arships for elementary and high school stu- 
dents so that every parent, rich and poor, 
can choose the best schools for their kids, 
public, private, and religious. Somebody 
asked me, won't that make the public schools 
worse? Where it’s been tried, in Milwaukee 
and other places, it doesn’t. The public 
schools that aren’t chosen do what you have 
to do: compete and do better. 
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And it isn’t a violation of church and state. 
It’s like the GI bill; the money goes to the 
families. It does not violate church and state. 
It’s a good idea. It’s a new idea. And we ought 
to try it. 

Now, you see the same differences in 
health care. Governor Clinton has offered 
three plans in this campaign. One said to all 
of you, either offer care on your own or pay 
a new payroll tax, at least 7 percent. Now, 
many experts said it was a backdoor way to 
get Government directly involved in running 
health care. Now Governor Clinton wants to 
control the price of health care by setting 
up a big board in Washington, DC, to set 
prices. And I say Government cannot lower 
prices by fiat; only competition can. Govern- 
ment doesn’t need to tell you what doctor 
to see. And we don’t need to inflict small 
business with any more mandates from 
Washington, DC. 

But we've got to do something about 
health care. So here’s my alternative, and I’m 
convinced with the new Congress we can get 
it through: Offer tax incentives for small busi- 
nesses so that you can afford to buy health 
care on your own. Let small businesses pool 
the coverage so you can get the same price 
breaks as AT&T or IBM. For people who 
are too poor to pay taxes, we will give vouch- 
ers so that they can choose the care they 
want. Freedom, putting people over bu- 
reaucracy, these are the principles that we 
offer. 

My opponent trusts Government to choose 
the best place for child care. I fought for 
and won a new law that gives low income 
parents the freedom to use Federal money 
for child care wherever they want to, whether 
a government center or a church. And when 
it comes to deciding where your child spends 
the day, rich or poor, it doesn’t matter, Gov- 
ernment should not limit your options. Par- 
ents ought to have the freedom to do what 
they think is right. 

My opponent thinks Government can pick 
the industries of the future with your money. 
I talk about cutting capital gains and invest- 
ment tax allowances, giving first-time home- 
buyers a tax credit, because you know what 
to do best with your money, better than any 
bureaucrat. 
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Governor Clinton says that it’s okay that 
we have Members of Congress who serve 
decade after decade in Washington. I trust 
America’s judgment, so I want to limit the 
terms of Members of Congress and give Gov- 
ernment back to the people. 

Now, when you look at the election in 
these terms, you see a clear choice. Governor 
Clinton dreams of expanding the American 
Government. I want to work to expand the 
American dream. I offer an agenda for help- 
ing people by giving you and your families 
the power to make your own choices, shape 
your own destiny. We call it the Agenda for 
American Renewal. It’s a comprehensive, in- 
tegrated approach to fixing our schools, re- 
forming our health care, right-sizing Govern- 
ment, and creating here in America the 
world’s first $10 trillion economy. 

My agenda includes 13 priorities for the 
first year of my second term, but 3 dwarf 
all others. First, America needs jobs, not in 
a while, not tomorrow but now. This week 
new numbers came out indicating that our 
economy grew at 2.7 percent last quarter, the 
sixth straight quarter of growth. It’s a long 
way from the depression that Governor Clin- 
ton talks about. But look, we must do better. 
We don’t need higher taxes so that Govern- 
ment can put more people to work. We need 
incentives to grow, to cut Government red- 
tape and make more credit available so that 
you can put more people to work. 

While we are strengthening small business, 
we will open new foreign markets for our 
products by winning congressional approval 
of our free trade treaty with Canada and 
Mexico. The bottom line is this: More trade 
creates more high paying jobs for all Ameri- 
cans. They make the charge that free trade 
agreements will ship our jobs overseas. My 
question is: If that’s the case, lower labor 
rates is the determining factor, why isn’t 
Haiti the industrial capital of the world? De- 
cisions are made on other things. We will 
create more jobs with opening up export 
markets. 

Our third priority is health care. I already 
mentioned some of my ideas, but the need 
for action is urgent. We simply cannot con- 
trol the deficit, we simply cannot make our 
companies even more competitive until we 
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make health care more affordable and more 
accessible for you and all your workers. 

Those are the three. As we’re working on 
these priorities, we'll be working on others. 
One special priority is to reform our crazy 
legal system. It’s gotten out of hand. I’m sure 
many of you fear the customer who will try 
to rip off the system by sticking you with a 
frivolous lawsuit. America now spends up to 
$200 billion every year on direct payments 
to lawyers. People say, “So what?” As the 
Wall Street Journal said this week, “If we 
could devote just some of that money to pro- 
ductive activity, we could do far more for 
our economy than all the Government invest- 
ment that Governor Clinton promises.” For 
our economy, for productivity, for our na- 
tional sanity, we must sue each other less and 
care for each other more. It is a crying shame 
when your neighbors can’t coach Little 
League because of a frivolous lawsuit, or 
someone sees a victim along the side of the 
highway and doesn’t dare stop because he 
or she remembers a case of where a lawyer 
came on and said, “Oh, you shouldn’t have 
moved that person, and we’re going to sue 
you.” We can’t do that. We are a caring coun- 
try. We've got to put caps on these out- 
rageous liability claims. 

We also, obviously, we must reduce this 
deficit, but not by raising taxes but by getting 
a hold of spending, cutting spending. We 
need a balanced budget amendment. We 
need a line-item veto so the President can 
cross out frivolous expenditures. This one 
isn’t easy, but we need to cap the growth 
of the mandatory programs. Set Social Secu- 
rity aside, except Social Security, but get a 
hold of the growth of those mandatory pro- 
grams that make up two-thirds of the Presi- 
dent’s budget. And we need a check-off on 
your tax return so each taxpayer can earmark 
up to 10 percent of his taxes to be used for 
nothing but getting the debt off our chil- 
dren’s shoulders. 

We have simply got to restore hope to our 
inner cities. And so I will work with the new 
Congress to get tougher crime laws, to battle 
more on this drug problem—we’re making 
some progress there but we’ve got to do bet- 
ter—to reform the welfare system and to at- 
tract and keep business. All using this prin- 
ciple of putting faith and power not in bu- 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Oct. 30 


reaucracies but instead in real people. And 
perhaps most important, we will ed and 
right-size Government, subject it to the same 
discipline as every other large organization 
in America. 

Now, that then is our agenda for America’s 
renewal, and it builds on the foundation 
we've laid for the last 4 years. But it’s what 
I’ve been talking about on the campaign trail 
and what I will fight for in my second term. 
Obviously, you must be thinking, well, it 
sounds great but what will be different? After 
all, today there is a gridlock in Congress, 
gridlock in Washington. If people want argu- 
ments and shouting, they can turn on their 
TV talk shows, but they expect and deserve 
better from their elected officials. 

I understand this, but I really believe we 
have an historic, unique opportunity before 
us. After next week there may be up to as 
many as 150 new Members of Congress from 
both parties, all who have heard the same 
rumble of discontent across our land. So I 
plan to use the time between November 
through January to meet with all the new 
Members of Congress and to shape a legisla- 
tive package in a way that will guarantee swift 
passage. The time to move for a new Presi- 
dent, with no politics over the horizon, and 
a reelected President, is early in the first 
term. Politics aside, sit down with Democrats 
and Republicans and get the people’s busi- 
ness done fast. 

We will set deadlines for decisions, and 
we'll meet them. We'll put aside partisan pol- 
itics, as I tried to do in the very first term— 
and we did get some very good things done 


this politics as usual. When we confronted 
Saddam Hussein we saw that when America 
turns its attention to a problem, we can do 
literally anything. We can mobilize for war. 
We can mobilize for hurricanes. Let’s mobi- 
lize for our economy and get this country 
moving again. 

If we need to, we'll go beyond Washing- 
ton. Already our America 2000 education re- 
form effort involves parents and teachers and 
business leaders in over 2,000 communities, 
and this will be a model for other efforts. 
America’s desire for positive change requires 
building new coalitions and taking advantage 
of grassroots power, and we will. 
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That then is my action plan. But what 
about Governor Clinton? In June, he prom- 
ised to present his 100-day plan even before 
the election. That’s 4 days away. No plan, 
no plan has been sighted yet, and the reason 
is simple. You’re more apt to see a UFO than 
you are his plan. [Laughter] The reason is 
simple: The numbers, his numbers, just don’t 
add up. He’s promised too much. His new 
congressional friends want to raise the ante 
even higher, and the result will be more 
spending, a bigger deficit, continued 
gridlock. 

My agenda offers an alternative. We can 
break the gridlock without breaking the 
bank. A vote for our philosophy is a vote for 
change that really matters; a vote for change 
that builds on our strengths, not accentuates 
our weaknesses; a vote for a philosophy that 
is right for your businesses, right Be your 
families, right for America. 

Let me wrap up now with a word about 
character. Listen to the words of Horace 
Greeley. He said, “Fame is a vapor, popu- 
larity an accident, riches take wing; only char- 
acter endures.” I think that as you look back 
in history, hopefully now, I think that’s espe- 
cially true in the Presidency. Character mat- 
ters, not just because of the plans you make 
but the crisis you never foresee. 

A couple of weeks ago my Secretary of De- 
fense, Dick Cheney, gave a speech that didn’t 
get a lot of attention. But he made an objec- 
tive case that the world is still very uncertain. 
He said, and I quote, “The next 4 years may 
be far more challenging, far more difficult, 
the problems far more complex internation- 
ally than the problems we've just come 
through the past 4 years.” We don't know 
where the next crisis will occur. But we do 
know this: When the next crisis happens, the 
entire world will look to the American Presi- 
dent. They will look to his experience, and 
they will count on his character, on his word 
of honor. 

What is character? How do you define it? 
I’m not sure. But a friend of mine says, it’s 
acting alone the way you would act with a 
million people watching. As President you're 
never more alone than at times of a crisis. 
While nobody may be watching in the Oval 
Office, millions here and abroad will feel the 
impact of your judgment. 
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It is easy, in the aftermath of Desert 
Storm, to portray the decision to go to war 
as an easy one, but it was not. Think back. 
It was not uniformly popular. The Demo- 
cratic Congress had spent much of the fall 
parading experts who said we'd get into an- 
other Vietnam. They said a war would kill 
any hope for peace in the Middle East. What 
really got to me was the charge that I didn’t 
care about the numbers of body bags that 
were coming back from the sands of Kuwait. 
The vote in the Congress was not over- 
whelming. Many said, let’s give sanctions 
more time. But I made the tough decision, 
a decision to go to war, because I knew it 
was right, not because I knew it was popular. 

I remember well the cold, rainy February 
day at Camp David when the ground war 
to liberate Kuwait began, and how fervently 
I prayed that our plans would work and our 
young men and women would return home, 
victorious and alive. This, then, is an awe- 
some responsibility, to ask our young men 
and women to knock early on death’s dark 
door—is a responsibility I believe I have ful- 
filled with honor and duty and, above all, in- 
tegrity. 

That is your call on November 3d. Then 
the polls and the pundits don’t matter any 
more. God bless them, it’s all up to the peo- 
ple. When you enter that voting booth, please 
ask yourself three commonsense questions: 
Who has the right vision for America’s fu- 
ture? Who can lead us through this global 
transition? And which candidate has the 
character? Who would you trust with your 
kids? Who would you trust in a crisis? 

Ideas, action, character. I have tried very 
hard to demonstrate that I have all three. 
So I ask for your support on November 3d. 
Thank you. And may God bless the United 
States of America. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. at 
the Opryland Hotel. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to John M. Cranor III, president and 
chief executive officer, Kentucky Fried Chick- 
en; Kyle T. Craig, president, KFC-USA; John 
R. Neal, president, JRN, Inc.; Charles W. 
Middleton, president, KFC of Elizabethton; 
and Steven D. Provost, Assistant to the Presi- 
dent and Chief Speech Writer. This item was 
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not received in time for publication in the 
appropriate issue. 


Remarks at a Rally in St. Louis, 
Missouri 
October 30, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all very, very 
much. Thank you so much for this great re- 
turn to Missouri reception. May I start by 
thanking the Democratic Governor of Mary- 
land. It takes a lot of guts to do what he 
did today, and I’m delighted to have his en- 
dorsement. 

Of course, the special icing on the cake 
is to have the support of Jack Buck and have 
him here today. I would remind Jack of the 
old saying, when the Atlanta Braves were 
being—said they couldn’t make the World 
Series—you remember the old saying, “It 
ain’t over til Cabrera swings”? It turned out 
to be coming-back time, and I’m proud to 
have Jack at my side. 

Of course, John Ashcroft, this great Gov- 
ernor of this great State. I'll tell you, he has 
done a superb job for me, and I know that 
it'll mean that we'll carry Missouri. May I 
also thank two great Senators, one of whom 
is comfortably there now; the other one is 
comfortably there, but he must be reelected. 
I’m talking about Kit Bond for the United 
States Senate, and Jack Danforth, who brings 
us such quality in that body. 

If a, more Senators like that, people 
wouldn’t be yelling, “Clean House!” all the 
time. But we've got to clean House, and so 
I’ve got some good ideas for here. Elect Jim 
Talent to the United States Congress. Pro- 
vide us new leadership by oie Mack 
Holekamp to the United States Congress, 
and add the names Montgomery and Fer- 
guson, and we will clean House. 

I know it’s going to be hard to fill the shoes 
of John Ashcroft, but send Bill Webster, elect 
him Governor. We’ve got to have a Repub- 
lican Governor. 

May I thank all the students at Maryville 
and thank everybody involved in this rally. 
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You know what I feel today? The “Spirit of 
St. Louis.” And I've felt that spirit in Ohio 
and in Michigan and New Jersey and in Flor- 
ida and all across this country. And that spirit 
tells me in my soul that on November 3d, 
we are going to be reelected for 4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. It boils down to experi- 
ence, to a difference in philosophy, and yes, 
it boils down to character. Character and 
trust matter. 

I hate to ruin this beautiful rally out here, 
but I’ve got to put in perspective the record 
of Arkansas. It won’t take me long, but you’ve 
got to listen. Here’s a man who wants to be 
President of the United States, and here is 
the Arkansas record. They’re good people 
there. Barbara and I lived next door to them. 
They're entitled to something better: 50th in 
the quality of environmental initiatives; 50th 
in the percentage of adults with a college de- 
gree; 50th in per capita spending on criminal 
justice; 49th in per capita spending on police 
protection; 48th in percentage of adults with 
a high school diploma; 48th in spending on 
corrections; 46th on teachers’ salary; 45th in 
the overall well-being of children. And he 
said in the last debate, “I want to do for 
America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” No 
way! No way! 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. We cannot let that hap- 
pen. We cannot let him do that to this coun- 
try. I think people are beginning to focus on 
that. 

For 11 months, Governor Clinton and a 
bunch of the other liberal Democrats were 
running around saying everything that was 
wrong with me and everything that’s wrong 
with America. Now we see the American 
economy is growing, not shrinking, and we 
are going to win this election. 

No, Governor Clinton and the Ozone 
Man, all they do—{laughter|—all they do 
is—hey, listen, put Ozone in there and every 
worker who depends on reasonable balance 
between the environment and growth and 
business is going to be out of work. I’m a 
good environmental President, but we're not 
going to go to the extreme under Clinton and 
Ozone. 
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No, but they both talk about change, 
change, change. Well, here’s what they want 
to change. They want to bring in, just for 
openers, $150 billion in new taxes, $220 bil- 
lion in new spending, trickle-down Govern- 
ment, and the numbers don’t add up. So 
when they say we're going after the rich guys, 
you cab drivers, you nurses, you teachers, 
watch your wallet; they’re coming right after 
you. And we're not going to let them do it. 

I don’t want to ruin this part of the rally 
either, but we've got to remember what hap- 
pened when we had a President of the 
Democratic left, like Bill Clinton, with a 
Democratic Congress. You remember what 
it was like? Inflation, 15 percent; interest 
rates 21.5 percent; the “misery index” twice 
what it is now, up around 20. And if you 
put in for that kind of change, change is all 
you'll have in your pocket. Let’s not take a 
chance with the future of America. 

The only way, the only way that Governor 
Clinton and Senator Gore can win is to con- 
vince everybody that everything in this coun- 
try is wrong. They got the worst news in the 
world, which happened to be great news for 
the American working man and woman, be- 
cause the other day it came out that instead 
of the recession that they've been talking 
about, instead of the recession that many of 
those national talking heads in the media 
have been talking about, we grew at 2.7 per- 
cent. 

Now, wait a minute, a word of caution on 
the media. Please bear with me. The guys 
with the cameras and the long boom mikes 
and carrying the burden out there, they're 
good guys. The traveling press with us, ex- 
empt them from the anger. But if you want 
to know who I really feel strongly about, it’s 
those Republican consultants and_ those 
Democratic consultants on those deadly Sun- 
day talk shows saying I don’t have a chance. 
We are going to show them wrong. We’re 
going to prove them wrong. Annoy the 
media. “Annoy the media. Reelect Bush.” 
Every American knows what that means. 
Every American knows what it means. Even 
the press traveling with me knows what it 
means. 

But I feel like Harry Truman when he 
talked about 50 reporters. He said not one 
of them knows enough to pound sand in a 
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rat hole. And that’s what we’re going to show 
them on Tuesday. They can’t do any more 
to me, so I’m on the offense. 

Now look, yes, there’s some good news. 


Yes, there’s some good news, but a lot of 


people are still iurting. So, here’s what we 
want to do to help them. First place, we've 
got to control the growth of Federal spending 
and hold the line on taxes. Secondly, and 
Governor Schaefer talked on it, we've got to 
open new markets. It is exports that have 
saved us through this tough international 
economic slowdown. It’s exports that'll lead 
the way out. We are going to open up mar- 
kets for the best products in the world, those 
that say “Made in America.” 

We do not need to do, I will say this to 
the auto workers in this State, what Governor 
Clinton and Ozone want to do. They said in 
their energy strategy, Governor Clinton did, 
that he wanted 45 miles per gallon of these 
fuel efficiency standards. That would break 
the auto companies, throw men out of work. 
We are not going to let them do that extreme 
to the United States of America. 

I'll tell you what to do. Governor Clinton 
wants to grow Government, have Govern- 
ment invest. Government never invested in 
a creative job in its life, but small business 
does. So let’s lift the regulation on small busi- 
ness. Let’s give them some tax incentives. 
And let’s get rid of these crazy lawsuits, these 
crazy lawsuits that are driving a lot of small 
business for cover. 

Governor Clinton will not touch the trial 
lawyers, lawsuit crowd. He’s supported by 
them. The trial lawyers’ man pm there 
said, “He’s never gone against us yet.” Let 
me tell you something: When a guy can’t 
practice medicine; a woman doctor won’t go 
to deliver a baby because she’s afraid of a 
lawsuit, a malpractice suit; when you don’t 
stop along the erica afraid some trial law- 
yer’s going to come along and kind of get 
the person you're trying to help to sue you; 
when a coach won't coach Little League, it 
is time that we put a cap on these crazy liabil- 
ity suits, and let’s get that burden off the back 
of small business. 

Health care: We’ve got a good program 
on health care. Make insurance available to 
the poorest of the poor through vouchers. 
Help the overtaxed middle class with tax 
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credits. Keep insurance and pool it so small 
businesses can get insurance for the same 
price as these great, big companies. But do 
not put the Government in charge of health 
care. You'll ruin the quality of health care. 

A guy says, “Give ’em hell.” I just tell the 
truth, and they think it’s hell. There’s another 
one from Harry Truman. 

Education: Governor Schaefer talked 
about it. Governor Ashcroft in this State has 
been right out in the lead on helping the 
schoolteachers, the community leaders, and 
the parents revolutionize education. We 
spend per capita, it’s higher than any country 
except Switzerland, and we’re not getting the 
results. So what we've got to do is work my 
program, America 2000, get every commu- 
nity involved, literally reinvent our schools. 
And while we're at it, let’s give parents 
school choice for public, private, and reli 
gious schools. It'll work. 

I’ve got a big difference with Governor 
Clinton on crime because, you see, I think 
it’s time we have a little more sympathy for 
the victims of crime and a little less for the 
criminals themselves. Thus, I’m fighiing for 
stronger anticrime legislation. In Arkansas, 
the prisoners spend 20 percent of their sen- 
tences, that’s all, in jail; Federal prisoners, 
85 percent. We've got to be tougher on them 
and back up our jaw enforcement officers. 
Guess who endorsed me the other day? The 
Fraternal Order of Police from Little Rock, 
Arkansas. 

We talk about getting the deficit down. 
Our plan will do it. But let me just ask for 
some things for the American people to give 
the next President. I want to see a balanced 
budget amendment. Make the Congress get 
it done. I want to see a taxpayer check-off 
that says to every taxpayer, check off 10 per- 
cent of your income tax, and once that’s 
done, the Congress must make the reduc- 
tions. If you don’t, you have a sequester all 
across the board. Give the power to the peo- 
ple to tell the Congress what we want. And 
then third, let’s have some term limits for 
the United States Congress. The President 
is limited. That ought to be a good one. And 
the fourth point, give me a line-item veto. 
Let the President cut out all this extra stuff 
they throw into the—[applause]. 
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You know, we've heard a lot of discussion 
down the wire here about character, whether 
it matters or not. Governor Clinton said the 
other night in debate, he said, “It’s not the 
character of the President, but the character 
of the Presidency.” Let me tell you some- 
thing: They’re interlocked. What the Presi- 
dent does reflects all around the world. Peo- 
ple judge our country to a large degree by 
that. They are interlocked. And I don’t be- 
lieve you can have a person in the White 
House who’s going to try to be on all sides 
of every issue, flip-flopping. The pattern of 
deceit is wrong for America. 

One day he’s for right to work in one State, 
and then he goes to the union bosses and 
says he’s not. One time he’s considering term 
limits; then he’s against it. One time on the 
war—here’s what he said on the war, he said, 
“I agree with the minority, but I guess I 
would have voted with the majority.” What 
kind of waffle house is that? Good heavens. 
Good heavens, you can’t be on all sides. If 
you make a mistake, you look the American 
people in the eye, “Hey, I messed that one 
up.” Then you go on and lead. But you don’t 
do it through a pattern of deception. And 
you don’t do it through waffling. 

No, I believe, I really and truly believe that 
character does matter. Barbara and I have 
tried hard to uphold the trust that has been 
placed in us for 4 years. Frankly yes, I wish 
she were here. She’d be thrilled b y this fan- 
tastic—and I think we've got a great First 
Lady, incidentally. And I think we've got a 
great First Dog, and that dog knows more 
about foreign policy than Governor Clinton 
and Gore. 

So let me tell you why I think character 
matters. You know, Horace Greeley said this: 
“Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, 
riches take wing; only character endures.” I 
really believe that is especially true in the 
Presidency. It matters not just because of the 
plans you make, but the crises you never 
foresee. 

You know, Dick Cheney, our great Sec- 
retary, said the other day that the world is 
still very uncertain. And he’s right. We don’t 
know where the next crisis will come from. 
But we do know this: When it happens, the 
entire world will look to the American Presi- 
dent, and they will look to his experience, 
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and they will count on his keeping his word. 
They will count on his character. Never for- 
get it. 

You know, there’s a lot of students here. 
Let me just end with a serious note. You 
might say, what is character? And a friend 
of mine says, “Well, it’s acting alone the way 
you would act with a million people watch- 
ing.” As President you are never more alone 
than at time of a crisis. While nobody may 
be watching in the Oval Office, millions will 
feel the impact of a Presidential decision in 
time of crisis. 

It’s an easy aftermath to Desert Storm to 
portray the decision to go to war as an easy 
one. But think back to the demonstrations 
in front of the White House, to the problems 
in the United States Congress, to the honest 
men and women who said we don’t want to 
do this because we may end up in another 
Vietnam. I'll tell you what hurt me the most 
was the charges that I was uncaring about 
body bag counts. You heard it from some 
of the talking heads, and you heard it from 
some of the protestors. But the Congress had 
spent much of the fall parading experts up 
there to the Congress saying, “Well, they're 
going to have another Vietnam. We must 
avoid it.” And they said that a war would kill 
any hope of peace in the Middle East. 

The vote in the Congress, as you remem- 
ber, was not overwhelming. Many said, “Let’s 
give sanctions more time.” But I had to make 
a tough decision. And the decision was to 
go ahead, because I knew it was right, not 
because I thought it was popular. And I re- 
member, I will never forget it with Barbara 
at my side in that little chapel at Camp David 
on a cold day just before the ground war to 
liberate Kuwait began, and how fervently, 
frankly, I prayed for our plans that they 
would work. When you send somebody else’s 
kid, somebody else’s son, somebody else’s 
daughter into combat, it is a very difficult 
decision, and I prayed they'd come back. 
There is an awesome responsibility here, and 
it’s a responsibility I have tried very, very 
hard to fulfill as President of the United 
States. You see, I believe in duty, honor, and 
country, and I always will. 

So I believe character is important. And 
it’s your call. On November 3d then the polls 
and the pundits don’t matter anymore. It’s 
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that individual in the booth with his con- 
science or her conscience. When you enter 
that voting booth, please ask yourself three 
commonsense questions: Who has the right 
vision for America’s future to help especially 
the young people? Who can lead us through 
this global transition? And which candidate 
has the character? Who would you trust with 
your family? Who would you trust with your 
country in a moment of crisis? 

Ideas, action, character, I believe I have 
demonstrated. I certainly have tried to dem- 
onstrate all three. And so I ask you, go to 
the polls on November 3d, give me your vote, 
and let us lead America to new heights of 
prosperity. 

Thank you, and God bless our great coun- 
try. May God bless the United States. And 
don’t let them say we’re a nation in decline. 
We're a nation on the move. Thank you all. 
Thank you very much. Thank you for this 
great day. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:12 p.m. at 
the Maryville Center Executive Park. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. William Donald 
Schaefer of Maryland and CBS announcer 
Jack Buck. This item was not received in time 
for publication in the appropriate issue. 


Memorandum of eee for the 


Military Health Care 
of 1992 


October 30, 1992 


nitiatives Act 


I am withholding my approval of S. 3144, 
the “Military Health Care Initiatives Act of 
1992.” This legislation would substantially 
change Federal policy with respect to abor- 
tion. 

S. 3144 would provide that any eligible 
member of the Armed Forces or dependent 
“is entitled” to obtain an abortion “in the 
same manner as any other type of medical 
care” at U.S. military facilities overseas. It 
would thus require these Federal facilities to 
provide abortion on demand, even as a meth- 
od of birth control, at least through the sixth 
month of pregnancy. 

Contrary to the claims made by some sup- 
porters of this legislation, S. 3144 would es- 
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tablish a rule on the availability of abortions 
at military facilities overseas more radically 
pro-abortion than the laws in most parts of 
the United States. The bill is also broader 
than the pre-fiscal year 1989 practices of the 
Armed Services, which had been to provide 
elective abortions at military facilities with 
limitations, including restrictions on late- 
term abortions. 

Current DOD policy is to perform abor- 
tions only if the life of the mother is threat- 
ened. I have repeatedly voiced my strong 
support for that policy and made clear that 
any attempt to weaken it would warrant dis- 
approval. Accordingly, I am withholding my 
approval of S. 3144. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 30, 1992. 


Note: This memorandum follows the text as 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on October 30. This item 
was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 


Statement on Signing the 
Reclamation Projects Authorization 
and Adjustment Act of 1992 


October 30, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 429, the 
“Reclamation Projects Authorization and Ad- 
justment Act of 1992.” 

The Act will make a major contribution 
to the development and reform of water re- 
sources in States throughout the West. It is 
the product of years of debate and com- 
promise in the Congress. This bill will pro- 
vide substantial economic and environmental 
benefits throughout the West. 

H.R. 429 authorizes numerous water 
projects in the western States that the Ad- 
ministration has supported. Included amon 
the projects in the bill are the Buffalo Bill 
Dam and Reservoir in Wyoming; the Central 
Utah Project; South Dakota water planning 
studies; the Cedar Bluff Unit in Kansas; the 
Vermejo and Elephant Butte Projects in New 
Mexico; the Glen Canyon Dam affecting the 
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Grand Canyon in Arizona; the Sunnyside Val- 
ley Irrigation District in Washington; the 
Platoro Dam and Reservoir and the Leadville 
Mine Drainage Tunnel in Colorado; the 
Mountain Park Project in Oklahoma; and the 
Central Valley Project in California. 

Several of the provisions that substantially 
reform the operation of the Central Valley 
Project in California are less flexible and 
more intrusive on the rights of the State of 
California and current project beneficiaries 
than I would have preferred. Nevertheless, 
the final bill includes several substantial 
modifications to the original House-passed 
version. These modifications will ensure that 
the fish and wildlife objectives of the legisla- 
tion can be met in a manner that maintains 
the viability of other important uses to which 
CVP water is now devoted. Moreover, by es- 
tablishing a voluntary system of water trans- 
fers—on a willing seller basis—H.R. 429 pre- 
sents an important opportunity to increase 
the availability of water for uses which will 
best accommodate California’s growth. A 
market-oriented water policy will create new 
jobs in the California economy. 

I am concerned, however, that a number 
of provisions, if broadly construed, could vio- 
late the basic principle of Federal Western 
water policy—State primacy. A fundamental 
principle of my Western water policy is that 
the Federal Government must respect the 
primary role that individual States have in 
shaping and controlling their own policies re- 
garding water use and allocation. An individ- 
ual State is best positioned to assess its needs 
and to accommodate competing interests. 
Except in those instances where an over- 
riding Federal interest or an interstate con- 
flict is present, States should retain primacy 
in fashioning their policies regarding water. 
Accordingly, I am directing the Secretary of 
the Interior, in implementing this legislation, 
to ensure that its provisions are conducted 
with due deference to State primacy. In addi- 
tion, in implementing section 3411(a), I am 
directing the Secretary of the Interior to con- 
sult with the California Water Resources 
Control Board before reallocating water to 
implement title XXXIV, even if such 
reallocation might be allowable under the 
current conditions in existing permits or li- 
censes. Lastly, I intend to submit legislation 
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in the coming Congress which is substantially 
consistent with that introduced by Senator 
Seymour (S. 2016) in the 102nd Congress. 
This legislation has as its primary objectives 
the mitigation and enhancement of fish and 
wildlife resources in the Central Valley of 
California and the orderly allocation of avail- 
able water supplies while maintaining the 
productivity of the Bureau of Reclamation’s 
Central Valley Project. 

H.R. 429 also contains certain provisions 
that warrant careful construction to avoid 
constitutional concerns. First, section 301 es- 
tablishes a Utah Reclamation Mitigation and 
Conservation Commission that would formu- 
late the policies and objectives for the imple- 
mentation of certain projects authorized by 
the Act and administer expenditures of sub- 
stantial Federal funds. The Commission 
members are to be appointed by the Presi- 
dent from lists submitted by certain mem- 
bers of the Congress, the Central Utah Water 
Conservancy District, and the Governor of 
Utah. In order to avoid any conflict with the 
Appointments Clause of the Constitution, I 
will interpret the Act to provide for the ap- 
pointment of members of the Commission 
after due consideration of the recommenda- 
tions of those submitting lists, and not to in- 
hibit my discretion to request from those 
groups and individuals the names of addi- 
tional potential nominees. 

Second, section 301(h)(3) rmits the 
Commission to “secure directly from any de- 
partment or agency of the United States” in- 
formation necessary to enable it to carry out 
the Act, and requires the heads of all agen- 
cies and departments to comply with a re- 
quest for information from the Commission. 
I will construe this section consistent with 
my authority to supervise and guide execu- 
tive branch officials, and to control access to 
information the disclosure of which might 
significantly impair the conduct of foreign re- 
lations, the national security, or the delibera- 
tive processes of the executive branch or the 
performance of its constitutional duties. 

Third, section 3201 establishes the condi- 
tions under which a South Dakota Preserva- 
tion and Restoration Trust may receive and 
disburse Federal funds. Under the Act, such 
a trust must be governed by a five-member 
Board of Trustees, three of whom would be 
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appointed by the members of the South Da- 
kota congressional delegation, and one each 
of whom would be appointed by the South 
Dakota Academy of Sciences and the Gov- 
ernor of South Dakota. Under the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Washington Metropolitan 
Airports Authority v. Citizens for the Abate- 
ment of Aircraft Noise, Inc., such a board 
exercises sufficient Federal power to subject 
it to separation of powers scrutiny. The 
Board, moreover, performs functions that are 
executive in nature, and therefore agents of 
the Congress may not manage its affairs. In 
addition, all members of the Board appear 
to exercise significant governmental author- 
ity, yet are not appointed in a manner con- 
sistent with the Appointments Clause. For 
all these reasons, I direct the Secretary of 
the Interior, in consultation with the Attor- 
ney General, to propose legislation to remedy 
these constitutional defects. Such legislation 
must be effective prior to the expenditure 
of any appropriated funds. 

Fourth, section 3405(a)(1), which purports 
to give contracting districts or agencies the 
authority to review and approve certain 
transfers of water under standards estab- 
lished by the Act, could be construed to per- 
mit the exercise of Federal executive power 
by the districts or agencies, which are not 
composed of individuals appointed pursuant 
to the Appointments Clause of the Constitu- 
tion. To avoid constitutional questions that 
might otherwise arise, this section must be 
interpreted so as not to vest such power in 
those districts or agencies. Accordingly, I will 
interpret the role of these bodies under this 
section to be an advisory one. 

Notwithstanding the concerns I continue 
to have with certain provisions of the bill, 
I am signing H.R. 429 so that the establish- 
ment of water markets in California, and the 
bill’s numerous beneficial water projects, can 
move forward without further delay. On bal- 
ance, these projects will better enable the 
citizens in our western States to manage one 
of their most precious resources. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
October 30, 1992. 
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Note: This statement follows the text as re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on October 30. This item 
was not received in time for publication in 


the appropriate issue. 


Remarks on Beginning the 
Whistlestop Tour in Burlington, 


Wisconsin 
October 31, 1992 


The President. Well, thank you all. Before 
we say all aboard, let me thank Tommy 
Thompson for being at my side through thick 
and thin. When everything looked a little 
more difficult than it does today, he stayed 
right at our side. He has been an outstanding 
Governor. He has led not just this State but 
many in the country by the example you all 
have set, the example he has set. And I am 
very proud to have the Thompsons as good, 
close personal friends of the Bush family. 
Thank you, Tommy. 

May I thank Mayor Hefty and our Repub- 
lican chairman, Dave Opitz; and John 
Maclver, an old friend, helping so much on 
our campaign. But there’s some real business 
ahead for next Tuesday. We must keep Bob 
Kasten in the United States Senate. He is 
doing a superb job for our country, a real 
leader up there. So do not gamble with the 
future. Make sure you've got Bob Kasten re- 
turned to the Senate. 

And you know, everyplace I go—haven’t 
seen them here today—but you see these 
signs saying, “Clean House!” Clean House. 
People are tired of that House of Represent- 
atives being controlled by that same body for 
38 years, the one institution that hasn't 
changed. Send Mark Neumann to the United 
States Congress. 

And we Bushes are delighted to be here 
in Burlington, the Chocolate City, USA. If 
my opponent were here today he might even 
inhale, it smells so good. [Laughter] Don't 
take it personally, Bill, please. These guys can 
dish it out, but they can’t take it too well. 
Well, anyway. 

And may I salute the veterans here today 
from the VFW. And let me just say this: I 
am proud to have worn the uniform of this 
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country. I believe in honor, duty, and coun- 
try. And I salute those who served. 

Today is Halloween, our opponents’ favor- 
ite holiday. [Laughter] They are literally try- 
ing to scare America. The only way that the 
Clinton-Gore ticket can win is if they con- 
vince us that we’re a nation in decline. And 
here’s the way they do it. They say we're less 
than Germany but a little more than Sri 
Lanka, or if they can convince the hard-work- 
ing families in this country that we’re in a 
deep recession. Neither is true. We are the 
most respected nation in the world. And our 
economy, thank God, is moving forward. So 
the difference on Tuesday is going to be a 
difference between experience, a philosophy, 
and yes, it is very important, character mat- 
ters. 

You know, for months, Governor Clinton 
has been ill-defining our record and talking 
very little about his. So on this lovely Satur- 
day, let me just tell you some facts about 
Arkansas. I won’t dwell on it because I don’t 
want to ruin this day. Arkansas: 50th in the 
quality of environmental initiatives; 50th in 
the percentage of adults with college de- 
grees; 50th in per capita spending on crimi- 
nal justice; 49th in spending on police protec- 
tion; 48th in percentage of adults with a high 
school diploma; 48th in spending on correc- 
tions; 46th on teachers’ fe ergy bet- 
ter—45th on the overall well-being of chil- 
dren. And he said in the debate, “I want to 
do for America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
No way! We’re not going to let him do that. 

Audience member. [Inaudible| 

The President. Please point out I did not 
invent that expression. [Laughter] 

Governor Clinton says he’s a candidate of 
change. Let’s take a close look, a little look, 
at what he’s talking about. Under him, every 
day is going to be Halloween: fright and ter- 
ror. He dreams of—he talks about Govern- 
ment investing. The answer is not to have 
Government investing by taking more of your 
taxes. The answer is for us to stimulate small 
business by tax relief, less regulation, and less 
lawsuits that finish off a lot of these small 
businesses. 

The last time we had his kind of change, 
remember what it was like? He loves to point 
out—he goes, “Let’s go back to Herbert 
Hoover.” Let’s not. Let’s go back to Jimmy 
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Carter, when you had a Democrat in the 
White House and that spendthrift Congress, 
led by those liberal Democrats. And what did 
you have? Maybe some of the young ones 
don’t remember. Interest rates 21.5 percent; 
inflation 15 percent; the “misery index” that 
they invented twice as much as it is now. 
And you want that kind of change? Change 
is all you'll have left in your pocket if you 
put this guy into office. 

No, a lot of families are hurting, but the 
economy is moving. And the worst news in 
the world—you could see the tears coming 
down the face of the Governor and the 
Ozone Man—you could see it when the tears 
trickled down their face because it came out 
that our economy grew for the sixth straight 
quarter, and grew at 2.7 percent. We’re going 
to move. Now let’s keep it going, but don’t 
do it by raising taxes and increasing Govern- 
ment spending. 

Our plan does just—here’s what it does. 
It controls the growth of spending. It holds 
the line on taxes. And then I’m saying to the 
American people, give me these four things: 

Give us a balanced budget amendment. 
Republicans want it. Conservative Demo- 
crats want it. Discipline the Congress and the 
executive branch by a balanced budget 
amendment. 

Give us a check-off. Give you all a check- 
off, so if you feel strongly about the deficit 
you check a little box on your tax return, up 
to 10 percent of your tax, and that must go, 
under the law, to reducing the Federal defi- 
cit. If Congress can’t do it, let the people 
have a say and try to get it done. 

Then the next thing—43 Governors have 
it—give us a line-item veto, and let’s stomp 
out some of the waste out of the spending. 

And the fourth one, let’s have the Con- 
gress, like the Presidency, let’s have some 
term limits on the United States Congress. 

You know, small business creates two- 
thirds of the new jobs. All we hear from Gov- 
ernor Clinton is let’s get Government to in- 
vest. Government never invested produc- 
tively a dime in anything. So we want to free 
up that small business sector, by giving them 
relief and letting them lead the way to new 
heights, new recovery, and new opportunity 
for these kids here today. 
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I mentioned litigation. We are suing each 
other too much and caring for each other 
too little in this country. It is a crying shame 
when a doctor is afraid to deliver a baby be- 
cause of a malpractice suit; when a Little 
League coach is afraid to coach because 
somebody might bring a nutty lawsuit against 
them; or when you're driving along the high- 
way, you see somebody hurt, you want to stop 
but you’re afraid to for fear somebody will 
say, “Oh, they moved the body just wrong,” 
and slap you with one of these ridiculous law- 
suits. Let’s put a cap on these lawsuits that 
are finishing off—[applause]—a lot of good- 
will and finishing off a lot of small businesses. 

Health care: We've got a good plan. Make 
insurance available to the poorest of the 
poor; pool insurance so you bring the prices 
down; and do something about malpractice 
that costs $20 billion to $25 billion a year. 
But do not let the Government ration health 
care or control prices, because we'll fail here 
like many others who have tried it failed 
abroad. 

Education, education: Wisconsin’s in the 
lead. We've got a good record, and we’ve got 
a good program. It says it’s not good enough 
to do it the way the subcommittee chairmen 
in Washington say. Give the power not to 
the teachers union but to the teachers. God 
bless our teachers who are doing so much 
for our kids. And give parents—Milwaukee 
has led in this, Milwaukee has led—give par- 
ents the choice of public, private, or religious 
schools. Help them, and that will make all 
schools better. 

Welfare reform: We've got bold new pro- 
grams. Let me just salute your Governor for 
leading the Nation with Learnfare and 
Workfare and trying to break the cycle of 
welfare. That is a compassionate approach, 
the strong approach. I salute Tommy 
Thompson and I want to see this happen for 
the entire country. 

Crime: we've got a very positive record. 
Our spending to support our law enforce- 
ment officers is way up. The Arkansas record 
is sorry. The other day who came to see me 
in the Oval Office, eight officers. They were 
from the Little Rock Fraternal Order of Po- 
lice. And they endorsed me for President of 
the United States. 
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And the point I’m going to make right 
down to the election is that character counts. 
You cannot make the White House into the 
waffle house. You cannot flip-flop on all these 
issues. Whether it’s right to work, whether 
it’s term limits, whether it’s free trade, what- 
ever it is, Governor Clinton can be on one 
side and then heroically on the other side. 
I am telling you that Harry Truman was right; 
the buck does stop on that Oval Office desk. 
It is a question of character if you keep trying 
to waffle and be on all sides. 

Let me give you one key example. I had 
to mobilize probably the most historic world 
coalition we’ve ever seen in order to stand 
up against aggression in the Middle East. 
And I had to go against all these talking-head 
pundits; I had to go against demonstrations; 
I had to go against a determined Democrat 
majority in the House until we won them 
over. And where was Governor Clinton the 
day I made that fateful decision? He said, 
“Well, I agree with the arguments of the mi- 
nority, but I guess I would have voted with 
the majority.” What kind of leadership is 
that? That is a waffle. There is a pattern of 
deception here, and we cannot have that in 
the Oval Office. You cannot lead by mislead- 
ing. 
Finally, let me wrap it up by saying, first 
place, I’m elated that there’s only 3 days 
more to go. Barbara and I can hardly believe 
it. I’ve given you some positive reasons, 
whether it’s crime or education or welfare 
reform, to vote for me for President. But I'll 
give you another one. I think we’ve got the 
best First Lady we possibly could have. 

But let me tell you why I believe that 
character 

Audience members. Barbara! 
Barbara! 

The President. Barbara's a perfect 10, the 
man says. Okay. 

But let me tell you why, in a serious mo- 
ment here before we take this exciting train 
trip, let me tell you why I believe that char- 
acter really does count. Remember, I cited 
this in the debate, but Horace Greeley said 
this, “Fame is a vapor, popularity an acci- 
dent, riches take wing; only character en- 
dures.” And I really believe that that’s espe- 
cially true in the Presidency. It matters not 
just because of the plans you make but be- 


Barbara! 
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cause of the crises that you never possibly 
can foresee. 

Yes, the world is much safer today. But 
as Dick Cheney, our able Secretary of De- 
fense, reminded us the other day, who knows 
where the next crisis will come? The Soviet 
bear is dead, but there are a lot of wolves 
out there in the woods. So imagine, a year 
from today, if you picked up a newspaper 
out in front of your house and you read about 
some upheaval, some unforeseen upheaval, 
some terrorist getting ahold of a nuclear 
weapon, and how you would react to that. 
I believe that you’ve got to close your eyes, 
imagine in that dangerous situation an Amer- 
ican leader without any experience, com- 
pletely untested, a leader about whom lit- 
erally we know very, very little. And what 
we do know is this troubling pattern that I 
mentioned, this pattern of being on one side, 
pattern of indecisiveness. 

So I don’t believe that we can take this 
kind of risk, not now, not in this incredibly 
uncertain time, and not when our children’s 
security is at stake. When that next crisis oc- 
curs, and you can bet that somewhere it will, 
whether it’s at home or abroad, the entire 
world is going to look to the American Presi- 
dency. 

Bill Clinton says, “It’s not the character 
of the President; it’s the character of the 
Presidency.” Wrong. They're _ inter- 
connected; they're locked. So you’ve got to 
ask, what is character? A friend said, well, 
it’s acting alone the same way you would act 
with a million people watching. That’s a good 
description. But while nobody may be watch- 
ing in the Oval Office, millions will feel the 
impact of the judgment of the President of 
the United States. 

I’ve been tested. We've managed world 
change that I think history will record as al- 
most Biblical proportions. These young kids 
here go to bed at night without the same 
fear of nuclear war that their mothers and 
dads had. That is a major accomplishment, 
and we as a country can take great pride in 
it. 

But I'll never forget when we were faced 
with a crisis now known as Desert Storm. 
I didn’t waver. I took a stand. I made the 
decision to go to war because I knew it was 
right, not because I felt it was popular. 
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You've got to go back and remember all the 
predictions of the body bags, and how I 
hadn’t convinced the country, and how the 
demonstrators were expressing the will of the 
people, and that I had to make a lonely deci- 
sion. 

I'll never forget being with Barbara up at 
a little chapel we have there at Camp David, 
when we had to make a decision, when I 
had just made a decision. A couple of days 
later, America’s sons and daughters would go 
into war again. It is not an easy decision. 
You've got to do it from conviction all the 
way. It’s an awesome A to ask 
anybody’s kid to possibly knock on death’s 
door a little early. It’s a responsibility that 
I’ve tried very hard to fulfill with honor and 
decency and, yes, duty, above all, I hope in- 
tegrity. 

And so that’s your call. And now as we 

o down to the wire on November 3d, and 
all the polling and all the pundits won’t make 
any difference at all. It’s up to the people. 
When you enter that voting booth, please ask 
yourself three commonsense questions: Who 
has the right vision for America’s economic 
future? Who can lead us through this global 
transition? And which outils has the 
character—who would you trust with your 
family; who would you trust with your coun- 
try when a crisis arrives? Ideas, action, and 
character: I have tried hard to be a proponent 
of all three. 

May God bless this country. Go to the 
polls. We need your support. We are going 
to win this election for the young people here 
today. Thank you, and God bless each and 


every one of you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the 
train depot. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Sussex, Wisconsin 


October 31, 1992 


The President. Thank you, Tommy. Let 
me return the compliment. In case Wiscon- 
sin doesn’t know it; I know it; everybody else 
seems to know it; you have one of the truly 
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great Governors in the United States, 
Tommy Thompson; great wife, Sue Ann. 

Thank heavens for people like Jim Sensen- 
brenner in the United States Congress. We 
need more like him. Send us more like him, 
Tom Petri as well. May I thank Paul 
Fleischman, thank all of you. We've got a 
very important election coming up, and one 
of the key races is to reelect Bob Kasten for 
the United States Senate. 

Audience members. Bobby! 
Bobby! 

The President. Well, I’m told that this is 
the home town of Quad Graphics. That’s the 
great—[applause|—they do a lot of printing. 
One of the things they help with is News- 
week. Well, maybe you saw last week News- 
week had a cover of my opponent. And the 
caption said, “President Clinton?” with a 
question mark. 

Well, we're about to answer that question. 
Hold the presses for the next cover. Tell all 
those Washington—those kind of salon lead- 
ers, tell those media talking heads we are 
going to win this election on November 3d. 
And here is why. Here is why. There is a 
vast difference between experience, political 
philosophy, and yes, a vast difference in char- 
acter, and on all three of those I believe I 
will win. 

I think we have it in focus now. After 11 
months of Governor Clinton bashing us and 
our record, telling the Nation that we’re in 
decline, the Arkansas record is finally in per- 
spective. Here’s a couple of the characteris- 
tics that you might want to guard against. 

Arkansas is the 50th in the quality of envi- 
ronmental initiatives. Fiftieth—you're going 
to get worked up when you hear this list— 
50th in the percentage of adults with a col- 
lege degree; 50th in per capita spending on 
criminal justice; moving up now, 49th in per 
capita spending on police protection; 48th in 
percentage of adults with a high school di- 
ploma; 48th in spending on corrections; 46th 
on teacher salaries; 45th in the overall well- 
being of children. And he said in the debate, 
“I want to do for the United States what I’ve 
done for Arkansas.” No way! No way! 

We're going to not let him do that. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 


Bobby! 
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The President. This guy says, the guy says 
“give ’em hell.” I’m reminded of what Tru- 
man said. He said, “I don’t give them hell, 
I just tell the truth and they think it’s hell.” 

Governor Clinton says he’s the candidate 
of change. Yes, that’s the kind of change we 
need: $150 billion in more taxes, $220 billion 
more spending. That change would take us 
right back where we were the last time we 
had a Democratic President and Congress. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You had interest rates at 
15 percent, you had the—no, interest rates 
at 21 percent. You had inflation at 15. You 
had the “misery index” at 20. We've cut that 
in half. You had the country going the wrong 
way. Now we're starting to grow. Let’s keep 
it — 

You talk about change. All you hear from 
these two is change, change, change. That 
is all you will have in your pockets if you 
put Clinton and Ozone into office. 

But look, we’ve been told that the whole 
world’s going to Hell, and we're in a deep 
recession. We are growing, but we’re not 
growing enough. It’s going to be the United 
States because of my experience in inter- 
national affairs that’s going to increase the 
markets for Wisconsin products. We are 
going to lead the way internationally to new 
prosperity for the United States and for our 
workers. 

Let me mention something about the 
farm; let me just mention the farm economy. 
Income on ag is up. In fact, in the last couple 
of years at record highs. Ethanol is up. As 
I drove through on this train through some 
of that beautiful corn country, I’m thinking, 
thank heavens we’re using more ethanol. 
Thank heavens I stood up against the ex- 
treme environmentalists, and said we're 
going to use more ethanol and try to use it 
year-round. 

They get on me about calling Senator Gore 
Mr. Ozone. Well, let me tell you what I 
mean. We've got a good record on the envi- 
ronment. We're the ones that are leading on 
CFC’s, on planting one million trees a year, 
on climate change, on getting a Clean Air 
Act. It is our administration that has done 
all these things. But I believe you can use 
ethanol, and I believe you do not screech 
this country to a halt in the name of some 
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extreme environmental position. We've got 
a good record. But jobs matter. Families mat- 
ter. Jobs and families ought to take a little 
priority around here, if you ask me. 

Governor Clinton says he wants to have 
Government invest. Government can’t even 
run a two-bit—Congress can’t even run a 
two-bit bank or a two-bit post office. They 
can’t invest anything. But it’s small business 
that creates the jobs. So, less regulation, less 
Government spending, less in taxes for small 
business, and fewer lawsuits that drive small 
business to the wall. 

The trial lawyers are the ones that are sup- 
porting Governor Clinton, and the people are 
supporting me. We’re going to put a cap on 
these outrageous lawsuits that keep doctors 
from delivering babies or keep Little League 
coaches from coaching, or keep somebody 
along the highway from helping his fellow 
man, because they're afraid of some crazy 
lawsuit. Let’s sue each other less and care 
for each other a little more in this country. 

Health care: We've got the best program. 
Provide insurance to the poorest of the poor 
through vouchers. Help that overtaxed mid- 
dle class by some tax credits. Get rid of the 
frivolous malpractice claims. But keep the 
Government out of the quality of health care. 
Our plan will work. Our plan will work. 

Welfare reform: I salute your Governor. 
He is leading with Learnfare and Workfare. 
We've got to break the cycle of dependency, 
and I am proud that we have supported 
Tommy. We're going to do the same thing 
for the entire country: reform it, work and 
learn; work and learn. 

Crime: I think we all ought to recognize 
that with the neighborhoods and some places 
being threatened by crime, we owe a great 
vote of thanks to our law enforcement offi- 
cers, the police, the sheriffs, whoever they 
are. We need stronger anticrime legislation 
that has a little more compassion for the vic- 
tims of crime and a little less for the criminals 
themselves. I’ve worked hard. We just got 
a bill through the Congress to do something 
about these deadbeat fathers, speaking of 
welfare reform, those that leave mothers with 
paying all the bills. We’re cracking down on 
those people, and we’re supporting the law 
enforcement people that are going after 
them. 
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Balanced budget: We've got the best plan 
to get this crazy deficit off the back of these 
young people. Here’s some ideas for you. 
Why don’t we do what a lot of States have 
and give us a balanced budget amendment, 
and make the Congress and the President 
get it down? Why don’t we give you, the tax- 
payer, a check-off so you can say if you want 
to, we'll check off 10 percent of your income, 
and that then will have to be spent by Con- 
gress finding the reductions, have to be spent 
on lowering the deficit. The third one: How 
about giving me what 43 Governors have, 
that line-item veto? You’re right. Take this, 
mark it out. 

You know, we've had a big discussion in 
this election about character, and character 
does count. It is my view that as President 
you cannot waffle. You cannot be on all sides 
of every question. If you make a mistake, you 
do what your kids do. You look the people 
in the eye as President, and you say, “I made 
a mistake.” Then you get on with leading the 
American people. But you cannot waffle. 

Audience members. We trust Bush! We 
trust Bush! We trust Bush! 

The President. You cannot vacillate and 
be on one side of an issue one day and one 
the next. The right-to-work States say, “Oh, 
I’m for right to work,” and then come the 
labor leaders and say you're against it. Term 
limits: one day, oh, it makes sense; then in 
the debate, no it makes no sense. North 
American free trade agreement: You heard 
it in the debate. I am for it, because it will 
create jobs through exports. He says, “Well, 
I am for it, but—” You cannot have a lot 
of “buts” in that Oval Office. You’ve got to 
call them as you see them, like the umpire 
does. Call them, and take the consequences. 
Don’t worry about your own popularity; do 
what is principled and right. You cannot lead 
America by misleading the American people. 
That’s one of the reasons I am going to be 
reelected on November 3d. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, I had to make 
a tough call a while back when aggression 
threatened the entire Middle East and, in 
my view, would have threatened the United 
States. If we'd have listened to the critics, 
I believe Saddam Hussein would be sitting 
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in Saudi Arabia today, and oil prices would 
be up about $10 a gallon for gas; certainly 
$5. 

But we took some action, and I had to 
make a decision that was unpopular. And 
where was Governor Clinton? Here’s what 
he said, I agree with the minority—that’s a 
paraphrase—I agree with the minority, but 
I guess I would have voted with the majority. 
You cannot do that as the Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces. I believe because 
I did serve my country in war and did put 
on a uniform and do believe in honor, duty, 
and country that that makes me a better 
choice for Commander in Chief of the 
Armed Forces. 

But let me tell you in conclusion why I 
think character counts. Do you remember 
what I said in the debate? I paraphrased Hor- 
ace Greeley. And he says, “Fame is a vapor, 
popularity an accident, riches take wing, and 
only character endures.” I think that is espe- 
cially true of the Presidency of our great 
country. I know that we’ve made the world 
safer. The Soviet bear is no longer. Inter- 
national communism, imperial communism, 
certainly on the wane, if almost nonexistent. 

But we’ve got to remember, there are still 
threats. There are still wolves in the woods. 
We've reached historic agreements with 
Boris Yeltsin to eliminate these SS—18’s, the 
most destabilizing of all weapons. I am proud 
that we have done that. But the world is not 
free of conflict, and the United States must 
remain strong. We must not cut the muscle 
of our defense. 

But I ask you to close your eyes and imag- 
ine in a crisis situation an American leader 
totally without experience, completely 
untested, a leader about whom we know 
very, very little, if you get down to it. What 
we do know is a troubling pattern of being 
on one side and then another, an ingrained 
habit of trying to lead by misleading and not 
coming clean. I don’t believe we can take 
this kind of risk. 

When that next crisis occurs, whether it 
is at home or abroad—and you can be certain 
one will occur—the entire world is going to 
focus on the American Presidency. And 
they're going to look to his experience, and 
they’re going to count on his character. 
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Some say, “Well, what exactly is char- 
acter?” Well, a friend of mine put it this way, 
saying, “It is acting alone the same way you 
would act with a million people watching.” 
Well, as President, you’re never more alone 
than at times of crisis. While nobody may 
be watching the Oval Office, millions will feel 
the impact here and abroad, the impact of 
your judgment. 

I have been tested, and we've managed 
world change of almost Biblical proportions. 
Our success can be measured by the head- 
lines never written, the countless crises that 
never occurred. But when that real event did 
occur, I did not waver. I took a stand. I made 
the decision to go to war because I know 
it was right, not because it was popular. 

I remember being at Camp David with 
Barbara on a cold day, rainy day, when the 
ground war was about to begin to liberate 
Kuwait. I remember the agony of having to 
decide, especially in the face of all the pro- 
tests, especially in the face of all the criticism 
from some of the more liberal Members of 
the Congress saying, Bush will have on his 
hands the body bags. Do you remember the 
counts, 20,000, 50,000, whatever it was? 

And I remember the agony of having to 
make that call. And I remember praying— 
yes, I do, and so does Barbara; we still say 
our prayers—praying that these young kids, 
somebody else’s sons and daughters, would 
return home safe and sound. God bless those 
kids that went. God bless those that went. 

What I think I’m trying to tell the Amer- 
ican people here on this beautiful day in Wis- 
consin is, there is an awesome responsibility, 
to ask our young men and women to knock 
early on death’s door. It’s a responsibility that 
I have tried to fulfill with honor and duty 
for my country. I hope I brought integrity 
to it. But that is up to the people now on 
November 3d. And then the polls, all these 
pundits, they don’t matter anymore. It is up 
to the American people. 

When you enter that voting booth, I ask 
you to ask yourself three commonsense ques- 
tions: Who has the right vision for America’s 
economic future? Who can lead us through 
this global transition? And which candidate 
has the character to merit the trust of the 
American people? 
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Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. So my view is this: Do not 
listen to the doomsayers. Do not listen to 
those that say we’re a nation in decline. 
We've got some big problems, but you solve 
them by leadership. I ask for your support. 
I ask for your trust to lead this, the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth, for 4 more 
years. Thank you. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. May God bless our wonderful country. 
Thank you very much. Thank you so much. 
Thank you very, very much. 

Now, let me just say it is my view, my im- 
partial view, that we've got the best First 
Lady we could possibly have. I want you to 
listen to her. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. In his remarks, he referred to Mayor 
Paul Fleischman of Sussex. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of 
these remarks. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 


October 31, 1992 


The President. Thank you. Thank you, 
Tommy. Thank you, Governor Thompson. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thanks for that great Osh- 
kosh welcome. Thank you. And may I salute 
Governor Tommy Thompson, who’s doing 
such a great job for this State and for the 
whole country. You’ve got a great leader in 
Tommy. 

And you've got a couple of good races 
going right here, but we must send Bob Kas- 
ten back to the United States Senate. He’s 
doing a great job for Wisconsin and for the 
country. And I want to suggest that we get 
Tom Petri going, get him back there. He’s 
looking awful good. We need him in the Con- 
gress. There he is over there. 

You know, this Spirit of America, this won- 
derful train, is going all the way across Wis- 
consin. And we are not going to stop rolling 
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until we win this election on November 3d. 
We are going to surprise these mournful 
pundits. We are going to annoy the media, 
and we are going to finish the job. I love 
it. And I'll tell you why we're going to do 
it. It’s because the choice before the Amer- 
ican people is a vast difference in experience, 
on philosophy, and yes, a vast difference on 
character. 

I hate to ruin this day by talking about 
the Arkansas record. But before we go to the 
polls, let me just put a couple of figures in 
perspective. Here’s the way Arkansas is 
doing. They are 50th in the quality of envi- 
ronmental initiatives; 50th in the percentage 
of adults with college degrees; 50th in per 
capita spending on criminal justice; 49th in 
per capita spending on police protection; 
48th in percentage of adults with a high 
school diploma; 48th on spending on correc- 
tions; 46th on teachers’ salaries; 45th in the 
overall well-being of children. And Governor 
Clinton said in that debate, “I want to do 
for America what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
No way! We're not going to let him do that. 
The people who know Governor. 

Audience members. We need Bush! We 
need Bush! We need Bush! 

The President. His own hometown news- 
paper, the Arkansas Gazette, couldn’t en- 
dorse him for President. And the people that 
know him best agree that he will be wrong 
for America. Now, he talks about change. He 
says he’s the candidate of change. We do not 
need to change by raising taxes and increas- 
ing spending. You want to go the Clinton 
route, every day will seem like Halloween. 
[Laughter] Fright and terror, witches and 
devils everywhere. 

Governor Clinton dreams of expanding the 
American Government. I want to expand the 
American dream by stimulating small busi- 
ness. 

The last time we tried the change that he 
wanted, you all remember that, remember 
what it was like with a Democrat in the White 
House and these same Democrats control- 
ling Congress? You had interest rates at 21 
percent—she remembers—you had inflation 
at 15, you had the “misery index” at 20, and 
you had hope and despair. Things are better, 
and they're going to be even better if you 
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send us more Members of Congress like the 
ones that are here today. 

You talk about change; with this guy’s tax 
plan, that’s all you’re going to have left in 
your pocket if you get Clinton and the Ozone 
Man in there. 

The only way that they thought they could 
win was to tell everybody in America that 
things were terrible. Some families are hurt- 
ing, Sut we have grown for six straight quar- 
ters. We grew at 2.7, and we’re doing far 
better than Japan, Germany, and the other 
countries around the world. It is the United 
States leadership that is going to lead the 
world to economic recovery with more jobs 
for America. 

And here’s how we're going to do it. In 
Wisconsin and others, we've got the best 
workers anywhere in the world. Let’s open 
markets abroad. Let’s expand trade with 
“Buy USA” products, “Made in USA” prod- 
ucts going into every market around the 
world. And we are the ones to lead for that. 

The farm economy is at a record high. 
We're doing better on ethanol. I was so 
pleased to drive through the corn country 
and see a good crop. We're doing better on 
exports. But this environmental extremist of 
the Ozone Man and Governor Clinton is not 
the way to go. Somebody ought to care about 
the working men and women in this country. 
We've got a strong environmental record, but 
it is not an extreme. And I do not want fuel 
efficiency standards of 40 to 45 miles per gal- 
lon that says to every auto worker, your job 
is at stake. Hold the line. Do not let them 
do that. 

Governor Clinton says, “I want to have 
Government invest more.” What I want to 
do is unleash small business. They create 
two-thirds of the job. Less regulation, less 
taxes, and less—these crazy lawsuits that run 
the cost of business up. Governor Clinton re- 
fuses to even try to put the caps on these 
lawsuits, these crazy malpractice suits, these 
liability suits. I will stand up to the trial law- 
yers. With a new Congress, we will get the 
job done. 

We've got the best plan on health care. 
Governor Clinton wants to set up a board, 
a Government board for health care. I want 
to give vouchers to the poorest of the poor. 
I want to give credits to those overtaxed 
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Americans. I want to make insurance avail- 
able to all. I want to go after the malpractice 
suits. I want to ] insurance. But I do not 
want to let Uncle Sam try to run the health 
care in this country. 

Education: We’ve got the best plan, Amer- 
ica 2000. Governor Thompson and Wiscon- 
sin are in the lead on it. And what we say 
is, let’s not worry so much about the National 
Education Association, let’s help the teach- 
ers. Let’s help the teachers, and God bless 
them for what they do for our kids. Besides 
that, one way to make schools better—pub- 
lic, private, and religious—is to give the par- 
ents a choice; help them choose public, pri- 
vate or religious schools. 

Tommy Thompson has been in the fore- 
front of welfare reform. We've got to break 
the cycle of dependency. And I am proud 
that we have been able to work with him 
by giving him waivers because, you see, I 
agree with Wisconsin that we need learning 
and we need work, and we don’t need to 
perpetuate dependency on welfare. 

On crime, I have a very radical idea about 
crime. I think we ought to back up our police 
officers a little bit more and have less con- 
cern for the criminals themselves; a little 
more concern for the victims, a little less for 
the criminal element. 

Back to Arkansas. In Arkansas the pris- 
oners spend 20 percent of their sentence in 
jail. Under the Federal Government it’s 85. 
I think we need to be a little tougher. Send 
me more Congressmen like these who will 
help us back the law enforcement officers 
an back the communities that are suffering 
from this outrageous crime. And the other 
day some guys from Arkansas came up and 
endorsed me for President, and they rep- 
resented the Fraternal Order of Police of Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas. How about that? 

With the new Congress we’re going to re- 
form Government. We're going to get the 
deficit down, and we’re going to do it wheth- 
er the liberals like it or not. We're going to 
get a balanced budget amendment. We are 
going to pve the taxpayers a check-off so they 
can check off 10 percent of their income tax 
to be applied against the debt. We’re going 
to fight for a line-item veto to let me have 
a shot at cutting the spending. And how 
about giving the Congress back to the people 
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by term limits? The President’s term is lim- 
ited; how about term limits for Congress? 
Now we're getting down 

Audience members. Clean the House! 
Clean the House! Clean the House! 

The President. Clean the House! That’s 
a good idea. You've got a good Congressman. 
Give us more like hi:a, and I wouldn’t be 
reading those signs. But yes, one institution. 
The liberal Democrats have controlled Con- 
gress for 38 years. They wouldn’t know 
change if it hit them in the face. Let’s clean 
House! 

Now let’s talk about something that is 
going to be the determining factor. Character 
and trust, both of them matter. And over the 
past 24 hours 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. Over the past 24 hours, 
Governor Clinton has become panicked. He 
uses the word “pathetic.” Well, he ought to 
know a performance like that when he sees 
one. He’s afraid for the power that he’s lusted 
for, the political viability that he wrote about 
when he was demonstrating against this 
country over in England, is going to slip away 
from him. He’s afraid it’s going to slip away, 
and he’s begun a series of personal attacks 
on my character, and he has basically called 
me a liar. And the charges he makes are not 
new. I have responded to them repeatedly 
and under oath, under oath in numerous in- 
vestigations in a 6-year, Democrat-run politi- 
cal fiasco that has cost the taxpayers $40 mil- 
lion. And yet, he has now latched on to these 
silly little charges, accusations, in a desperate 
attempt to stop his free fall in the polls. And 
we're not going to let him do that. We're 
going to keep on 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. You see, I welcome this. 
I welcome this spotlight on character be- 
cause it is an essential test of the Presidency. 
And Governor Clinton, on character, simply 
cannot pass the test. 

Here’s a quote. Here’s a quote from a 
paper a couple of days ago. Speaking at a 
crowd of 8,000, the Presidential nominee, in 
this instance that was Governor Clinton, said, 
“President Bush is a liar.” Well, frankly, 
being attacked on character by Governor 


Clinton is like being called ugly by a frog. 
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Don’t worry about it. You want to talk char- 
acter, Governor? You and Ozone want to talk 
character? All right, here we go. You can’t 
go to the trade unions one day and say you're 
against right to work, and then propound that 
you are for it. You can’t say you're for the 
North American free trade agreement in a 
debate, and then add “but.” You don’t need 
any “buts” in the White House. You've got 
to call them direct. Truman is right, the buck 
stops there. 

Term limits, oh yes, he thinks that’s good. 
But then he’s opposed to it in the debate. 
He smoked a little, but he didn’t inhale. Sure. 
Who believes that? This guy’s wound up. You 
can’t lead, you cannot lead the American 
people by misleading. And that’s the bottom 
line. And the pumpkin in Arkansas Gov- 
ernor’s Mansion has two faces: Whatever side 
you're on, he’s right there. You can’t do that 
as President of the United States. 

Let me give you a little example of what 
I mean. On April 17th he said, “I’m going 
to come out with all my draft records.” Fine. 
Some people agreed with him on the war; 
some didn’t. But he said he was going to do 
it; he hasn’t done it. Let me remind you 
about the war. I’ve already said my position. 
Frankly, I don’t think when your brothers are 
rotting in a Hanoi jail, or when people that 
are drafted out of the ghettos are serving and 
being killed in Vietnam, that you ought to 
lead demonstrations against your own coun- 
try in a foreign land. I don’t believe that. He 
differed. But you can’t have it both ways, is 
my point. You can’t protect your — via- 
bility, and then still try to ask for the trust 
of the American people. 

And let me give you one other example. 
I'll give you another example. If he wants 
to talk character and trust, how about this 
one? I had to make a tough decision on 
Desert Storm; it wasn’t easy. But I'll tell you 
this. I looked the American people in the eye 
and said, this is what we’re going to do. And 
where was Bill? He was saying, let me get 
it right now, he said, “Oh, I agree with the 
arguments made by the minority, but I guess 
I would have voted with the majority.” What 
kind of waffling leadership is that? Character, 
trust—let’s make the election on character 
and trust. That’s the way we’re going to win 
it. 
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And let me sum it up for you. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Four more. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Let me end on a very seri- 
ous note, because on Tuesday we've got seri- 
ous business. We have the privilege of going 
to the polls. And yes, I do believe character 
matters, not just because of the plans you 
make but because of the crises that you never 
foresee. 

The world is a much safer place today. And 
I am very proud that these kids here go to 
bed at night without the same fear of nuclear 
war that their parents had. I am very proud 
that there is democracy and freedom around 
the world where there used to be imperial 
communism. But let me tell you this: We've 
got to stay strong. The Soviet bear may be 
gone, but there’s wolves out there in the 
woods. And you'd better have a leader who 
you can trust when it comes to making tough 
decisions. 

We have reached historic decisions to re- 
duce and indeed eliminate nuclear weapons. 
But they've yet to be implemented. And just 
yesterday or the day before I talked to Boris 
Yeltsin, and I was reminded of how uncertain 
things can be in foreign lands. Imagine a year 
from today, if you pick up your newspaper 
in front of you and you see that there is a 
crisis around the world, imagine reading 
about an upheaval somewhere, or about a 
terrorist dictator getting ahold of a nuclear 
weapon. And then the question of character 
and trust becomes very, very important. 

And you have to ask yourself, do you want 
a leader that has proven himself in mettle, 
whether in battle or in making tough deci- 
sions, or do you want a leader about whose 
character we don’t know near enough and 
who has no experience? I say choose experi- 
ence and character. 

You know, when the next crisis occurs, 
whether it’s domestic or international, the 
entire world is going to be looking to the 
American President. And Governor Clinton 
said in the debate, he said, “It’s not the char- 
acter of the President,” he said, “it’s the char- 
acter of the Presidency.” Wrong. They are 
interlocked. We are judged by the character 
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of the person in the White House and, to 
some f res by the family in the White 
House. And thank God we have Barbara 
Bush. And in this one, I think we’ve got a 
great First Lady. We've got a great First 
Lady. 

Audience members. Barbara! Barbara! 
Barbara! 

The President. This will go to her head 
if you keep this up. Now, come on. I've got 
to live with her. 

You know, as President you are never, 
never more alone than at time of a crisis. 
And millions will feel the impact of your 
judgment. I believe I’ve been tested. We've 
managed world change of almost, I believe 
history will write this, of almost Biblical pro- 

rtions. And our success can be measured 
} the headlines that were never written, the 
countless crises that never occurred. 

But when a real evil did arise in the sands 
of the Persian Gulf, I did not waver. I took 
a stand and I made a decision to go to war, 
not because it was the popular —_ to do 
but because it was the right thing to do. And 
I'll never forget, nor will Barbara, just before 
the war broke out, actually, praying in our 
little chapel there at Camp David for the 
safety of someone else’s sons and daughters 
who had to go into battle. And did they ever 
perform with courage and did they ever 
make America proud. 

But I, this showed me that there is indeed 
in that office an awful, awesome responsibil- 
ity. It’s a responsibility that I have tried to 
honor. It is a responsibility that I have tried 
to fulfill with honor and duty and, above all, 
integrity. 

So on November 3d it all boils down to 
this: All those naysayers, those pundits on 
those Sunday morning televisions won’t be 
heard anymore, because we’re voting on a 
Tuesday and you don’t have to listen to them 
on election day. All these polls that are all 
over the field that these people live and die 
by, we don’t have to read those anymore. 

But when you enter that voting booth, you 
have to ask yourself three commonsense 
questions: Who has the right vision? And I’ve 
touched on the positive answers of that today. 
Who has the right vision for our economic 
future? Who can lead us through what is a 
global transition? Which candidate has the 
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character? And who would you trust in a cri- 
sis with your family or with the United States 
of America? 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. Ideas, action, and char- 
acter. I have tried very hard to demonstrate 
all three. And so I came here to this great 
part of Wisconsin in Oshkosh to ask for your 
support, to ask for your vote. Do not believe 
we are a nation in decline. We are the United 
States of America, the most respected coun- 
try on the face of the Earth. I ask for your 
vote for 4 more years to lead this country. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:03 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Stevens Point, Wisconsin 


October 31, 1992 


The President. Thank you. Thank you, 
Tommy. Thank you, Tommy Thompson. 
What a great Governor Wisconsin has in 
Tommy Thompson, a leader all across this 
country. And may I thank Mayor Shultz for 
the hospitality, and everybody that arranged 
this outstanding rally. It is first-class. It’s 
good for the soul. It shows that we’re moving. 

And let’s do ourselves a favor. Let’s be very 
sure that Bob Kasten is reelected for the 
United States Senate. It is an absolute must. 
And you keep hearing “Clean House! Clean 
House!” Well, elect Dale Vannes to the Unit- 
ed States Congress. Let’s try to really do 
something different here. 

Audience member. Clean the House! 

The President. That’s it, clean the House! 
That’s the one institution that hasn’t changed 
for 38 years. Let’s clean it out right. 

Well, it’s great to be by the hardest work- 
ing river in America and to talk with some 
of the hardest working people in America. 
And I like the kids in these costumes, kind 
of like a thousand points of fright. [Laughter] 
I saw one of those great big pumpkins back 
there. It had a face on one side, and they 
turned it around and it had a face on the 
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other. I thought Bill Clinton was back some- 
where else, but here he is. 

No, I’ve got this wonderful feeling that 
things are on the move. And yes, annoy the 
media and reelect George Bush for Presi- 
dent. Have you ever seen a year with that 
kind of coverage? I haven't, as long as I’ve 
been in politics. 

But we're going to show them. We are 
going to win this election on November 3d. 
And here’s why: It’s a difference between ex- 
— philosophy, and yes, a big dif- 
erence in character. And that’s why we're 
going to win the election. 

I have been pointing out all day what many 
have failed to point out in a year, and that 
is the sorry record of Governor Clinton in 
Arkansas. He threatened the other night to 
do for America what he’s done for Arkansas. 
And we cannot let that happen. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Let me just give you a 
couple of statistics: 50th—here we are in a 
great outdoor state—50th in environmental 
initiative for Arkansas; 50th in percentage of 
adults with college degrees; 50th in per cap- 
ita spending on criminal justice; 49th in per 
capita spending on police protection; 48th 
with adults with high school diplomas; 48th, 
spending on correction; 46th in teachers’ sal- 
aries; 45th in overall well-being of children. 
We cannot let him do that to the United 
States of America. 

His own hometown newspaper, the Arkan- 
sas Gazette, said they could not endorse him 
for President. The people that know him best 
think he is wrong for America. 

Now, he talks about change, change, 
change. We cannot go back to the spend- 
and-tax ways that brought us inflation at 15 
percent, interest rates at 21 percent, a “mis- 
ery index” twice what it is today. Let us not 
go back to that change, because if we did, 
change is all you’d have left in your pocket. 
And we’re not going to do that to the Amer- 
ican people. 

I guess one of the biggest differences 
we've got is on tax and spend. Governor Clin- 
ton has already said he wants to spend $220 
billion more and he wants to tax you $150 
billion, because he wants Government to in- 
vest. Government doesn’t invest; small busi- 
ness does. So here’s my plan: Let’s cut the 
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regulation. Got to give the break for invest- 
ment tax allowances and for capital gains and 
for first-time homebuyers, tax credit. Let’s 
get small business, the real employer, on the 
move. 

Agriculture is doing well, thank heavens, 
and we cannot go back. And here’s what 
we're going to do. Thank heavens ag income 
is up. Thank heavens I believe and have 
worked for ethanol, and ethanol is up under 
my administration. And the best answer is 
to close these trade agreements and open up 
the world market to the greatest vadadiee 
of agriculture in the world, the United States 
of America. 

The only way, the only way that Governor 
Clinton and the Ozone Man can win election, 
the only way they can do it is by convincing 
the country that everything is bad. The worst 
news they had was when it came out this 
week that growth across the country was 2.7 
percent. We must keep it growing until every 
single American has a job with dignity in the 
private sector. 

Audience members. We want Bush! We 
want Bush! We want Bush! 

The President. I'll tell you, I’m getting 
to that. I’m getting to that one. I'll tell you 
something else we need that I’m for and that 
he’s against: legal reform. We are suing each 
other too much and caring for each other 
too little in this country. We're spending 
$200 billion on lawyers and we ought to 
spend more on helping each other. 

And so my proposal is to put a cap on these 
outrageous liability suits that keep people 
from coaching Little League, keep friends 
from helping neighbors, keep doctors from 
practicing medicine. It is time to stand up 
to the trial lawyers and do something for the 
people. 

Another big area: we’ve got the best plan 
for health care. Governor Clinton pro. off 
by saying, well, he has a “pay or play” plan. 
We pointed out to him that would throw a 
tax on small business of 7 percent. So once 
again, why, he backs away, the Waffle Man, 
moving away from it all. 

But here’s our plan: Make insurance avail- 
able to all; make vouchers for the poorest 
of the poor so they can be insured and that 
insurance can go with them when they get 
a job, to another job; pool the insurance so 
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you bring to small business, the guys along 
Main Street here, the same kind of price for 
insurance that the big companies can buy; 
go against malpractice suits. But do not do 
what Governor Clinton wants and then set 
up a price-fixing board by the Government. 
Government can’t even run a post office, and 
the Congress can’t run a two-bit bank. We 
don’t need to get Government further in- 
volved. 

Education, Clinton wants to do it the same 
old way. And we've got a program, America 
2000, that gives the power to the commu- 
nities, to the teachers, and to the parents, 
and gives school choice to every parent for 
private, public, or religious schools. It’s 
worked in Milwaukee; it can work all across 
this country. Let’s let Wisconsin lead the way 
to literally revolutionizing and improving our 
education. 

A big difference on welfare. I salute 
Tommy Thompson, I salute all of you who 
have led the way for the Nation in saying 
this: We’ve got to break the cycle of depend- 
ency. We've got to give people a chance on 
welfare, some Learnfare, Workfare. It is not 
fair to the taxpayer unless people work their 
way off of welfare. And that’s what we’re 
doing. 

A big difference on crime. We need more 
Senators there like Bob Kasten, who stand 
up and favor the police officer and not the 
criminal element. Be tough on the criminal 
and have more compassion for the victims 
of crime. You know, I had a visit from about 
eight guys the other day. They came to see 
me; they were from Arkansas. They were the 
Fraternal Order of Police of Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas, and they endorsed me for President 
of the United States. 

Now, I heard somebody ask about how we 
get this deficit down. First place, you do it 
by controlling the growth of mandatory 
spending. Second, you don’t tax and spend. 
Third, how about this one, give us a balanced 
budget amendment and make that Congress 
live within its means. Give us a taxpayer 
check-off so everybody here that pays taxes, 
if he wants to or if she decides to, can check 
off on that tax return 10 percent of the tax 
to be used for one thing only: reducing the 
Federal deficit. And Congress must find the 
spending cuts to go with it. Then give me 
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what 43 Governors have—every day I get 
legislation down there, every day legislation 
comes down loaded up with pork—give me 
the line-item veto. And if they can’t do it, 
give me a shot at it. 

And now let’s talk about what’s going to 
decide the election in addition to these good 
programs compared to the old tax-and-spend 
programs. Let’s talk about character and 
trust. Governor Clinton, over the last 24 
hours, has been frantically flopping around 
like a bass on the side of the Arkansas River, 
and panicked, afraid that these pollsters may 
indeed prove to be wrong, those that had 
us dead and buried 2 weeks ago and now 
see us moving. 

So he’s begun a new bunch of assaults on 
my character. And if Bill Clinton wants to 
play on the character field, let’s go to work 
right now. These crazy charges you heard out 
of him last night are not new. We've re- 
sponded to them over and over again, you 
taxpayers have spent about $40 million on 
this Democratic witch hunt, and I’m sick and 
tired of it. The only way he can win is some 
last-minute smoking gun. The guy is not tell- 
ing the truth about what happened. I am. 
I have. And Ill continue to. 

Here is a guy, as I mentioned, whose 
hometown newspaper says he is a politician 
utterly devoid of principle; a guy whose sup- 
porters gave him the word “slick.” I haven't 
used that, he has. I say “slippery when wet.’ 
I think that’s a little better. [Laughter] Here’s 
a guy who has waffled and weaseled about 
the draft. I can understand somebody not 
serving, but I cannot understand somebody 
trying to have it both ways, convincing the 
draft board one thing and ‘then saying some- 
thing else. He ought to level with the Amer- 
ican people. 

Here’s a guy who actually went out—he 
doesn’t like name-calling. I made a mistake; 
I won't repeat it today. But the difference 
is, if 1 make a mistake I admit it. But here’s 
a guy that called me a liar the other day— 
I have the clipping here—and very frankly, 
being attacked by Governor Clinton on char- 
acter is like being called ugly by a frog. It 
doesn’t matter. He has no credibility in that 
field. 

But here’s why character counts. You can- 
not be on all sides of every issue if you want 


2247 


to serve as President of the United States. 
You see, Truman was right; the buck stops 
in the Oval Office. And my view is if you 
make a mistake, look the American peo " 
in the eye and tell them you made a mist 
and then get on about the business of incl 
the American people. 

But all through this campaign and all 
through his political career he’s trying to be 
one thing to one group and another thing 
to another. Somewhere in Arkansas, oh, yes, 
he’s for right-to-work. He goes to the unions 
and says he’s not. On the North American 
free trade agreement—you heard it on the 
debate—first, he was, well, he wasn’t sure. 
Then he was for it. Then in the debate he 
says, “Well, I’m for it, but I'll make some 
more changes.” You can’t have a lot of “buts” 
in the White House. You've got to make up 
your mind and call them as you see them. 

One time he was for the term limits, and 
then it didn’t seem so good. There is this 
pattern of deception. There is this pattern 
of deception that is troubling the American 
people. And you can’t lead the American 
people by misleading them. 

Let me remind you of what he said at a 
critical moment in our history on the war. 
I had to make a tough call. And here’s what 
Governor Clinton said. He said, “I agree with 
the arguments of the minority, but I guess 
I would have voted with the majority.” What 
kind of character, what kind of leadership is 
that? It is none at all. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And when | stood with 
Boris Yeltsin—and Yeltsin has said, “It was 
George Bush, the first international leader 
to stand with me, and that did more for the 
failure of that coup and the support of de- 
mocracy than anything else’—where was 
Governor Clinton? He’s saying, “Well, we 
better wait to see how it works out.” You 
can’t do that as President of the United 
States. So it does matter. Character does 
matter, and trust matters. 

I believe we've got the best program. You 
see, Governor Clinton’s going around telling 
everybody we’re a nation in decline; we're 
less than Germany and maybe higher than 
Sri Lanka. Good heavens, he ought to open 
his eyes. Millie knows more about foreign 
affairs than he does. If you get out and look 
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around the world, you'd see we have never 
been more respected. We are the leader. 
Even our economy is better than Japan and 
Germany and the rest of Europe and now 
Canada. We’ve been caught up in a global 
slowdown. And it is the United States of 
America that is going to lead the entire world 
out of it with more jobs for American work- 
ers. 

And so in the final analysis, here’s what 
it boils down to. Horace Greeley put it this 
way: “Fame is a vapor, popularity an acci- 
dent, riches take wing; only character en- 
dures.” And I think that’s especially true for 
the Presidency. Bill Clinton said—you heard 
it in the debate—“It’s not the. character of 
the President, it’s the character of the Presi- 
dency.” I think he’s wrong. I think they are 
interlocked. And I think what both Barbara 
and I do in that White House is reflective 
of the character of the Presidency. I am very 
proud of our First Lady. I am very proud 
of what she stands for and the way she has 
conducted herself with dignity and honor and 
caring and compassion. And that’s another 
good reason for 4 more years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, if you'd have 
said 4 years ago, this President is going to 
be the one to see the end of the cold war, 
this President is going to be the one to have 
negotiated with the Soviet leader the elimi- 
nation of all of these deadly ICBM missiles, 
this President is the one that’s going to bring 
ancient enemies talking to each other in the 
Middle East and see democracy on the move 
south of our border, somebody would have 
said that you’d been inhaling. [Laughter] I’m 
telling you, these are dramatic changes, and 
I am very proud of them. 

But here’s the problem: That international 
communism, that imperial communism may 
be gone, the bear may be dead, but there 
are still wolves in the woods. And we’d better 
have a President who understands you've got 
to keep America strong to guarantee the na- 
tional security of these kids, the security of 
these kids here tonight. 

And so I ask you to imagine this. If you 
go in there, think about it when you go to 
the booth: Suppose there’s a crisis here, do- 
mestically, some serious interruption, some 
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crisis—or abroad. The question is: Who has 
the character and the trust to lead the United 
States of America? You cannot have a trou- 
bling pattern of deception in that Oval Of- 
fice. It is too special. It is too trusted in itself 
by people around the world. 

And so, let me tell you just a little experi- 
ence I had. I don’t believe that we can take 
the kind of risks that Governor Clinton is ask- 
ing us to take. When the next crisis occurs, 
and you can bet that it will, the entire world 
is going to be looking to the American Presi- 
dent. They're going to look at experience, 
and they're going to count on character. And 
you might say, well, what is character? And 
I quoted it today. A friend of mine says, it’s 
acting alone the same way you would act with 
a million people watching. 

As President, you’re never more alone 
than at times of a crisis. And while nobody 
may be watching the Oval Office, millions 
will feel the impact of your judgment, mil- 
lions here and millions around the world. 
And I believe I have been tested. We’ve man- 
aged world change of almost Biblical propor- 
tions, and our success can be enh by 
the headlines that were never written, the 
countless crises that never occurred. 

But when a real event did occur in the 
sands of the Persian Gulf, I did not waver. 
I took a stand. I made the decision to go 
to war not because it was popular but be- 
cause it was the right thing to do. 

I'll never forget being with Barbara up at 
Camp David just before our kids were sent 
into battle in Kuwait. And yes, we attended 
a little chapel service there; and yes, we 
prayed for their safety because, I'll tell you 
something, it’s a terrible responsibility to 
send somebody else’s son or somebody else’s 
daughter into combat. I think I was better 
able to make that decision because I did 
stand up and serve my country. Honor, duty, 
and country mean something to me. 

But I have tried hard to keep the trust. 
And so on November 3d, when the pundits 
don’t matter anymore, these instant replay 
guys come on the television, it doesn’t matter 
what they say when you're alone in that vot- 
ing booth. And when you enter it, please ask 
yourself these three commonsense questions: 
Who has the right vision, the right program 
to help Americans? Who can lead us through 
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the global transition? And which candidate 
has the character? Who would you trust with 
your family? Who would you trust in a crisis? 

I believe people will answer those three 
questions that George Bush is the one to 
lead. I am confident about America. We are 
not a nation in decline. We are the greatest, 
freest and most productive nation on Earth. 
Now let’s join together and help every young 
person here live the American , tan 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you so much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:25 p.m. beside 
the Spirit of America train. 


Remarks on Concluding the 
Whistlestop Tour in Chippewa Falls, 


Wisconsin 
October 31, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
What a great rally. Thank you very much, 
Governor. Thank you, thank you very, very 


much. May I say at the beginning of these 
brief remarks that I am very, — grateful 


to your Governor, to my friend Tommy 
Thompson. You couldn’t have a better guy 
helping you win this State. I want to salute— 
you know, everywhere we go we see “Clean 
House!” What we need to do is have more 
Congressmen like Steve Gunderson there to 
get the job done. I support him. And then 
Wisconsin has a major national objective this 
year, and that is to reelect your great Senator 
Bob Kasten for another 6 years, 6 more. 

I want to thank all of those who made this 
spectacular rally at the end of a long day in 
this State of Wisconsin such a tremendous 
success. It is great for the morale. It con- 
vinces me we'll win Wisconsin. It convinces 
me we will win the election. I'll tell you 
something. I’ve got a little less voice, but a 
lot more heart after this crowd, I'll tell you. 

Here’s what it boils down to between Gov- 
ernor Clinton and me: the vast difference in 
experience, a vast difference in philosophy, 
a vast difference in character. And in all three 
of those, I ask for your vote. 

You know, for years, for years, I mean, 
make this months—{laughter|—Governor 
Clinton has been going around the country 


2249 


knocking us and saying everything bad not 
only about me, but he says that we are a 
nation somewhere less than Germany and a 
little bit more than Sri Lanka. He ought to 
open his eyes. We are the greatest, best na- 
tion on the face of the Earth. 

But while he’s knocking our record, I think 
it’s only appropriate to take a quick look at 
his. Here it is for Arkansas: 50th—I think 
of Wisconsin as an environmental State—Ar- 
kansas, 50th in environmental initiatives; 
50th in the percentage of adults with a col- 
lege degree; and you go on and on and on. 
Unfortunately, the people of Arkansas de- 
serve better. But here’s the problem. Gov- 
ernor Clinton said, “I want to do for the Unit- 
ed States what I’ve done for Arkansas.” No 
way! No way! Happy Halloween. We don’t 
need that for the United States of America. 

By the way, if a couple of yuppies dressed 
as moderates come to your door, bags in 
hand, give them some candy, but watch your 
wallet. They’re coming after you, Governor 
Taxes and the Ozone Man. Don’t let them 
in. It’s a trick, not a treat. 

No, Governor Clinton goes all around the 
country talking about change. He says he is 
the candidate of change. That’s outrageous. 
I'll tell you the kind of change we'd get if 
we'd elected him: the same as we got when 
we had a Democrat in the White House and 
the liberal Democrats controlling Congress. 
We would have inflation—remember how it 
was in 1980—inflation at 15, interest rates 
at 21, the “misery index” at 20, and change 
is all you'd have left in your pocket. We can- 
not go back. And we're not going to. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Governor Clinton—they 
say they don’t want a tax, but why is he 
dressed up as Fred Flintstone? He wants to 
tax America back to the Stone Age, and we’re 
not going to let him do it. He has already 

roposed $150 billion in new taxes and $220 

illion in new spending, a lot more Govern- 
ment programs. The answer is not that. It 
is to hold the line on taxes, hold the line on 
spending, and give the taxpayer a break for 
a change. 

The only way that Governor Clinton and 
Ozone can win, the only way they can win 
it, is if they convince America that everything 
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is wrong with our economy. And yes, a lot 
of people are hurting. But let me tell you 
something: All around the world our econ- 
omy, in spite of its slowness, is the envy of 
the world. We grew at 2.7 percent in the 
last quarter. And we're going to keep on lead- 
ing until every American that wants a job gets 
a job. But we are not going to tax and spend 
to do it. 

Our agenda for America’s renewal has a 

good plan. It’s a great plan on long-term is- 
sues. The answer to lead us out of this is 
to open new markets abroad. We'd have the 
best workers, the most productivity of any 
country. We are going to open new markets 
abroad by free and fair trade, and then goods 
marked “Made in the United States” will 
have move opportunities around the world, 
and workers in this country will have more 
jobs. 
' Our agricultural economy, thank heavens, 
is not doing too bad at all. Incomes are at 
a record high since I’ve been President. Ex- 
ports have saved our Nation. One out of 
every three acres, one way or another, ends 
up going to foreign markets. We've done well 
with ethanol, and the other day I made a 
waiver so that we can use ethanol hopefully 
around the clock. Governor Clinton’s cam- 
paign, oh, well, they had great problems with 
this because Ozone Man didn’t like it. But 
let me tell you something. If I have to come 
down on an environmental extreme or the 
side of the American farmer, put me on the 
side of the farmer. We have a good record. 
This is a good, sound environmental State, 
and we've got a good, strong record. But 
you've got to think of the working man and 
the working woman and the family. We have 
found the balance between growth and 
sound environment, and we must not go to 
the extreme. 

You heard Governor Clinton in the de- 
bates talking about Government investing. 
Government doesn’t invest. Small business 
invests. Individuals invest. Small business 
creates two-thirds of the jobs in this country. 
So how about this for a plan: less regulation, 
less taxes, and fewer lawsuits. Let’s get busi- 
ness going again. 

The trial lawyers do not want to put caps 
on these liability claims, and it is a crime. 
It is absolutely wrong when an American 
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asses another by on the highway for fear 
he’s going to get sued if you reach out a help- 
ing hand, or when a Little League coach 
doesn’t dare coach, or when a doctor doesn’t 
deliver a baby because of a malpractice suit. 
We've got to sue each other less and care 
for each other more. 

We have the best plan for health care. A 
new Congress is coming in. The old one has 
screwed up a tiny little bank and a tiny little 
post office, so a lot of those bozos are going 
to be gone. Excuse the expression. No, no, 
I shouldn't say that. I apologize. A lot of these 
old fogies are going to be out of there, put 
it that way. We've got the best health care 
plan. What it says is provide vouchers to the 
poorest of the poor so they'll have health in- 
surance; give the next bracket in income a 
little break on the taxes; go after the mal- 
practice suit; pool insurance so you bring the 
cost down. But do not do what Governor 
Clinton wants and get the Government fur- 
ther involved, because that means less quality 
of health care. 

In education, Governor Clinton wants to 
think the same old way, same old bureau- 
cratic way. We’ve got a good program, Amer- 
ica 2000. It literally revolutionizes American 
education. It puts the power not in the head 
of the teachers union but in the head of the 
teachers and the families and the parents, 
and that’s where it belongs. One thing we’re 
going to do is provide—like it’s working in 
Milwaukee—provide school choice so the 
parent can decide private, public, or religious 
schools. We’ve done well. One out of every 
two college students has financial aid; Pell 
grants are up. And we are going to keep fight- 
ing until every student has a share of the 
American dream by a good education. 

Another thing we’ve got to do, and Gov- 
ernor Thompson is in the lead on this one, 
we've got to have national welfare reform. 
Your State has led the way, thanks to Tommy 
Thompson. We’ve got to break this cycle of 
welfare. We need more jobfare, more 
learningfare, and less dependency. We need 
to get those deadbeat dads to pay up. We 
need to let kids save a little more money so 
their parents aren’t thrown off of welfare. 
But we’ve got to put incentive into the sys- 
tem. And I am proud that we have led with 
Wisconsin on doing that for the Nation. 
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Let me be clear on another difference. 
Make no doubt about it, I support the men 
and women of the law enforcement commu- 
nity who are risking their lives for us every 
single day. And I want to back them up with 
strong anticrime legislation. Let’s have a little 
more legislation that’s concerned about the 
victims of crime with a little less concern for 
the criminal. And I might say I am very proud 
that I was endorsed for President by the Fra- 
ternal Order of Police in Little Rock, Arkan- 
sas. How do you like that? 

I see these wonderful kids here, and I’m 
going to redouble my efforts to do something 
about this deficit. And here’s what we're 
going to fight for with a new Congress: no 
more gridlock. There'll be 100 to 150 new 
Members of Congress, and here’s what we’re 
going to get them to do: a balanced budget 
amendment. A taxpayer check-off so every 
one of you can have some say in it. You check 
10 percent of your income taxes if you want 
to and have them applied to one thing, bring- 
ing down the Federal deficit. And Congress 
all have to cut accordingly. And then I will 
ask the new Congress to give me what 43 
Governors have. They send all this pork- 
laden legislation. Give me that line-item veto. 
If they can’t do it, give me a shot at it. 

A President’s term is limited. Why not 
limit the term for Members of Congress and 
give the Congress back to the people? 

Slight cold. Well, now let’s talk about 
what’s going to decide this election. We've 
got the best policies. We've got the best pro- 
grams. But there’s a couple of other ingredi- 
ents, and they are called character and trust. 
And I believe we have to lead there. Gov- 
ernor Clinton about a week ago called me 
a liar, but that’s all right. Being attacked by 
Governor Clinton on character is like being 
called ugly by a frog. I don’t worry about 
it. I don’t worry about it one single bit. 

I'll tell you, though, in all seriousness, what 
bothers me. I found out something about 
being President. You make a mistake, you 
look the American people in the eye and say, 
look, I messed that one up. I blew it. Now, 
let’s get on with the people’s business. But 
I also found out this: You cannot be all things 
to all people. You can’t be on every side of 
every issue. You've got to stand for some- 
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thing. And you cannot lead the American 
people by misleading the people. 

Now, let me . you a few examples of 
flip-flops. One day he’s for the free trade 
agreement. Then he goes to the labor union 
leaders in Washington, he’s got a few reserva- 
tions. In the debate the other night, every- 
body had to say what they were for. He said, 
“Well, I am for it, but”—then he started to 
hedge. You cannot have “buts” in the Oval 
Office. You’ve got to say yes or no. In one 
= of the country he’s for the right-to-work 
aws. In another he goes up to Michigan, and 
he says he’s opposed to them. One part of 
the country he says, well, maybe term limits 
are okay. Then again he says, well, on the 
other hand, maybe they’re not. Flip-flop, flip- 
flop. You cannot do that if you want to be 
President of the United States. 

Let me remind you about the Persian Gulf. 
I had to lead. I had to bring along a reluctant 
Congress. I had to stand up to the media 
who said, “Oh, George Bush is inarticulate. 
He can’t defend his policies. He can’t lead.” 
I did it. And I brought along the entire world. 
We had to make a very difficult decision. And 
at the time I made the Congress stand u 
and vote, here’s what Governor Clinton said. 
He said, “I agree with the arguments made 
by the minority, but I guess I would have 
voted with the majority.” What kind of lead- 
ership is that for the Commander in Chief 
of the Armed Forces? 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And did you read the dis- 
patch out of Baghdad today? Has anybody 
seen it? I'll paraphrase it. Tonight, Saddam 
Hussein’s government plans to have a rally 
for 500,000 people in pane Baghdad if 
I lose the election. Well, they can put that 
party on hold, because I’m not going to lose 
it. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Character and trust. Char- 
acter and trust. And you know, we've done 
a lot. I am proud to have been a part of this 
part of history so every kid here tonight can 
say, we go to bed at night without the same 
fear of nuclear war that our parents had. An- 
cient enemies are talking peace in the Middle 
East, and democracy is on the move in East- 
ern Europe and in Russia and south of our 
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border. It’s democracy and freedom are the 
order of the day. And our foreign policy 
helped bring this about. And as a result we've 
been able to reduce defense spending. But 
let me tell you something. The world is still 
a dangerous place. We must keep our na- 
tional security up, and we must not cut into 
the muscle of our defense. But the times call 
for a leader who has been tested and who 
has been experienced by the realities of war 
and peace. 

It is a strange year. I don’t believe I’ve 
ever seen a stranger year in politics. How 
would you like to be a talking head on a 
Washington TV show the day after the elec- 
tion? They are going to be wrong, every sin- 
gle one of them. Annoy the Media. Reelect 
Bush. I’ve never seen anything like it. Have 
you ever seen these talk shows at night going 
on asking themselves, “Have we been fair to 
the President?” I’ve never seen that before 
in my life. They know the answer. They don’t 
have to have a show about it. And we're going 
to show them on November 3d. 


But you know, last night, it got a little odd 
last night, a little strange. A voter in Michigan 
called in—I think it was a call-in show—and 
Governor Clinton told him that he planned 
now to be playing his saxophone in the White 


House and that he’s already planning his in- 
auguration parade. Not so fast there, Bill. 
Not so fast. He’s been declared the prohibi- 
tive favorite by the talking heads. Yesterday 
he said he was the underdog. And today he’s 
got his saxophone warming up to play in the 
Oval Office. Only Bill Clinton can change his 
mind that fast. 

But let me tell you—let me help him. I 
know he studied at Oxford, and I know when 
he studied in Oxford. But let me tell you 
something. He doesn’t understand exactly 
how this system works. You see, it is the peo- 
ple that choose the leaders, not the pollsters, 
and not some kind of campaign rhetoric. 

These pundits, I feel like Harry Truman 
does about these pundits. And let me be 
clear: I’m not talking about these guys with 
the cameras here tonight. People take it out 
on them. These are the good guys. We've 
granted them amnesty until November 4th, 
and we’re all for them. But I’m talking about 
these deadly talking heads that come on 


these Sunday television—some Republicans, 
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I’m embarrassed to say, and a heck of a lot 
of Democrats and a lot of others that make 
you think that they’re sent down from heav- 
en. But let me tell you something. I am not 
giving them hell, I’m doing like Harry Tru- 
man says: I tell the truth, and they think it’s 
hell. [Laughter] But they are not going to 
decide this election. The decision is going 
to be made on who’s got the best program 
to lift this country up, move us out of what 
has been a global recession, and lead us to 
new prosperity for the young people here 
today. 

And it’s also going to be this: People real- 
ize that though the world is more peaceful, 
it is not totally free and safe. There’s going 
to be a crisis. Someday, sure enough, there 
will be a crisis. I have found out the hard 
way that you have to make the decision. And 
I have tried to keep the trust that you have 
placed in me as President of the United 
States. 

Let me tell you what it was like. Barbara 
and I sat up there at Camp David, or at- 
tended church a day or two before we had 
to make this decision, before I made this de- 
cision on sending your sons and your daugh- 
ters to Kuwait. And it is not easy. It is not 
an easy decision. I’ll be very candid with you. 
We went to church there, a little chapel, and 
prayed that we do the right thing, that I make 
the right call, that I make the right decision. 
And we did that, and we liberated a tiny little 
land. And in the process we elevated the 
United States to the most respected leader- 
ship role in the entire world. 

So I hope I have earned your trust. And 
so when the American people go into that 
voting booth on vanes 3d, I am going 
to look them in the eye and look at each 
one of you here in the eye, and I say this: 
I ask for your support for 4 more years based 
on trust and character and the ability to lead 
this, the greatest nation on the face of the 
Earth. 

May God bless the United States. Thank 
you for a fantastic rally. It is unbelievable. 
Thank you. Thank you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:50 p.m. on 
the observation deck of the Spirit of America 
train. 
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Statement on oe g the Airport and 
Airway Safety, we Noise 
Improvement, and Intermodal 
Transportation Act of 1992 


October 31, 1992 


Today, I am signing into law H.R. 6168, 
the “Airport and Airway Safety, Capacity, 
Noise Improvement, and Intermodal Trans- 
portation Act of 1992.” 

This legislation maintains the flow of cap- 
ital to our Nation’s infrastructure, ensuring 
the preeminent position of American avia- 
tion. Airport grants funding alone will pro- 
vide more than 75,000 jobs to the economy 
in this fiscal year. 

I have instructed the Secretary of Trans- 
portation to expedite the review and approval 
of projects funded by this legislation. We are 
prepared to put these dollars to work quickly 
in communities across America. This Act and 
the historic Intermodal Surface Transpor- 
tation Efficiency Act of 1991 that I signed 
last December together demonstrate my Ad- 
ministration’s resolve to improve our Na- 
tion’s transportation infrastructure. 

This bill will authorize substantial funding 
for the next 3 years to modernize the Federal 
Aviation Administration’s air traffic control 
system. The bill also adopts several other no- 
table aspects of our proposals. It increases 
discretionary grants for noise abatement, 
which will make better neighbors of our air- 
ports as they grow with the economy. A small 
and successful State block grant program, 
shifting funds and decision-making for small 
airport development from the Federal to the 
State level, will be continued and expanded. 

Not all of our goals were achieved, but the 
bill is a substantial gain for the American 
a oe I am disappointed, however, that the 
egislation intended to accompany ratifica- 
tion of the Montreal Protocols to the Warsaw 
Convention was dropped from the bill this 
year, but we will work for enactment of such 
legislation and ratification of the Protocols 
in the 103rd Congress. 

This is an important bill for our Nation, 
and I am pleased to sign it into law. 


George Bush 


The White House 
October 31, 1992. 
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Note: This statement follows the text as re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on October 31. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Emergency Food 
Shipments to Armenia 


October 31, 1992 


The President authorized today the imme- 
diate transport of emergency food shipments 
to Armenia. The President ordered this ac- 
tion in response to an urgent request Octo- 
ber 30 from Armenian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosyan concerning critical shortages of 
wheat grain in Armenia caused by unstable 
political and economic conditions in the 
Caucasus region. 

To assist Armenia in this current crisis, the 
United States will begin to airlift on Novem- 
ber 1 employing four U.S. Air Force C-5 air- 
craft from Kelly Air Force Base in San Anto- 
nio, TX. These aircraft will transport 236 
metric tons of all purpose flour for delivery 
to the Armenian capital of Yerevan during 
the next few days. 

In order to address the longer term winter 
food needs of the Armenian people, the 
United States has begun the shipment by sea 
of 66,000 metric tons of wheat grain. The 
U.S. will also transport 3,000 metric tons of 
processed commodities from warehouses in 
Turkey. 

Today’s action by the President dem- 
onstrates anew U.S. commitment to the wel- 
fare of the Armenian people and to the inde- 
pendence of Armenia. It is another example 
of the close bilateral relationship between 
the United States and the government of Ar- 
menian President Levon Ter-Petrosyan. 


White House Statement on Disaster 
Assistance to Florida, Louisiana, 
Hawaii, and Guam 


October 31, 1992 


The President today made available emer- 
gency ei om for the Department of 


Housing an 


Urban Development (HUD). 
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These funds will provide assistance in Flor- 
ida, Louisiana, Hawaii, and Guam to victims 
of Hurricanes Andrew and Iniki and Ty- 
phoon Omar. 

These funds were appropriated in Public 
Law 102-368, the Dire Emergency Supple- 
mental Appropriations Act, 1992, which was 
— into law on September 23, 1992. 

ese funds were made available contingent 
upon the President submitting budget re- 
quests to the Congress and designating the 
amounts requested as emergency require- 
ments. Forwarding these requests for $160 
million in budget authority for HUD and 
$57.3 million in budget authority for the De- 
partment of the Interior will automatically 
make the funds available. 

In submitting this request the President 
said: 

I am disappointed that the Congress has 
directed that any use of the $60 million 
provided for HUD’s HOME investment 
partnership program funds by States 
and localities be conditioned upon a 
proportional use of public housing 
funds. Public housing new construction 
often requires 5 or more years to com- 
plete and consequently cannot provide 
the immediate assistance required by 
these disaster victims. I am therefore 
asking the Congress to allow the Sec- 
retary of HUD to transfer any of the 
$100 million provided for public hous- 
ing new construction to other HUD 
housing programs that are able to work 
more — and efficiently to meet the 
immediate housing needs in these disas- 
ter areas. 

The requested amounts for Interior are as 
follows: 

e $30 million to meet the emergency 
needs for areas in the western United 
States stricken by drought; 
$1.3 million to document the extensive 
erosion to the Louisiana barrier islands 
caused by Hurricane Andrew; 
$1.5 million for the National Wetlands 
Research Center to assess and monitor 
the ecological response of Louisiana 
wetlands to Hurricane Andrew; and 
$24.5 million for a grant to the Louisi- 
ana Department of Wildlife and Fish- 
eries to restore damage to fish and wild- 
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life resources caused by Hurricane An- 
drew. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Auburn Hills, Michigan 
November 1, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you, thank you, thank you. Bill, hey, 
listen, thank you, Bill Laimbeer. Thank you 
all very, very much for the welcome to the 
Palace. And I am very proud to have Bill 
Laimbeer at my side. I think that’s going to 
get us in there for victory in Michigan. So, 
Bill, thank you very much. Let’s slam-dunk 
our opponent, the Governor from Arkansas, 
on Tuesday. 

No, I’m delighted to be here—very proud 
to have at my side and running our campaign 
oy the most effective leader this State 

as ever seen, but in any event, the great 
Governor John Engler. I salute him. I thank 
him. 

Do me a favor. Help me clean House. 
Clean it out. And here’s how we're going to 
do it. Elect Megan O’Neill; elect Dick Chrys- 
ler, John Pappageorge, Joe Knollenberg; 
elect them and we can help make a big step 
toward cleaning House. That one institution 
has not changed for 38 years. And now we 
can make a big change. 

I want to thank Mitch Ryder and the band. 
I want to thank all these high school bands, 
just fantastic music. And I want to salute my 
friend, our emcee, Brooks Patterson; you’ve 
got a good one there. And also the party lead- 
ers, because here’s when we get down to get- 
ting out the vote and getting down to the 
crunch. And Dave Doyle and the rest of 
them are doing a first-class job. So go the 
polls. Bring your neighbors and let’s carry 
the State of Michigan. 

I am absolutely confident of victory be- 
cause the American people are going to de- 
cide that there is a vast difference in experi- 
ence, a vast difference in philosophy, and yes, 
a vast difference in character. You know, I 
think finally one of the reasons is we're get- 
ting in perspective exactly what has hap- 
pened in Arkansas since this man has been 
Governor. They don’t like it, but it doesn’t 
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hurt to tell the truth. And here it is: Arkansas 
is the 50th in the quality of environmental 
initiatives, 50th State. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. How do you environ- 
mentalists like that? Fiftieth in the percent- 
age of adults with college degrees. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. It gets worse, hold your 
fire. Fiftieth in per capita spending on crimi- 
nal justice; 49th—wait a minute, they're 
going up here—49th in per capita spending 
on police protection; 48th in the percentage 
of adults with a high school diploma. A little 
more for you guys here. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Forty-eight for spending 
on corrections; 46th in teachers’ salaries; 
45th in the overall well-being of children. 
And Governor Clinton said, “I want to do 
for the country what I’ve done for Arkansas.” 
No way! 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. We cannot let that happen 
to this country. This country’s just beginning 
to move. Governor Clinton says he’s the can- 
didate of change. We'll get to Ozone Man 
in a minute. Let’s look closely at what Gov- 
ernor Clinton offers, and this is one thing 
the American people should focus on now 
in the last day before this campaign, $150 
billion in new taxes 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. $220 billion new 
spending. You talk about trickle-down, that’s 
trickle-down Government. Take it from the 
people and have Government spend it. And 
we're not going to let that happen. 

And you hear the same old siren’s call: 
Well, we'll take it from the rich. There aren’t 
enough rich people. So all you cab drivers, 
all you nurses, all you overworked teachers, 
watch out, watch out for it. Watch your pock- 
etbook and watch your wallets. They're com- 
ing right after you. 

You know, they talk about change, change, 
change. And all you have to do is remember 
the last time we had a man like Governor 
Clinton as President and a Democrat-con- 
trolled Congress. You had change all right. 
You had inflation at 15 percent; you had in- 
terest rates, 21.5 percent; you had a “misery 
index” at 20. And we cannot let that happen 
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to the United States. Change, change, 
change. 

Audience members. No way, Bill! No 
way, Bill! No way, Bill! 

The President. No way, that’s right. 
Change, change is all you'll have left in your 
pocket if you Tet this guy become President 
of the United States of America. 

And you know the only way, the only way 
they can win is by scaring America that we’re 
in some deep recession. Look, the economy 
is growing. We are caught up in a fragile 
international economy. You hear them talk, 
Governor Clinton says we’re something less 
than Germany and a little above Sri Lanka. 
But let me tell you something: Our economy 
is doing better than Germany, better than 
Japan, better than Canada. And if we keep 
going the way we’re moving now and get our 
programs in, we'll be leading the entire 
world, 

Yes, people are hurting. Yes, people are 
hurting in this country. But we don’t need 
to make it worse for them by going back to 
tax and spend. We need our program. And 
let me siya what it is. 

First place, we’re going to open new mar- 
kets. Exports have saved us. We are going 
to open new markets for American products 
all around the world. We are not going to 
go mapas We think we have the best 
workers in the world. Now let’s open those 
markets. 

We're going to continue to have a strong 
environmental policy. But we are not going 
to go to the extreme. Governor Clinton an 
the Ozone Man, here’s what they want to 
do. They're backing off a little now because 
they’re on all sides of every issue. They want 
to go and put a 40- to 45-mile-per-gallon 
CAFE standard, fuel efficiency standard, on 
American autos. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And that will throw auto 
workers out of work. And I’m not going to 
go the extreme. We are not going to go to 
the extreme on this environment. 

Instead of those crazy Government poli- 
cies, we are going to inspire and invigorate 
small business. And here’s how we're going 
to do it. Two-thirds of the jobs created are 
in small business, so we're going to get relief 
from taxation, relief from regulation, and yes, 





2256 


relief from litigation. We have got to have 
legal reform. These trial lawyers are backing 
Governor Clinton right up to the hilt. The 
lead trial lawyer in Arkansas said, “Don’t 
worry. Bill won’t go against us on tort re- 
form.” Look, we've got Little League coaches 
that are afraid to coach; we’ve got doctors 
that are afraid to bring babies into the world 
because of a lawsuit; we've got le that 
are afraid to help people along the Selenny 
because they're afraid to be sued. We've got 
to put an end to these crazy lawsuits. And 
we're going to do it. Whatever your politics, 
you should have an interest in that one. And 
we've got to sue each other less and care 
for each other more in this country. 

Big difference on health care. We've got 
the great health care program. And we're 
going to get it through because there is going 
to be a cleaning of the House, and there’s 
going to be 100 new Members of Congress. 
And the reason is those guys up there can’t 
even run a two-bit post office or a two-bit 
bank. So we're going to get 100 or maybe 
150 new Members of Congress. And we’re 
going to get this health care program 
through. We’re going to provide health care, 
insurance to the poorest of the poor through 
vouchers. We're going to help the overbur- 
dened next income bracket and the income 
tax range there by tax credit. We're going 
to pool the insurance so the small operator 
can get the same cost benefits as the larger 
ones, large companies. And then we're going 
to do this: We are going to say no to Gov- 
ernor Clinton’s want to let the Government 
ration health care through this board he is 
proposing. Health care for all. Health care 
for all, but use market forces to get it done. 

On education, I’ve got a big difference 
with Governor Clinton on this one. I cited 
the sorry record in Arkansas. Now we've 
adopted national education goals for the very 
first time. And I give Governor Clinton credit 
for this one, because as a Governor he 
worked with us on this. The program is this: 
Renew, literally reinvent American schools 
and give parents the choice of schools, pri- 
vate, public, or religious. And that competi- 
tion will make all the public schools better. 
It works in Wisconsin; it can work right 
across the country. 
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On welfare reform, we've got to break the 
cycle of welfare, too many people, generation 
after generation, dependent. So what we're 
going to do is go nationally with the waiver 
system, give those States the right to put in 
Workfare. People are going to get the check, 
let them do a little work and work their way 
off of the welfare. And Learnfare: help peo- 
ple to learn, these kids. It’s a tragedy, genera- 
tion after generation. Make part of the wel- 
fare reform Learnfare so people on welfare 
will have the privilege of an education in this 
country and be able to do better. 

We've gone after these deadbeat dads; 
we're going to keep after them. And yes, I 
don’t care what the liberal elite says, family 
is important. Family values are important. 
And we need to help all families, single par- 
ent, whatever it is. But we need to help them 
by getting crime out of our areas. We've got 
to have better crime legislation. We better 
get some that supports the police and some 
that has more compassion for the victims of 
crime and a little less for the criminals. 

And I'll tell you what I mean, Arkansas, 
people that are sentenced there spend 20 
percent of their sentence in jail. And under 
the Federal jurisdiction, which is mine, 85 
percent. We must support our local police 
officers. And awhile back I had a visit from 
eight guys from Arkansas, and they came up 
to endorse me for President of the United 
States. They were the Fraternal Order of Po- 
lice in Arkansas, in Little Rock. And I was 
proud to have their endorsement. 

We've got to get the deficit down, but Bill 
Clinton talks about let Government invest. 
Government never created a job. It is small 
business and private sector that creates jobs. 
So if you want to get the deficit down, here’s 
the way to do it: Control the growth of these 
mandatory spending programs. Give us a bal- 
anced budget ah ent to the Constitu- 
tion to discipline the Congress. Give every 
taxpayer the right to check 10 percent of his 
tax return, and if you want it to go the deficit, 
make the Congress put it on the deficit. Give 
the President what 43 Governors have, a line- 
item veto, and let the President draw a line 
through this excessive spending. And I'll 
throw in a fourth measure: I think it’s time 
to give the Congress back to the people. I 
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want term limits for the Members of the 
United States Congress. 

And here’s the last point: I mentioned 
character and trust. Well 

Audience member. We love you. 

The President. Well, I hope so. 

There’s been a little panic in Little Rock, 
because I think they see that the goal that 
Bill Clinton has been eagerly awaiting ever 
since he was studying in Oxford might be 
slipping away for him. He’s begun attacking 
my character. And I love to fight this one 
out in the last couple of days on character 
and trust. Yes, he is a character. But being 
attacked on character by Governor Clinton 
is like being called ugly by a frog. We don’t 
need to worry about it. We didn’t invite that 
term “Slick Willie.” We didn’t invite it. It’s 
come in from Arkansas. It was all through 
the Democratic primary. We are not going 
after his character. We're doing what Ha 
Truman is: We tell the truth, and they think 
it’s hell. So be it. We're simply telling the 
truth. 

It’s difficult for him to level with the 
American people, and here I’m very serious. 
You can’t have it both ways as President of 
the United States. You can’t tell one story 
and then another. In April, for example, on 
the draft, he said he would release all his 
draft records. And he never has done that 
to this day. He is waffling and ducking 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. and bobbing and 
weaving. And you cannot do that as Presi- 
dent. 

Listen, a lot of people opposed the war, 
and I understand that. That’s not the point 
here. The point is there is a pattern of decep- 
tion: on one side of the issue one day, and 
another side the next. And you cannot do 
that in the Oval Office. 

I think, I know a lot of the media don’t 
like this. I know a lot of our friends in the 
media don’t like this. In fact, I like these hats, 
“Annoy the Media. Reelect Bush.” Let me 
divert for a minute. Have you ever seen a 
year where they have their own seminars, 
“Have we been fair?” They know very well 
they haven’t, but we’re going to win without 
them. 

Listen, before you get too angry about this, 
share my frustration about it, please grant 
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amnesty to the good guys: the photographers, 


the guys carrying the boom mikes. Somebody 
stuck them with the American flag the other 


day. These are our friends. They are good 
people. Don’t harass them. Save your rile for 
those that aren’t here, those Sunday talk 
show people, those guys that are telling us 
how we're going to vote. 

But you know, I mentioned the draft. Even 
today we have new evidence, an affidavit that 
when Governor Clinton first ran for office 
his friends used ial connections to seize 
his ROTC file and destroy all others. He’s 
got a level with the American people on this 
kind of thing. 

But it’s not just the draft. You know my 
differences with him on organizing dem- 
onstrations. Look, people objected to the 
war. But I make a distinction: When your 
brothers or your peers are in a jail in Hanoi, 
or kids are being drafted out of the ghetto 
to go into that war that was not a popular 
war, I simply think it is wrong to go to a 
foreign country and organize demonstrations 
against the United States of America. And 
that’s what he did. And all his apologists out 
there, all these talking heads say, oh yes, but 
it was 23 years ago. Okay, if it was wrong 
to do that, just say so. If you make a mistake, 
admit it. I have done it, and that’s what you 
have to do as President of the United States. 

But the pattern continues. One time he’s 
for the North American free trade agree- 
ment; another he started to be against it, then 
in the debate say, “Well, I’m for it, but I 
will make some changes.” You cannot have 
a lot of “buts” in the Oval Office. You’ve got 
to call them as you see them. 

Term limits, CAFE standards, whatever it 
is, he’s got a position for whatever audience 
he’s talking to. And I really mean this, you 
lose all credibility as President if you try to 
do that on every issue. And let me finish this 
little start, this little beginning here by saying, 
here’s what he said on the war. It was a tou: 
decision, tough time for our country. People 
were divided. And here’s what Governor 
Clinton courageously said about the time I 
had to make this decision. He said, “I agree 
with the arguments the minority made, but 
I guess I would have voted with the major- 
ity.” What kind of waffle iron is that? 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. You can’t do it. You cannot 
be here and there. The bottom line is we 
simply cannot take the risk on Governor 
Clinton. Character, inexperience, his experi- 
ence and character do not meet the criterion 
of the Oval Office. And the world is still a 
dangerous place. We've made great progress. 
And frankly, I take great pride in the fact 
that, with a very able team, I was President 
when we greatly reduced the threat of nu- 
clear war to every family here and around 
the world. Great that we had ancient enemies 
talking to each other in the Middle East; that 
the Soviet Union is no longer international 
communism but democracy on the move. A 
lot of progress toward world peace. 

And I was thrilled the other day, yesterday, 
as a matter of fact, when an announcement 
came out of Baghdad. Saddam Hussein’s gov- 
ernment plan a big party the next day after 
the election, because they think Governor 
Clinton is going to win. Hold the phone, Sad- 
dam. They are not going to have a dem- 
onstration in Baghdad, because they're going 
to have to contend with me for 4 more years. 

Audience members. U.S.A.! U.S.A|! 
U.S.A.! 

The President. Well, actually the other 
night in Michigan, Governor Clinton told a 
voter that he’s already thought about what 
he’s going to do as President. He said he’s 
going to play his saxophone in the White 
House. And he’s ps planning the inau- 
guration parade, you know. Hold the phone, 
Bill. Hold the phone. We are going to show 
that you’re not going to be in the White 
House and you’re not going to have the pa- 
rade. And the press are going to be wrong 
about you. The day before that he said he 
was an underdog, and then yesterday he was 
a saxophone player in the White House. He’s 
waffling even on that. 

I’ve got a lesson for him. I know he studied 
at Oxford, and I know when. But he might 
not understand how democracy works. It’s 
not the pundits, it’s the people that decide 
these elections. And that’s why we’re going 
to do it. You know, I believe it’s going to 
boil down to character and trust. I think 
we’ve already kind of won the debate on tax- 
ing and spending. People do not want to tax 
and spend more. They want a little relief 
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from taxation and a little less Government 
spending. 

But the bottom line is you cannot have 
this pattern of deception and deceiving. I will 
tell you this: The toughest decision I had to 
make did relate to the war. I remember being 
up there at Camp David with Barbara a day 
or so before the battle actually began. And 
it is tough when you have to send somebody 
else’s son or somebody else’s daughter into 
harm’s way, into combat. But you can’t waf- 
fle. You’ve got to get your judgment made 
up and then you've got to say, here’s what 
we're going to do. And I did it, and I have 
no regrets. And as a result of doing it, we 
lifted the entire world. We smashed aggres- 
sion, and we restored hope in the United 
States of America. 

And now, you go to the polls. And so I’m 
going to ask—in the first place, you've got 
to work hard. You've got to go there and get 
the vote out. One of the reasons we’re going 
to win, we've got the most committed sup- 
porters. We've got people like you all who 
are going to go to those polls. 

Then I’m going to look into the lens the 
evening of the election, and I say to America: 
Give me your support based on trust, based 
on character, based on confidence in the 
United States of America. I want to lead this 
country, finish the job, restore hope and op- 
portunity to every young person here. And 
with your help, we're going to get the job 
done. 

Thank you all. And may God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you so very 
much for a great rally. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. at 
the Palace of Auburn Hills. In his remarks 
he referred to Bill Laimbeer, basketball play- 
er for the Detroit Pistons; Brooks Patterson, 
Oakland County executive; and David Doyle, 
State chairman for the Michigan Republican 


State Committee. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Stratford, Connecticut 


November 1, 1992 


The President. Thank you. Thank you all. 
What a fantastic rally. Four more. 
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Audience members. Four more years! 


Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you all. Thank you 
so very much. What a great welcome back 
to Connecticut. Thank you very much. Thank 
_ very, very much for that warm welcome 

ack. And to all of you inside and the 10,000 
outside, thanks for that welcome back. 

May I start by saluting our great congres- 
sional delegation, the Members of Congress, 
Chris Shays, Gary Franks, and Nancy John- 
son. We've got a great delegation. And now 
help them bt House by electing more to 
the United States Congress. We need Brook 
Johnson, we need Tom Scott, we need Phil 
Steele, we need Edward Munster all to go 
to Washington. 

I salute John Rowland, our emcee. I thank 
Paul Overstreet and the Gunsmoke for the 
great music. And let me thank the others that 
made this great rally possible, Doc Gunther, 
Betsy Heminway, Brian Gaffney, Dick Foley, 
and Fred Biebel—came to Connecticut in 
late 1988 just before the election. We won 
then, and we are going to win now and annoy 
the media. 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. | am very grateful to all 
of you, and I thank my brother Pres for the 
introduction. The choice before the Amer- 
ican people this year is very different, a vast 
difference in experience, a vast difference in 
philosophy, and a vast difference in char- 
acter. And we are going to win on all three. 

There’s another collateral reason, not 
nearly as important, but people are beginning 
to take a look or have already ae 9 at the 
record in Arkansas. And without ruining a 
fantastically upbeat rally, let me just click off 
a couple of numbers for you. I think of Con- 
necticut as an environmentally sound State. 
Arkansas is the 50th in the quality of environ- 
mental initiative. They are 50 in the percent- 
age of adults with college degrees. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. | don’t want to ruin the 
evening, only a few more here. They are 50th 
in per capita spending on criminal justice. 
They are 49th in per capita spending on po- 
lice protection. They are 48th in the percent- 
age of adults with a high school diploma. 
They are 48th in the spending on corrections. 
They are 46 on teachers’ salaries. They are 
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45th in the overall well-being of children. 
And Clinton has said, “I want to do for Amer- 
ica what I’ve done for Arkansas.” No way! 
Governor Clinton, we do not need that kind 
of change in this country. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We got it. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. For a long time, the Gov- 
ernor’s been running around talking about 
change. Well, let’s take a look at what he’s 
already proposed: $150 billion in new taxes, 
$220 billion in new spending. You talk about 
trickle-down Government, that’s it. His num- 
bers don’t add up. And as I say to the middle 
class, he says he’s going to sock it to the rich, 
but everybody that’s got a job, every teacher, 
every cab driver, every farmer, watch your 
wallet. The guy’s coming after you, and we’re 
not going to let him do that. 

Change, change, change, change, that’s all 
he talks about. Remember what it was like 
when we had a Democrat in the White 
House and a Democratic liberal leadership 
in the Congress? You had inflation at 15 per- 
cent; you had interest rates at 21 percent; 
you had the “misery index” at 20. And we 
are not going back to that kind of change. 
Change, that’s all you'll have left in your 
pocket if we go his route, I'll tell you. [Laugh- 
ter] 

You know, the bad news for Governor 
Clinton is that there’s been some good news 
for our economy. The economy grew at 2.7 
percent. It’s grown for six quarters. Clinton 
and the Ozone Man tell you that we are 
worse off. They tell you that we’re worse off 
than Japan and Germany. We're not. We've 
been in an economic international slowdown. 
It is the United States of America, with 
knowledgeable leadership on international 
affairs and increasing our exports, that’s 
going to lead the way to new recovery. And 
the answer to it is not tax and spend but hold 
the line on taxes and put a cap on the growth 
of these mandatory spending programs and 
then stimulate small business, investment tax 
allowance, capital gains to get people to start 
new businesses, a credit for that first-time 
homebuyer that wants to live the American 
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dream. That’s the way to do it, not bigger 
Government. 

I have a responsibility as the Commander 
in Chief and in charge of the national security 
to be sure we don’t cut into the muscle of 
the defense. Because we've been successful 
with world peace and because we've stayed 
strong and made some tough decisions, I’ve 
been able to cut defense. But now along 
comes Governor Clinton, and he wants to cut 
the muscle of our defense $60 billion more. 
We cannot let him do that. And besides that, 
besides the national security, we don’t need 
to throw an additional 1 million people out 
of work, including 9,500 right here in Con- 
necticut. So we are going to hold the line 
and keep this country secure, because who 
knows where the next threat is coming to. 
We'd better have a leader that understands 
international affairs. 

You know, Connecticut is a great trading 
State. We’ve got some of the best made prod- 
ucts in the world right here by Connecticut 
workers. And what we’re going to do is ex- 
pand our exports. Exports have saved us at 
a critical time, and we are going to create 
more American jobs by increasing exports, 
by increasing free and fair trade. 

I mentioned small business. You know, 
small business creates about two-thirds—has 
about two-thirds of the jobs. I don’t want to 
slap a tax on them for any reason. What I 
want to do is give them less taxes, less regula- 
tion, and less litigation, fewer of these crazy 
lawsuits, so we can move small business 
ahead and create jobs for everyone in Con- 
necticut that needs jobs. 

I mentioned legal reform. We're having a 
big battle in Congress. We must put a cap 
on some of these outrageous lawsuits. You 
know, when a Little League coach says, 
“Hey, it’s not worth it; I don’t want to get 
sued by somebody”; when a person along the 
highway sees somebody that’s been hurt and 
hesitates to help his or her fellow man be- 
cause they're afraid of getting sued; and 
when we've got baby doctors that refuse to 
deliver them because they're afraid of mal- 
practice, it is time to stand up to Governor 
Clinton and the trial lawyers and do some- 
thing about it. I think the bottom line is we 
ought to sue each other less and care for each 
other more in the United States. 
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Health care: we've got the best health care 
plan. The first thing we don’t need is what 
Governor Clinton wants, is a big Government 
board to ration health care. What I want to 
do is provide insurance to the poorest of the 
poor through vouchers. I want to give the 
next tax bracket up a break with some tax 
credits. We want to pool the insurance so 
everybody can get the benefit of a lower pre- 
mium for these ever-increasing insurance 
costs. Then I want to keep the Government 
from mandating prices. I want to keep the 
Government out of the business, because 
we've got the best health care quality in the 
entire world. 

And education: we've got a great program, 
America 2000. It’s beginning to work, 1,700 
to 2,000 communities across this country al- 
ready sitting down, the teachers, the parents, 
the school boards, to literally revolutionize 
education in this country. I believe that par- 
ents ought to have a right to choose the 
school of their choice, public, private, or reli- 
gious, and get some help from the Govern- 
ment. It’s tn tried, and where it’s tried 
it works. It works. And those schools that 
aren’t chosen do a better job. It worked for 
the GI bill. It is separation of church and 
state. Let’s try something new in this country. 
Let’s help these young kids have the best 
education possible. 

Welfare reform: we’ve got to break the 
back of welfare dependency. We’ve been 
working with the States to give them waivers 
so they can try learnfare or workfare and try 
to help people get off of welfare. And we 
can do it. But we've got to do it by giving 
waivers to the States and reforming our wel- 
fare system. 

I’ve got a big difference on Governor Clin- 
ton on crime. You know, in Arkansas pris- 
oners spend 20 percent of their sentences 
and that’s all; Federal Government, it is 85 
— of their sentences in jail. It’s my firm 

elief that we need to back up our police 
officers more. We need to have a little more 
compassion for the victims of crime and a 
little less for the criminal element. Thank 
God for the local police that are out there 
standing up against these drug and criminal 
elements. Our police officers are trying to 
make our neighborhoods safer. And the other 
day I was endorsed by eight people, came 
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up from Arkansas, and they were the Frater- 
nal Order of Police from Little Rock, to en- 
dorse me for President of the United States. 

I wish we had more Members of Congress 
like the ones—— 

Audience members. Bush! Bush! Bush! 

The President. I wish we had more Mem- 
bers of Congress like the ones here who care 
about the Federal deficit. And here’s some 
ideas for getting it down. Give us a balanced 
budget amendment to discipline the Con- 
gress and the President. Give us a taxpayer 
check-off so you, the voters, can say—if the 
thing that concerns you the most is the defi- 
cit, you can check off 10 percent of your tax 
return and compel the Congress to bring that 
spending down to meet that contribution. 
Then if the liberal leadership in the Congress 
can’t do it, and they haven’t been able to 
do it, why don’t we give the President what 
43 Governors have: Give him the line-item 
veto, and let the President draw a line 
through these pork barrel projects. 

And now let’s talk about what people are 
going to decide on, in addition to who’s got 
the best program and who has the best 
record on world peace. Let me tell you this: 
I see these kids here, and I take great pride 
that our administration did an awful lot to 
help eliminate the fear of nuclear weapons 
from the minds of these kids. That is major. 
That is significant. 

But now let’s talk about character and 
trust. Over the past few days you’ve seen 
Governor Clinton kind of panic, afraid that 
the power for which he has lusted—do you 
remember when he wrote back from Oxford, 
when he was over there organizing dem- 
onstrations against this country when his 
country was at war? Do you remember that? 
In the letter to Colonel Holmes, he said 
something about protecting his political via- 
bility. Well, we are going to give his political 
viability a chance to mature a little more in 
Arkansas, because he is not going to win the 
Presidency. 

Do you remember that old expression 
“Sticks and stones hurt your bones, but 
names will never hurt you?” He called me 
a liar the other day, but that doesn’t hurt. 
It’s like being called ugly by a frog. It doesn’t 
matter. I didn’t invent the word “Slick 
Willie.” He got that long before I started run- 
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ning against him. I have a confession to 
make. I did say in the convention “slippery 
when wet,” and I refuse to take it back. Be- 
cause look, he’s on one side of an issue and 
then on the other side of the issue. And as 
President you simply cannot do that. 

A lot of people objected to the war. I’ve 
no problem with that. I happen to be proud 
that I did serve my country in uniform and 
served with honor. What I object to is trying 
to have all sides of it. He ought to level with 
the American people on the draft. In April 
he said, “I’m going to come up with all my 
draft records.” And we haven't heard a peep 
out of any record yet. And even today there 
was new evidence: an affidavit that when he 
first ran for office, Governor Clinton’s friends 
used special connections to seize his ROTC 
file and destroy all others. He ought to level 
on these kinds of things. 

He'll talk about term limits one place— 
may be good; then in the debate says he’s 
against it. He goes to the auto workers and 
said, oh, he’s against the fuel efficiency stand- 
ards, but then he goes to the environmental 
group and says he’s for them. He says one 
thing on one place, another thing in another 
place. And you simply cannot be all things 
to all people. 

All during this campaign Governor Clinton 
has been talking about, “Let’s get Govern- 
ment to invest.” I have a different philoso- 
phy. I don’t think the Government invests 
anything. I think it’s private business and pri- 
vate individuals that invest. 

But here are his own words from 4 years 
ago in Newsweek magazine. Here’s what 
Clinton said. He said, “There’s lots of evi- 
dence you can sell people on tax”—exact 
quote. Let me start. “There’s lots of evidence 
you can sell people on tax increases if they 
think it’s an investment.” His own words re- 
vealed this duplicity. We're talking about in- 
vestment, and he means tax increase. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Hey, listen, this is Hal- 
loween, but you can’t have a pumpkin with 
two faces on it. You know what I mean? We 
simply cannot let the American —_ fall 
for this scam. Let me tell you what he said 
on the Gulf war. It was a tough decision. Let 
me tell you what he said. When I had to 
make this very difficult call, a call to which 
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Connecticut’s sons and daughters responded 
with great patriotism, great service, and great 
pride, Governor Clinton put it this way. He 
said, “I agree with the arguments the minor- 
ity made, but I guess I would have voted with 
the majority.” You talk about a waffle iron. 
You can’t have that in the White House. You 
cannot take a risk for the White House on 
character, on inexperience. His do not add 
— don’t meet the demands of this high 
office that I’m honored to hold. 

You know, the world is still a dangerous 
place, and I think we've got to remember 
that. Who knows where the next crisis is 
going to come from? You know, I loved this 
yesterday, the message out of Baghdad. I 
don’t know if they covered it in the Connecti- 
cut papers. Saddam Hussein’s government is 
planning a party for 500,000 people in down- 
town Baghdad predicated on the fact that I’m 
Boing to lose. They're wrong. No party. No 
oss. A big win. A big win. And we are going 
to keep the pressure on the Bully of Bagh- 
dad. We are going to keep the pressure on 
him until he lives up to every single United 
Nations resolution; until we can bring peace 
and relief to his people, the people of Iraq. 
Stay strong. Do not vacillate. 

And one other thing, I don’t mean to be 
hypercritical of Governor Clinton, but the 
other night he started—at one point—no, no, 
I’m not giving him hell. No, no. I don’t give 
him hell. It’s like Truman said, you know, 
you tell the truth, and they think it’s hell. 
That's the difference. 

You know, the other night in Michigan he 
told a voter that he’s already thought hard 
about what he’s going to do. He said he'll 
play his saxophone in the White House. He’s 
already planning an inauguration parade. Re- 
cently he said he was the underdog, and yes- 
terday he’s got his saxophone hanging in the 
Oval Office. Only Bill Clinton can change his 
mind that fast. 

I know that he studied at Oxford. He’s a 
very bright fellow. But maybe he doesn’t un- 
derstand exactly how it works. You see, it’s 
not these pollsters, it’s not the pundits, it’s 
not these talking heads on television that tell 
you how to vote. The American people make 
up their own mind on election day. 

I don’t know why it is there’s been such 
a hot-selling item as that bumper sticker that 
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says “Annoy the Media. Reelect Bush.” 
There it is. Everyone knows what it means, 
including the press. But I should caution you, 
we've granted amnesty to all these that are 
traveling with us. My ire is not at most of 
them. It’s certainly not at the photo dogs and 
all these guys with the boom mikes. So grant 
them amnesty and welcome to Connecticut. 
But I'll tell you where it is. I'll tell you where 
it stands. It’s with these network know-it-alls 
and these talking heads. They tell you what 
to think, and we’re going to prove them 
wrong. I love a good fight, and we’re going 
to take it right to them, right around the 
media and right to the American people. 

No, this has been a strange political year. 
But we're on the move. And I honestly in 
my heart of hearts tell you, I believe I am 
going to win this election on November 3d. 
I have never wavered, and I never will. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. | really believe that the 
American people want a person with experi- 
ence, certainly don’t want one with a pattern 
of deception, and they want a leader who’s 
been tested. Let me just take you back into 
history. I'll never forget a cold and rainy day 
up at Camp David just before I had to make 
the toughest decision of my life. Kuwait had 
been invaded, and it stood to the United 
States to demonstrate to the entire world that 
aggression would not stand. And yes, Barbara 
and I went to our little chapel there and 
prayed that our young men and women 
would return alive, victorious, and well. 

And let me say this: This town and all the 
good people of this State responded in a way 
that sane this country together unlike 
anything since the end of World War II. We 
lifted up the country and with it the veterans 
of Vietnam and every other occasion, all be- 
cause we stood firm and did what was right. 

I learned then the agony of making a really 
difficult decision, one where you have to 
send somebody else’s son or somebody else’s 
daughter into combat. And it isn’t an easy 
decision. I believe that you have to have the 
experience. I think you have to have the char- 
acter. I hope you have to have the gp a 
to be able to make a difficult call like that 
in the face of all the controversy; in the face 
of all the press telling you hadn’t made your 
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case; in face of all those experts telling us 
how many body bags would be taken over- 
seas. I made a tough call. I did it not to be 
popular but because it was right. I know I 
can do it. I know I can lead this country to 
4 more years of prosperity. 

So your call is: Who best to lead the United 
States of America into new prosperity? Who 
best? Who best to say to these young kids, 
our best days are ahead of us? Who best to 
accept the trust, the trust of the American 
people to be in that Oval Office? 

Thank you for all you’ve done. Thank you 
in the inside and the 10,000 people outside. 
Thank you for what you're ian Now, go 
to the polls, elect these people here with me. 
Do something for your country. Keep Amer- 
ica on the move. And don’t let them tell you 
we're a nation in decline. We are the freest, 
the fairest, the greatest nation on the face 
of the Earth. Now, let’s go and win this elec- 
tion. 

May God bless you all. May God bless the 
United States of America. Thank you. Thank 
you very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 7 p.m. at Sikor- 
sky Memorial Airport. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to the Paul Overstreet and Gunsmoke 
bands; George L. (Doc) Gunther, State sen- 
ator; Betsy Heminway and J. Brian Gaffney, 
Connecticut Bush-Quayle °92 cochairmen; 
Richard Foley, Connecticut Republican State 
Central Committee chairman; Fred Biebel, 
former Connecticut Republican Party chair- 
man; and Prescott Bush, his brother. 


Proclamation 6501—World 
Population Awareness Week, 1992 


October 31, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In the post-Cold War world, one of the 
key issues that must be addressed is popu- 
lation growth and its impact on resources, 
environment, and development. Recognizing 
that population goals al policies should be 


part of more comprehensive efforts to im- 
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to promote social and economic develop- 
ment, human rights, and individual freedom, 
we focus this week on the links between eco- 
nomic development, environmental degrada- 
tion, and demographic trends among the 
world’s population. 

As the G-7 leaders stated during the 1990 
Houston Economic Summit, “sustainable de- 
velopment requires that population growth 
remain in some reasonable balance with ex- 
panding resources.” Supporting the efforts of 
developing countries to maintain this balance 
is a priority. 

As part of a comprehensive economic de- 
velopment assistance program, the United 
States continues to take a strong position in 
the global community to address, coopera- 
tively and effectively, issues of poverty, illit- 
eracy, population pressures, environmental 
degradation, and human health. eee 
the sovereign right of each nation to respon 
to its jouer needs, and respecting the fun- 
damental rights and cultural and religious be- 
liefs of parents, the United States supplies 
nearly half of all international assistance pro- 
vided to support safe, effective, and volun 
family planning programs. In light of world- 
wide demand for such assistance, we now 
look to each nation to do its fair share in 
aiding voluntary population programs, not as 
ends in themselves, but as measures in sup- 
port of sustainable development. 

Massive urban migration poses a special 
challenge to the international community 
today, as urbanization leads to increased de- 
mands for infrastructure and services while 
exacerbating problems such as crime, inad- 
equate health care and pollution. Ensuring 
environmental sustainability and slowing 
population growth where it threatens the 
economic progress that all of us seek are 
among the commitments that the United 
States has made together with other mem- 
bers of the international community. 

Sustainability is impossible, however, with- 
out a healthy, well-educated population— 
hence the United States supports programs 
to improve maternal and child health; to ex- 
pand education, skills training, and disease 
prevention; to integrate women more fully 
into the political and economic life of nations; 


and to target the specific health problems of 
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the poor, which are often aggravated by con- 
ditions such as poor sanitation and lack of 
safe drinking water. 

By promoting literacy and good health 
among individuals, by fostering the strength 
and stability of families, and by affirming the 
right of all human beings to live and work 
in freedom and security, we will continue to 
promote the health, stability, and progress of 
their communities and nations. 

The Congress, by House Joint Resolution 
458, has designated the week beginning Oc- 
tober 25, 1992, as “World Population Aware- 
ness Week” and has requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning October 
25, 1992, as World Population Awareness 
Week. I invite all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate programs and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set 
my hand this thirty-first day of October, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
ninety-two, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:35 p.m., November 2, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
2, and it was published in the Federal Reg- 
ister on November 4. 


Remarks to the Community in 
Madison, New Jersey 
November 2, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you so much. Here we go for the last 
day. Thank you all. Thank you so very much. 
Thank you. May I start by thanking Rush 
Limbaugh. And last night, Governor Clinton 
was at the Meadowlands with Richard Gere 
and other Hollywood liberals. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. Well, here’s a good deal 
for you. Let Governor Clinton have Richard 
Gere. I'll take Rush Limbaugh any day. 

May I salute Governor Tom Kean. There’s 
a great nostalgia in this State wishing they 
had Tom Kean back because they don’t like 
the tax-and-spend policies of Governor 
Florio. My friend, Dean Gallo, great Con- 
gressman; and Mayor Capen and Jinny Littel; 
and the Madison High School and Chatam 
High School bands. It’s just great to have 
them here today. 

You know, you see some strange reports. 
Yesterday or the day before they had Gov- 
ernor Clinton talking about his inaugural pa- 
rade. My advice is, put the parade on hold, 
Governor, because I am going to win this 
election tomorrow. 

The pundits don’t matter. These national 
pollsters who have been all over the field, 
they don’t matter. What Governor Clinton 
doesn’t understand, it is the people in that 
booth tomorrow that matter. They don’t want 
somebody who is going to expand the Amer- 
ican Government. They want somebody like 
me who is going to expand the American 
dream and make life better for every young 
person here today. 

You know, the choice tomorrow is based 
on these points: a vast difference in experi- 
ence, a vast difference in philosophy, and yes, 
Rush is right, a vast difference in character. 
That matters. Don’t let them tell you it 
doesn’t matter. I guess it boils down to this 
when you go into the booth all across this 
country: Who do you trust? If there’s a crisis 
out there, who do you trust with your family? 
Who do you trust with the future of this 


country? 

po members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very much. I 
had planned to ruin part of this wf by talk- 
ing about the Arkansas record. I won’t do 
it to you. I won't do it to you. But I will 
say this: I remember coming to—— 


Audience member. 
George! 

The President. 1 don’t give them hell, I 
just tell them the truth, and they think it’s 
hell. You know, it’s like Truman said. But 
let me point this out: Governor Clinton has 
the 50th record, 50 out of 50, at the bottom, 


Give ’em hell, 
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in environmental initiatives. I came to this 
State 4 years ago and said we're going to 
clean up those beaches, we're going to stop 
ocean dumping; we're going to get a Clean 
Air Act. We've got a good record on the envi- 
ronment, and Governor Clinton has the 50th 
in the entire country down there in Arkansas. 

As we approach the environment, we 
ought not to go to the extreme, like Ozone 
Man does. He’d throw everyone—he’s back- 
tracking so fast he looks like the guy on the 
unicycle we just saw, going backwards. We 
cannot—we’ve got to have a little more con- 
cern about the working man and the working 
woman in this country and still be good for 
the environment. And that’s what we've 
been. 

You know, 48th in the percentage of adults 
with high school diplomas, 48th in spending 
on corrections, 46th on teachers’ salaries, 
45th on the overall well-being of children. 
Then Governor Clinton gets up and says, “I 
will do for America what I’ve done for Arkan- 
sas.” No way, Bill! No way! 

The bad news for Governor Clinton is that 
there’s good news for this country. We’ve got 
a long way to go. We've got to help people. 
But when the economy is showed to be not 
in a recession, as he’s been telling the coun- 
try, but growing at 2.7 percent, that came 
as bad news, because the only way they can 
win is to convince the people of America that 
we are in decline and that the economy is 
awful. Yes, it needs to improve, but the worst 
thing we could do is put a tax-and-spend lib- 
eral back into that White House. 

You know, in this campaign Governor 
Clinton said, “Well, I’m a different kind of 
a Democrat, especially on the economy.” He 
says he doesn’t favor middle class taxes, he 
wants investment. He’s talking about Gov- 
ernment investing. Now, remember that, and 
listen to this. Here’s what he said in News- 
week magazine: Bill Clinton says, and this 
is an exact quote, “There’s a lot of evidence 
you can sell people on tax increases if they 
think it’s an investment.” Those were his own 
words, his own duplicity. 

When he says investment, America, watch 
your wallet. He’s talking about taxes. Now, 
you got plenty of that message right here in 
New Jersey, déja vu all over again with Jim 
Florio, higher taxes, more spending, eco- 
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nomic stagnation. We're going to change all 
that. When Bill Clinton’s blowing that 
“taxophone” —[laughter]— middle _ class 
America will be singing the blues. We just 
can’t let that happen to the United States. 

Governor Clinton says he’s the candidate 
of change. What he means by that is he 
wants—and this is his numbers—“I want to 
tax $150 billion more. I want $220 billion 
more in new — You talk about trick- 
le-down, that is trickle-down Government, 
take it from you and let Government spend- 
ing. We cannot do that. 

And I would remind America what it was 
like the last time we had a man coming in 
with exactly the same approach. en 
Jimmy Carter left office, or just before, we 
had inflation at 15 percent. We had interest 
rates at 21 —— 21 percent. We had the 
“misery index” at 20. America was then in 
decline until Ronald Reagan and I came 
along and straightened it out and gave hope 
for this country. 

The way we're going to do that—New Jer- 
sey is a great export State. We are going to 
create more American jobs by selling the best 
product in the world, “Made in America” 
products, overseas. We're going to open 
these foreign markets. And it is small busi- 
ness that creates the jobs. Instead of putting 
the money in Government, how about a little 
tax relief for the people along Main Street? 
How about less taxes, less regulation, less 
lawsuits? 

We need legal reform. We are suing each 
other too much in this country and caring 
for each other too little. And the trial lawyers 
won't let the slippery one do anything about 
it at all. They won’t let him do anything about 
it at all. The head trial lawyer in Arkansas 
said he’s never been for reform. And we are 
going to reform it so doctors can practice 
medicine, Little League coaches can coach, 
good Samaritans along the highway can help 
their fellow man without fear of a crazy law- 
suit. 

Health care: we've got the best plan. Make 
insurance available to all, but do not let the 
Government screw around with the quality 
of health care in this country. In education 
we've got the new approach: Reform. More 
than that, it is actually oe edu- 
cation. Bypass the powerful NEA, and let the 
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teachers and the parents and the commu- 
nities have more say in education without 
mandates from the Federal Government. 
And beside that, one way to make all schools 
better is for parents to have the choice of 
whatever school they want, private, public, 
or religious. Given them competition and 
give those parents a needed break. 

And crime: let me be clear where I stand 
on that one. I support the men and women 
who are out there in our neighborhoods 
every single day, trying to fight against the 
criminal elements. I’m talking about the po- 
lice, the local police, the State police, who- 
ever it is. I support the police officers and 
not the criminals. You know, we need 
more—I think of Dean Gallo here and what 
he’s doing for the victims of crime. He’s been 
a leader in Congress for that. And I believe 
we need more sympathy for the victims of 
crime and a little less, a little less for the 
criminals themselves. 

They talk about getting the deficit down. 
With the new Congress—and there’s going 
to be over 100, maybe 150. And you know 
why they’re going there? Because the leader- 
ship that’s controlled the Congress for 38 
years has messed it up so bad they can’t even 
run a two-bit bank, say nothing about a tiny 
little post office. They're going to clean 
House. And with them will come a lot of 
new Members of Congress. And when that 
happens, how about this to—how about pro- 
tecting the taxpayers with this: a balanced 
budget amendment; a taxpayer check-off so 
the taxpayer gets to allocate 10 percent of 
his taxes to making the Congress bring that 
deficit down; a line-item veto so the Presi- 
dent can do—[applause]. And I like that con- 
cept of giving the Congress back to the peo- 
ple and having term limits so these people 
don’t become entrenched over the years. 

And now let’s talk a little about character, 
because I really believe that the Presidency 
is shaped by the—you know, Governor Clin- 
ton said, “It’s not the character of the Presi- 
dent; it is the character of the Presidency.” 
Wrong, Bill, wrong. They are interlocked. 
You have to have the trust of the people 
through character, and you have to have the 
trust of the world when you are President 
of the United States. 
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You know, I quoted Horace Greeley in one 
of the debates. And here’s what he said. He 
said, “Fame”—and think about this now— 
“Fame is a vapor, popularity an accident, 
riches take wing; only character endures.” 
That is so true. And I think it is especially 
true of the Presidency. It matters not just 
because of the plans you make but the crises 
that you never eae 

And we simply cannot take a risk on Gov- 
ernor Clinton. He is wrong for America on 
the issues, and I believe I am better for 
America on character. He goes after me with 
a vengeance. And let me tell you something, 
I’m not the guy who invented the word 
“slick.” I did say “slippery when wet,” and 
I'll stand with that. But I did not say “slick.” 
That came from the primary. That came from 
his own hometown newspapers. So I am 
going to say, let them speak for them; I'll 
speak for me. I am a better, I will be a better 
President for the young people in this coun- 
try for 4 more years than Governor Clinton 
ever would. Here’s why. Here’s why. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Here is why. You know, 
as President you cannot be on all sides of 
every issue. You've got to look people in the 
eye, call them as you see them, like the um- 
pire. If you make a mistake, say so, and then 
go on about leading the American people. 
But Governor Clinton, one day he’s for the 
NAFTA agreement; the next day he’s against 
it. One day he’s for term limits; oh yes, in 
the debate he opposes it. One day he’s going 
to go for these taxes, and then the next day 
he backs away. One day he’s for fuel effi- 
ciency standards that would throw a lot of 
auto workers out of work; the next day he 
backs away, and he’s going to study that one. 

Here’s what he said, his own words, on 
the Persian Gulf, “I agree with the argu- 
ments the minority made, but I guess I would 
have voted with the majority.” What kind of 
Commander in Chief would that be? 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And in spite of the 
harassing from the media—listen, I’ve got to 
define the ground rules on the media. I love 
these signs, “Annoy the Media. Reelect 
Bush.” And every one of you know what that 
means. Every one of you know that there 
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has not been objectivity in the coverage. 
Every one of you ate it. And they are hav- 
ing their own debates, all these talking heads: 
“Have we been fair? Well, this is the way 
we do it. That’s the way we do it.” And every- 
one knows that they're covering up the fact 
this has been the most biased year in the 
history of Presidential politics. But we don’t 
need them anymore. We don’t need them. 
I take out as much ire on these Republican 
talking heads on the talk shows on Sunday 
as I do on the Democrats. They’re all running 
for cover. And we are going to show them 
wrong. 

I'll tell you who else we're going to show 
wrong. It was Saddam Hussein’s govern- 
ment. A couple of days ago they said they 
were going to have a celebration, 500,000 
people in downtown Baghdad, thinking I was 
going to lose. And then yesterday they kind 
of backed away from—well, I got a message 
for Saddam Hussein: You're going to have 
to contend with me. You're going to have 
to do what the United Nations said. We’re 
going to keep the pressure on you until you 


take the pressure off your own people. 

So here it is. Here is what is going to deter- 
mine this election. Yes, it is trust, and yes, 
it is character. Because, look, we’ve come a 


long way. These kids in these bands go to 


bed at night without the same fear of nuclear 
war as their mothers and dad had. That is 
dramatic change. It is worldwide change, and 
we helped bring it about. 

But here’s the problem. We still have 
problems out there threatening this country. 
Who knows where the next crisis will appear? 
And imagine a dangerous situation; an Amer- 
ican leader totally without experience, com- 
pletely untested; a person who couldn’t even 
call it right when aggression threatened the 
whole world. And what we see is a troubling 
pattern of deception, an ingrained habit of 
trying to lead people by misleading them. 
And when that crisis occurs, and you can bet 
it will, the entire world looks to the President 
of the United States of America, looks to his 
experience, looks to his determination. And 
they will. They will count on his character. 

I have been tested. We've managed the 
world change of almost Biblical proportions. 
And our success can be measured by the 
headlines that were never written, the count- 


2267 


less crises that never occurred. Let’s keep 
a President in that Oval Office who is strong 
and knows to stand up for America. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. And let me give you an- 
other reason to reelect me. I’ve tried very 
hard to stand for true family values there, 
respecting all different kinds and sizes of 
family, but standing for values like safety in 
the neighborhoods and teachers, supporting 
them, and discipline in the family, respect 
for this flag of ours, whatever it may be. I’ve 
tried to stand for that all along. 

And tomorrow you're going to have a 
major decision to make on who do you trust 
to stay in that Oval Office. Let me tell you 
something. I think we’ve got one good rea- 
son, because every time Barbara Bush holds 
a little child in her arms, an AIDS baby, or 
reads to them, she is demonstrating compas- 
sion. And believe me, we have the best First 
Lady we possibly could have. 

Audience members. Barbara! Barbara! 
Barbara! 

The President. I know it’s unfashionable 
to talk about faith, but I remember that cold 
day up in Camp David when we had to make 
this terrible decision about sending the sons 
and daughters of New Jersey into Desert 
Storm, into combat. And my experience in 
combat, the pride I felt in wearing the uni- 
form of this country made a r= down in 
how I made that decision. On that cold day 
in Camp David, Barbara and I went to that 
little chapel, and yes, we prayed that I would 
do the right thing and that these young men 
and women would come home safe. And they 
did. They lifted up the morale of this country. 
They lifted the Soden off the veterans of 
Vietnam. They raised with pride service to 
country. And I'll tell you something: it was 
a proud moment. And the press and the 
media are not going to distort it. It was de- 
cent and noble and made us the leader of 
the entire world. 

So now we go. The last day I will ever 
campaign for myself for President of the 
United States or anything else, and I can’t 
tell you what this crowd means. So just take 
this enthusiasm and go to the polls, take your 
neighbor, get that Local 172 mobilized. You 
talk about good, decent, hard-working Amer- 
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icans. Fantastic. Get them to the polls. Vote 
for trust and character and lifting up this 
country. 

And don’t let Governor Clinton win based 
on the country in decline. Look, we are the 
United States of America. We are the en 
of the world. We are one nation under God, 
the world leader. Don’t let them forget it. 
Vote for George Bush. 

Thank you all very much. May God bless 
our great country. Thank you very, very 
much. What a great send-off. Fantastic. 
Thank you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 8:03 a.m. at 
the Hartley Dodge Memorial Building. In his 
remarks, he referred to actor Richard Gere; 
radio commentator Rush Limbaugh; Mayor 
Donald R. Capen of Madison; and Virginia 
Littel, State Republican chair. 


Remarks to the Briarcliff Father and 
Son Athletic Association in 
Glenolden, Pennsylvania 


November 2, 1992 


Thank you very, very much. Thanks for 
coming out in the rain. And let me just say 
this: I am very grateful to all of you, grateful 
to Tom Judge. I want to salute Congressmen 
Curt Weldon and Larry Coughlin, Bob Walk- 
er, with us. You know, you see a lot of signs 
saying “Clean House!” People are tired of 
the Congress the way it is. So send Larry 
Hollin and send Craig Snyder to Washington. 
May I send a special vote of thanks to the 
Oak Ridge Boys and urge that we send Arlen 
Specter back to the United States Senate. 
And let me thank so many people who are 
working hard to guarantee a Republican vic- 
tory throughout Pennsylvania. 

You know, Governor Clinton has gotten a 
little premature. He’s talking about his inau- 
gural parade. My advice to him is: Put the 
parade on hold, Bill; you’re not going to win 
this election. 

Tomorrow it’s—you see, it’s not the poll- 
sters, and it’s not the national press, it is the 
people that decide these elections. That’s 
what we're going to show them tomorrow. 
The reason we're going to win is this: Be- 
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cause the choice the American people have 
is about a difference in experience, a dif- 
ference in philosophy, and yes, a difference 
in character. Character matters. Parents are 
going to say, “Who do I trust our kids with?” 
And I believe the answer is George Bush. 

You know, Governor Clinton made a scary 
statement in one of the debates. He said, “I 
want to do for this country what I’ve done 
for Arkansas.” No way! We can’t let that hap- 
pen. They are near the bottom in education, 
on the environment, on the economy. We 
cannot let that happen to the United States 
of America. 

You've heard all this time about how things 
are not going. We are improving. The econ- 
omy moved at 2.7. And the last thing we need 
is to go back to tax and spend the way the 
Democrats want to do it. 

Bill Clinton offers an economic disaster for 
this country. You know, in this campaign he 
said, “I am a different kind of Democrat, es- 
pecially on the economy.” He says he doesn’t 
want middle class tax cuts, he wants invest- 
ment. But the American people, before they 
go to the polls, as you hear Governor Clinton 
talk about investment, ought to listen to this. 
Here’s what he said in Newsweek magazine: 
“There is a lot of evidence that you can sell 
people on tax increases if they think it’s an 
investment.” Those were his words, and that 
means he is out to tax the American people. 
Let’s not let him do that. 

Governor Clinton says he is a candidate 
of change. You remember that last time we 
had a Democrat in the White House and this 
Congress controlled by the Democrats. You 
had interest rates at 21 percent. We had in- 
flation at 15 percent. You had the “mise 
index” at 20, and we simply cannot go back 
to those days. Let’s move this forward with 
less taxes and less spending. 

The way to do that is to stimulate small 
business. Give them a tax break for invest- 
ment taxes. Give them a tax break for that 
first-time homebuyer to let that homebuyer 
live in the American dream. Let’s do some- 
— these crazy lawsuits that are kill- 
ing this country. 

We've got the best agenda for education. 
You see, I think it’s about time we let the 
parents choose, whether public, private, or 
religious schools, and give them a chance. 
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Governor Clinton wants, like all these 
guys, to expand American Government. I 
want to expand the American dream. 

But let me tell you here, let me tell you 
what it really is all about. When you go into 
that booth, the reason we're going to win is 
it boils down to character and to trust. You 
know, Horace Greeley said, “Fame is a 
vapor, popularity an accident, riches take 
wing; only character endures.” I think that 
is especially true as the President of the 
United States of America. If you make a mis- 
take, tell the truth about it. But you cannot 
be on all sides of every issue. You can’t do 
that. You cannot lie to the American people. 

Here’s a man, Governor Clinton, whose 
own hometown newspaper says he’s a politi- 
cian utterly without principle, a guy whose 
supporters gave him that name “Slick.” We 
didn’t invent that. It came out of the Demo- 
cratic primary, out of Arkansas. I say “slip- 
pery when wet,” a little different but the 
same thing. 

But the pattern of deception is what is 
troubling the American people. They see it 
on term limits. They see it on North Amer- 
ican free trade agreement. They see it on 
taxes. They see it on these environmental 
standards. I think we ought to think about 
the working man and the working woman 
and have good environment without going to 
the extreme like the Ozone Man wants. 
We've got it. Somebody better think of the 
families that are working for a living, and 
we're doing both, a good sound environ- 
mental record but not the extreme that’s 
going to throw more Americans out of work. 

But you know, being on all sides of the 
issue, listen to this one about the Gulf war. 
Here’s what he said, when Bob Walker and 
these other Congressmen here, Curt Weldon 
and Larry, were standing up and doing what's 
right, here’s what Governor Clinton said. He 
said, “I agree with the arguments the minor- 
ity made, but I guess I would have voted with 
the majority.” What kind of leadership is that 
for the Commander in Chief of the Armed 
Forces? 

You know there was a statement out of 
Baghdad the other day, said that Saddam 
Hussein was planning a big rally when Gov- 
ernor Clinton won. Well, Saddam ought to 
put it on hold. And today he backed away. 
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He's probably listening to the national media, 
who see us moving now. And here’s my point: 
Saddam Hussein is not going to rejoice, be- 
cause we're going to win the election and 
we're going to make him live up to those 
international resolutions and help the people 
over there. 

So what it boils down to is this, it boils 
down to character and trust. I ask you to just 
—— reading about an upheaval now. We 

t peace to the world and way and tre- 
mendous quantities. These young Sy 2 
here, even these characters, they go to bed 
at night without the same fear of lb war. 
That’s something big. That is something im- 
portant for the world, for mankind. 

But the world is not without threat. Imag- 
ine in a dangerous situation—the question 
is if a crisis arises, at home or abroad, who 
do you want to solve the crisis? Who do you 
want to do it? You cannot do it with a leader 
that has a pattern of deception. You cannot 
do it with a leader who went to a foreign 
country and demonstrated against his own 
country, when his people were at war. Look, 
a lot of people disagreed on the war, but not 
many of them went to a foreign land and 
organized a demonstration when kids were 
being drafted out of the ghetto and Ameri- 
cans were held prisoner in Hanoi. I don’t 
like that. I think that was wrong. 

So in the final analysis, what it boils down 
to is who has the experience and who has 
the character to lead the greatest, freest 
country on the face of the Earth. 

I'll give you another reason to reelect me. 
I think we've got a great First Lady in Bar- 
bara Bush, I'll tell you. When she holds those 
AIDS babies in her arms or when she reads 
to those children or when she lifts up these 
families, she’s saying, “Family values do mat- 
ter.” Don’t let the liberals and the media tell 
you they don’t. They do matter. God bless 
the American families. 

I see these signs saying here, “Annoy the 
Media. Reelect Bush.” Well, let me tell you 
something. We are going to show the pundits 
and the pollsters that they are wrong. We 
are going to win this election. 

So now it doesn’t matter what they are tell- 
ing us we think. Now, it’s up to what the 
American people think. We are going to pull 
off one of the biggest surprises in political 
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history, discard the pundits, discard the poll- 
sters, discard the é se out of Governor 
Clinton. Vote for me, and we will lead this 
country to new heights. 

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you 
and bless you all. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. at 
the association. In his remarks, he referred 
to Tom Judge, chairman, Delaware Count 
Republican Party, and entertainers the O 


Ridge Boys. 


Remarks on Arrival in Akron, Ohio 
November 2, 1992 


The President. Thank you, thank you. 
Thank you very much. Thank you so much. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. What a terrific Akron wel- 
come. Thank you. Thank you for that great 


Ohio welcome. Feel good, I feel good. Thank 
you very much. Thank you very, very much 
for that welcome. All right. Thank you, Gov- 
ernor. 

Let me start off—let me thank Governor 
Voinovich. May I start by thanking your great 
Governor, my _ great Gtenk George 
Voinovich, for being at my side, leading us 
to victory in Ohio, and salute Congressman 
Ralph Regula, one of the all-time greats in 
the Congress, who’s with me here today, a 
great man. You know, I want to thank Alex 
Arshinkoff, a great political leader who you 
heard from earlier, and pay my special thanks 
to four friends who came with us here, travel- 
ing with me, the Oak Ridge Boys, great 
Americans, wonderful musicians. 

You know, as you drive down to—there 
they are. As you drive down to the wire I 
see these signs saying, “Clean House! Clean 
House!” Change that one institution, the 
United States Congress, that hasn’t changed 
in 38 years. So let me tell you what to do. 
Obviously, we need Ralph Regula there, but 
send Bob Morgan and Margaret Mueller to 
Washington as Congresspeople. That’s what 
we need. While we’re at it, let’s clean Senate 
and send Mike DeWine to the United States 
Senate. 
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Your Governor is a man of total truth, like 
George Washington. He never told a lie. He 
just told me we are going to win Ohio, and 
I believe him. I’m sure it’s true. 

You know, I got a big kick out of this the 
other day. I read in the paper that Governor 
Clinton was already planning his inaugural 
parade. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. No problem. Put the pa- 
rade on hold, Bill. Put it on hold, because 
it’s not the pundits that matter; it’s not the 
media back in Washington, DC, that matters. 
On Tuesday it is the voter, the American peo- 
ple that matter. 

Here’s why we're going to win it: Because 
the choice before the American people is a 
choice of real differences; difference in e 
rience, difference in philosophy, and — i 
ference in character. Character is im 
The American people are going to have ad 
decide, and they will. The issue tomorrow 
is also trust, and they're going to have to de- 
cide: Who do you trust with your children? 
Who do you trust with the United States of 
America? 

We have literally, through our leadership, 
helped dramatically change the world, bring 
peace to the world. The young people here 
today go to bed at night without the same 
fear of nuclear war that their parents had. 
That is dramatic change. 

Now America’s economy is recovering. We 
are going to bring that same leadership, with 
a brandnew Congress, to help every single 
family here in the United States of America. 

You know, one reason that I believe I’m 
going to win is that things are getting in focus 
on what’s happened in Arkansas. The press 
hasn’t Saal to talk about it, but I do, be- 
cause I think it is only fair that the American 
people know what Governor Clinton’s record 
is. They are near the bottom on education, 
45th for teachers’ salaries; 50th for environ- 
ment; terrible on the economy. He’s had one 
good year, and that’s the year he was out 
of town most of the time. And the good peo- 
ple of Arkansas deserve better. But here’s 
what worries me. Governor Clinton in the 
debate said, “I want to do for America what 
I’ve done for Arkansas.” No way! 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 
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The President. No, Arkansas changed its 
slogan from “Land of Opportunity” to “Natu- 
ral State.” I want America to be the land of 
opportunity, and it is. It is. 

The worst news for Governor Clinton and 
the worst news for the liberals that control 
the United States Congress is they've been 
telling us all along that we've been in a reces- 
sion. We have grown for six straight quarters, 
and this quarter grew at 2.7 percent. They're 
telling us that we’re worse than Japan, Ger- 
many, and Europe. We are better than the 
are, and we’re going to make it better still 
and move this country ahead. Yes, people are 
hurting. Yes, people are — but now 
with things beginning to move, let’s not go 
back and take us back to the tax-and-spend 
days that brought us real ruin. 

Governor Clinton—you know, you've been 
reading he talks about investment, we need 
more money so we have Government invest. 
Let me tell you something. Government 
never made a sound investment in human 
beings in their life or in jobs. It’s the small 


business that makes investment. Let’s help 
small business: less taxes, less regulation. 
Just so we tell it straight before ag go 


to the polls, talking about investment, here’s 
what Governor Clinton said in 1988 in News- 
week. He said, “There’s a lot of evidence you 
can sell people on tax increases if they think 
it’s an investment.” That is what he said 4 
years ago. Now we hear that cry, “invest- 
ment.” What he means is, America, watch 
your wallets. He’s coming after you in taxes. 

We are not going to let the middle class 
pay for that scam. It is a scam. Change, 
change, change, change, says Clinton and the 
Ozone Man, Change, change, change, 
change, change. That’s all you're going to 
have left if he gets in there with more taxes 
and more Government spending. 

You know why I call him Ozone Man? Let 
me tell you something, our administration 
has taken the lead on CFC’s internationally, 
the thing that causes concern for the ozone. 
We brought you the Clean Air Act. We've 
done better on forests. We've cleaned up the 
oceans and the beaches. But we are not going 
to go to the extremes like Gore and Clinton 
when they say, “We want Federal fuel effi- 
ciency standards at 40 to 45 miles per gal- 
lon.” You’ve got some great auto workers in 
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this State. I am going to keep them at work, 
not throw them out of work. 

Change, change, Governor Clinton got in 
a huddle with the handlers, and they said 
keep talking about change. Let me remind 
you of what it was like when we had a Demo- 
cratic President and a Democratic Congress. 
We had change. We had interest rates at 21 
percent. We had inflation at 15. We had a 
“misery index” at 20 percent. We don’t need 
that kind of change for America. 

What we need instead is a positive agenda. 
We've got one for rebuilding our schools, for 
reforming health care, for creating jobs 
through less spending, less taxation, and 
more tax breaks for these businesses. 

Governor Clinton—I can just feel it, these 
liberals, they want to expand Government, 
and I want to expand the American dream. 

Now let’s talk trust, and let’s talk character, 
because they do matter. I love it when that 
national talking-head media take me on. I 
love it, because I like a good fight. There’s 
no reason my holding back anymore. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Hey, wait a minute, before 
I go any further, we grant amnesty. I want 
this clearly understood. Grant amnesty to 
these guys over here. Aim your feelings— 
and I know you have them because every 
time somebody holds up one of those bump- 
er stickers, it says, “Annoy the Media. Re- 
elect Bush,” and everybody in this country 
knows what it means. You know what it 
means. Everybody knows what it means. 

So don’t let them tell you that family values 
don’t matter. They do. We want to strength- 
en the American family by backing up our 
law enforcement people, by—do what Bar- 
bara Bush does, reading to those children. 
Get the parents to do that. We have a great 
First Lady, incidentally. 

Give them school choice so the parent can 
choose private, public, or religious schools. 
We've already brought choice in child care. 
Strengthen the American family. Strengthen 
the American family. 


[At this point, there was an interruption in 
the audience. | 


I think we need a doctor over here. We'll 
get it. Somebody will be coming. And now 
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let’s finish. And let’s be sure we get attention. 
They've got somebody—all right? Okay. 
We'll get—is she okay? Now, here we go. 
We've had a little nolan over here. 


But let me just say this: It is character, 
and it is trust that is going to determine this 
election. There’s no question about it. Listen 
to the words of Horace Greeley. You young 
people particularly, remember this. Here’s 
what he said. He said, “Fame is a vapor, po 
ularity an accident, riches take wing; only 
character endures.” And this is true. This is 
very true. 


Governor Clinton said in the debate, he 
said, “It’s not the character of the President; 
it is the character of the Presidency.” Wrong, 
they're interlocked. The President is forming 
the character of the Presidency. And that is 
important. 


Audience members. Four more years! 


Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. We cannot have a pattern 
of deception. It’s like any family. A President 
makes a mistake, he says, “Look, I made a 
mistake. Now let me help continue to lead 
this country.” You cannot be on all sides of 
all issues if you’re President of the United 
States. 


I'll give you one example. Let me give you 
one example. When I had to make the tough- 
est decision of my life, whether to send some- 
body else’s son, somebody else’s daughter 
into combat on Desert Storm, I made a deci- 
sion, not because it was popular. We had 
mg | of people in the media, plenty of peo- 
ple demonstrating, plenty of Congressmen 
telling me it was wrong. But I made the right 
decision. And what did Governor Clinton 
say? He said, “I agree with the arguments 
of the minority, but I guess I would have 
voted with the majority.” What kind of Com- 
mander in Chief will waffle like that? 


Audience members. Boo-o-o! 


The President. As a result, we crushed 
aggression. We lifted the spirits of America. 
We honored the Vietnam veterans as well 
as the veterans of Desert Storm. 


There was a very interesting announce- 


ment out of Baghdad, of all places the other 
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day, that Saddam Hussein’s government is 
planning a party—they said 500,000 peo- 
ple—if Governor Clinton wins. Well, Sad- 
dam, put it on hold, old fellow, because we 
are going to make you live up to every resolu- 
tion passed by the United Nations. We’re 
going to make you lighten up on the people 
of Iraq. 


I ask this at the end. We've helped the 
world become more peaceful by busting up 
international communism. But let me tell you 
this: The world is still a dangerous place. I 
don’t want to cut into the muscle of our de- 
fense. I feel a responsibility to young people 
to keep this country strong. We've reduce 
defense, but we can’t do what Clinton and 
Gore want, cut right into the muscle of the 
defense. I’m not going to do that. The reason 
we're not is because it still is a dangerous 
place, this world of ours. It’s still a dangerous 
place. I believe that we need a Commander 
in Chief that the people trust, who has had 
the experience and, hopefully, has dem- 
onstrated the character to lead this country 
in peace and to lead it in war. 


And so tomorrow. 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. So tomorrow when you go 
into that polling booth 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. So tomorrow when you go 
into that polling booth, pollsters be darned, 
everything else aside, I ask for your support. 
I ask for your trust to lead this great country 
for 4 more years. 


Thank you, and may God bless the greatest 
country on the face of the Earth. May God 
bless the United States of America. 


Don’t listen to these guys that say we're 
in decline. We are the United States. God 
bless you all. Thank you very much. Great 
rally. Now go to the polls, Ohio. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:52 p.m. at 
Akron-Canton Regional Airport. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Alex Arshinkoff, Repub- 


lican chairman, Summit County. 
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Remarks on Arrival in Louisville, 
Kentucky 


November 2, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
Thank you so very much. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very much. Let 
me just start by —s first all of you for 
this great Kentucky welcome and a great 
Kentucky sendoff into the final hours of the 
campaign. Tomorrow, let’s do the country a 
favor and give the country back to the people 
by sending some new Representatives to the 
United States Congress. Let’s send Dave 
Williams to the Senate. And you know, you 
hear a lot about the able women candidates, 
strong, powerful women. We have one right 
here in Susan Stokes. I want to see her win. 
Get her in there. Get her up there. You talk 
about cleaning House, we can start right 
here, I’ll tell you. May I thank Mitch McCon- 


nell, who has been at my side through thick 
and thin. We climbed off the plane, and he 
said, we are going to win Kentucky. What 
a great Senator you have. 

You know, the last _— of days, I don’t 


know whether you saw it here, but Governor 
Clinton’s been talking about his inaugural pa- 
rade and playing sax—wait a 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. playing his saxophone 
in the White House. Well, I told him, hold 
on, Bill, not so fast. Don’t believe the poll- 
sters; believe the American people. We are 
going to win the election. 

No, that’s the way it works. You go to the 
polls, and the people make these decisions. 
They don’t have to have a filter. They don’t 
have to have one of those instant analysts 
coming across, those people that tell us from 
Washington every Sunday what’s wrong with 
our country. Let’s go and vote for what's 
right, the reelection of George Bush and 
more prosperity for this country. 

Hey, listen, if we'd do it the way the media 
wants you, they wouldn’t even have—if they 
were running the races here, they'd just say 
who the favorite is and let it go. That’s not 
the way it works at Churchill Downs, and 


2273 


that ain’t the way it works for American poli- 
tics, either. 

Here’s what it’s about. The choice before 
the American people is the vast difference 
in experience, a vast difference in philoso- 
phy, and yes, a vast difference in character. 
Character matters. The big question the 
American people ask tomorrow is: Who do 
we trust? Who do we trust with our kids? 
Who do we trust with our country? 

Governor Clinton talks about change, 
change, change. That’s all we hear about— 
uses the word about 50 times every minute 
with gusts up to 250. [Laughter] But let’s 
look at what he offers. Change: $150 billion 
in new taxes before he can get started. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And $220 billion in new 
spending before he even gets started. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Bigger Government: He 
talks about Government investing. Govern- 
ment doesn’t invest. It’s small business that 
invests and creates jobs in this country. 

Clinton and the Ozone Man don’t like to 
hear this, but—[applause]—hey, wait a 
minute. Wait a minute. That’s fair. “Ozone 
Man” is fair. How about trying a carbon tax 
on the coal industry here—what he wants to 
do. We're not going to let him do that. 

Audience . Boo-o-o! 

The President. This Ozone Man and Gov- 
ernor Clinton want to put fuel efficiency 
standards on the auto business of 40 to 45 
miles per gallon and throw a lot of auto work- 
ers out of work. And we’re not going to let 
them do that. 

Audience members. No-o-o! 

The President. These guys are my favor- 
ites, I'll tell you. These Oak Ridge Boys are 
just great. And I want to tell you something, 
I wish you could have been with us on the 

lane, every single one of you—might have 
Souk a little over baggage there. But never- 
theless, I wish you could have heard these 
guys singing those beautiful gospel songs. It 
made us—not a dry eye in the house. These 
are my friends, and I am grateful to all four 
of them. 

Back to the business at hand. The last time 
we tried the kind of change that Clinton and 
the Ozone Man are talking about, we had 
change—exactly. We had interests rates at 
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21 percent. We had inflation at 15 percent. 
We had a “misery index” of 20. Now it’s 10. 
We cannot go back in the name of change 
to those failed policies of the past. 

We're going to win not just on character 
and trust. We're going to win on a positive 
agenda. We have the best program for re- 
building our schools, putting the faith in the 
teacher, putting the faith in the family to 
have a choice. Give the parents the right to 
choose public, private, or religious schools, 
and all schools will be better. 

We've got the best plan for reforming 
health care: Make insurance available to the 
poorest of the poor through vouchers; next 
income bracket, give them a break through 
taxes; pool insurance so you get the price 
down. But do not do what Governor Clinton 
wants and get the Government in the ration- 
ing business. Keep the quality of health care 
up. 
eat every turn, every turn, Governor Clin- 
ton talks about expanding Government. I 
want to expand the American dream. There 
is a difference. 

Now let’s just talk about character and 
trust. And let me tell you what this election 
is about. Here’s a quote by Horace Greeley. 
He said, “Fame is a vapor, popularity an acci- 
dent, riches take wing; only character en- 
dures.” And that is true. That is very true. 

In the debate, Governor Clinton said, “It’s 
not the character of the President; it is the 
character of the Presidency.” Wrong. They're 
both interlocked. What happens in that 
White House shapes the character of the 
Presidency, and make no mistake about it. 

We have tried very, very hard to uphold 
the trust. Frankly, in Barbara Bush I think 
we have a first-class First Lady that has held 
America in her arms and cares about people. 
She cares. And when she reads to those chil- 
dren in the Diplomatic Entrance of the 
White House or holds an AIDS baby in her 
arms, she’s saying two things: We should care 
about each other, and she’s saying family 
matters, family values matter. 

So what it boils down to is we simply can- 
not take a risk on a man who keeps changing 
his position every single day in order to get 
votes. You can’t do it. You know, Kentucky, 
Fort Campbell and many other places, rallied 
around when we faced a very critical moment 


Nov. 2 / Administration of George Bush, 1992 


in our history, on the Persian Gulf. I had 
to make a tough decision, look the American 
people in the eye, and say here’s what we’re 
going to do. And we did it with the help of 
the American people. 

But I would remind you what Governor 
Clinton said at the time. He said, “I agreed 
with the arguments the minority made, but 
I guess I would have voted with the major- 
ity.” You cannot do that as Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces. 

Hey, the good one happened the other 
day. Maybe you didn’t see it in the press; 
I did. Don’t read it too much anymore, but 
I saw this one—[laughter|—this one said that 
Saddam Hussein’s government plans a party 
of 500,000 people when George Bush loses. 
Saddam, put it on hold, old friend. We’re 
going to come after you until you lighten up 
on the people of Iraq. We are going to make 
you live by the United Nations resolutions. 
He’s not going to get rid of us. We're going 
to keep to it until he does what’s right by 
his ple. Frankly, I couldn’t care less 
whether he’s unhappy if I win. That doesn’t 
bother me one single bit. 

So here’s what it is. Just picture this: We've 
dramatically changed the world, dramatically. 
All these kids here go to bed at night without 
the same fear of nuclear war than they had 
4 years ago. Now, that’s change. You talk 
about change, that’s change. 

But we're not out of it yet. Governor Clin- 
ton and the Ozone want to cut defense by 
$50 billion more. They are still some wolves 
out there. We have cut defense. We have 
cut it, but we must not cut the muscle of 
our defense. 

Just imagine if there’s a crisis; imagine if 
we have to face an unforeseen crisis. The 
question then is this: What American leader 
will you trust in that kind of a crisis? I do 
not believe we should put our trust in a man 
who is all side of every issue. You can’t do 
that in the Oval Office. You have to make 
the tough decision. 

I remember well that very cold and rainy 
February just before our young men and 
women from Kentucky and the other States 
were sent into battle. Barbara and I were at 
the Camp David chapel. And yes, we prayed, 
prayed hard to do the right thing. We prayed 
that these young people would come back. 
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And boy, did they ever do this country proud. 
They did us proud, and don’t let them take 
it away from us. 

But my point is, this is an awesome respon- 
sibility, to ask someone else’s son or someone 
else’s daughter to put their lives at stake. It’s 
a responsibility that I have tried to fulfill with 
honor, duty, and above all, integrity. We 
must serve this country with integrity. 

So tomorrow, as we end the long campaign 
trail in what’s got to be one of the most con- 
troversial years, certainly probably the most 
unpleasant year of my life, which is totally 
unimportant, but I think others know it’s 
been a rather ugly year with this national 
media just writing us off from day one. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. Let me tell you some- 
thing. We’re going to show them they're 
wrong. 

So tomorrow is the day of responsibility. 
I ask you not to take this responsibility lightly. 
You see, democracy was conceived from lib- 
erty, nurtured by freedom, and protected by 
the blood of those who came before. When 
you walk alone into that booth tomorrow, you 
will not spend more than a couple of min- 
utes, but your single voice will echo down 
the corridor of time. With your vote, you will 
shape and help shape the entire future of 
this, the most blessed special nation that the 
world has ever known and that God has ever 
created. 

Never forget, I don’t care what they say, 
never forget that we are one nation under 
God, and we ought to be grateful for that. 

So what we do will cast its shadow forward 
into history. Your vote—look at it this way— 
it’s an act of power, a statement of principle, 
and a harbinger of possibility. So like all the 
candidates, I ask only that you think deeply 
about our Nation and its needs, because to- 
morrow, the polls don’t matter. The pundits 
don’t count on election day. Only conscience 
should be your guide. And never, never let 
anyone tell you that the United States is a 
nation in decline. We've got problems, but 
together we can solve them and lift America 
up 


May God bless you, and may God bless 
our great country. Thank you so much. Let's 
go win it. Go to the polls. Go to the polls 
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and win. Thank you very much. Thank you, 
Kentucky. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 4:33 p.m. in 
the Signature Flight Support Hangar at 
Standiford Field. 


Remarks to a Rally in Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 


November 2, 1992 


The President. Thank you very much. 
What a great Louisiana welcome. Unbeliev- 
able. Thank you very much. Thank you so 
very much for this welcome back. And ma 
I at the outset of these remarks sa thank 
you, Louisiana, and thank you, Cheryl Ladd, 
an old friend, for introducing me here today. 

And I want to salute Congressman Richard 
Baker, Congressman Holloway, Congress- 
man Livingston, all three great guys; former 
Congressman and your former Governor 
Dave Treen, who’s at my side through thick 
and thin; another great Louisianian, Henson 
Moore, who is so important to us in the 
White House and been working his heart out 
here; and Fox McKeithen and Chuck 
McMains and Carl Crane and so many others 
that are helping us in every single way, but 
especially all of you here tonight to put us 
over the top in the State of Louisiana. 

I'll tell you, something is happening across 
this country. Something is happening across 
this country. And we are going to annoy the 
media and reelect George Bush. They don’t 
like it; they don’t understand it. Something 
is happening in our great country. Come 
Monda , we feel things moving. But come 
Wednesday, there’s going to be no joy in Lit- 
tle Rock, believe me. We’re going to win this 
election. 

And the pollsters, the pollsters are going 
to be unemployed, and the rest of the coun- 
try is going to move forward to jobs and op- 
portunity. [Applause] No, you guys are too 
much. But here’s what it’s about. Here’s what 
it is about. There is the choice, is a big dif- 
ference on experience, on philosophy, and 
yes, on character. Character matters for 
President of the United States of America. 
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And yes, the issue is, tomorrow when you 

into that booth, the question of trust. Who 
do you trust with your kids? Who do you 
trust with your country? Who do you trust 
to lead the free world? 

Governor Clinton says he’s the candidate 
of change. But let’s look at what he offers: 

illion of new taxes to start with—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. ——$220 billion in new 
spending. That is trickle-down Government. 
And we do not need to go back to the failed 
days when you had a Democrat in the White 
House and Democrats running, the liberals 
running the Congress. Governor Clinton’s 
numbers don’t add up. He says, “Oh, I’m 
going to sock it to the rich.” All you guys 
driving a cab, being a nurse, teaching school, 
watch out: He’s coming after you. And we're 
not going to let him do that to the United 
States of America. 

And I would remind the entire country 
from this fired-up rally right here in Baton 
Rouge—the one I’m told is the biggest 
they've ever had here—what it was like a 
we had another guy sounding just like this 
in the White House, like Governor Clinton. 
We had interest rates at 21 percent. We had 
inflation at 15. We had a “misery index” of 
20. And we are not going to go back to those 
days. 

This guy—change—he and Ozone Man, 
all they do is say, change, change, change. 
That is all you'll have in your pocket if you 
put these two guys in office, believe me. 
We're the ones with the positive program. 
We want to renew, revolutionize education, 
K through 12, give the parents a choice of 
schools, religious, private, and public. Put 
your faith in the parents and in the teachers 
and in the community, not in some bureauc- 
racy in Washington, DC. 

We've got the best plan for reforming 
health care: making insurance available to the 
poorest of the poor through vouchers; tax 
credits to that next overworked and over- 
taxed part; get that insurance pooled so you 
bring the prices down; and then go after 
these malpractice lawsuits that are driving 
the cost of health care right up through the 
roof. 

We've got to teach those trial lawyers and 
Governor Clinton that people want reform 
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of the legal system. It’s a shame when people 
don’t dare coach Little League for foes of 
a crazy lawsuit, don’t dare help their fellow 
man along the highway for afraid of a crazy 
lawsuit, doctors don’t dare deliver babies for 
fear of a crazy lawsuit. It is time to stand 
up to the trial lawyers and put some liability 
limits on this insurance. 

And there’s another big difference. The 
other day in southern Louisiana, I signed a 
brandnew national energy strategy that 
changes this alternative minimum tax and 
says, look, we are going to get the oil fields 
back to work by giving them a tax break. 

And we've got a very good record in the 
environment. But it is Ozone Man—and this 
is why I call him that—who has said in Santa 
Barbara, California, “No more offshore drill- 
ing anywhere.” That is wrong. That is wrong 
for this country. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. But typical, one day he 
makes that statement in California, no more 
anywhere; then he comes here and hedges. 
Then they back—and said he didn’t say it. 
Then they played the tape to him right in 
Louisiana where he said, “No more drilling 
anywhere.” And now he said, “Well, yes, I 
said it, but ” You cannot have a lot of 
“buts” in the Oval Office. And Governor 
Clinton keeps going: One side of the issue 
one day, one side the next. 

No, you can’t have it all ways. You can’t 
be all things to all people in this job. You 
call them as you see them. If you make a 
mistake, you look the American people in the 
eye, like any family person would, and say, 
I was wrong. And then you go forward and 
lead the country. You don’t try to waffle. You 
don’t try to be on all sides of every question. 

And believe me, Governor Clinton wants 
to expand the American Government. And 
I want to expand the American dream for 
every kid here today. 

Now let’s talk about character and trust. 
I happen to believe that they're both impor- 
tant. I happen to believe they are both im- 
portant, because people look to the United 
States and to the President for just that kind 
of leadership. And Governor Clinton said in 
the debate, he said, “It’s not a question of 
the character of the President; it is the char- 
acter of the Presidency.” Wrong. They're 
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interlocked. You can’t separate them out for 
the time that the man is President. 

I mentioned Horace Greeley’s words in 
the last debate we had. But here’s the full 
quote. He said, “Fame is a vapor, popularity 
an accident, riches take wing; only character 
endures.” And that’s true, whether it’s in a 
family, whether it’s in a business deal, or 
whether it’s as President of the United States 
of America. 

And so, my pitch at the end is that we 
simply cannot take a risk on Governor Clin- 
ton. Neither his experience nor his character, 
given this position on one side or the other, 
is what’s right for this country at this time. 
We are the greatest nation. 

You know, Governor Clinton and Ozone 
go around telling everybody that we are a 
nation in decline, that we're less than Ger- 
many, that we are more than Sri Lanka. 
Wrong. We are the most respected nation 
on the face of the Earth, and we have made 
dramatic strides towards world peace. They 
don’t ever like to talk about foreign affairs. 
But let me tell you something on the eve 
of going to the polls. I am very proud to have 
been the President that has greatly reduced, 
if not eliminated, the threat of nuclear war 
from the face of the Earth. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, let me tell you 
something 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. I honestly believe we're 
going to get 4 more years tomorrow. 

You know, I have another big difference 
with Governor Clinton. It relates to war and 
peace. I am very proud that I wore the uni- 
form of this country and fought for my coun- 
try in combat. And the media elite don’t like 
it, but I still think it is wrong when your 
country is fighting to go to organize dem- 
onstrations in a foreign land against the Unit- 
ed States of America. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. And thank God we didn’t 
waffle when Saddam Hussein took over Ku- 
wait. Thank God we stood up and said this 
aggression will not stand. And thanks to the 
sons and daughters of Louisiana and others 
across this country, it did not stand. 
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And yesterday, a couple of days ago, 
there’s this marvelous dispatch out of Bagh- 
dad a couple of days ago; Saddam Hussein’s 
government announcing that they plan a 
party in downtown Baghdad of 500,000 peo- 
ple if I lose. Well, let me tell Saddam some- 
thing here tonight: He can put his party on 
hold. And he’d better live up to all those res- 
olutions of the United Nations and take the 
pressure off his people. Now, Saddam won't 
be happy, but I'll be happy that he’s not 
happy. Look at it that way. 

Now, let me ask you this. Imagine a year 
from today picking up a newspaper in your 
house and seeing that somewhere in the 
world or somewhere right at home there is 
a significant domestic crisis, an unforeseen 
crisis. Imagine that in this dangerous situa- 
tion an American leader, totally without ex- 
perience, completely untested, a leader 
about really whom we know very little still 
and what we do know is his troubling pattern 
of being on one side and then another and 
bringing this ingrained habit of trying to lead 
people by misleading them. And when that 
next crisis comes—and you know darn well 
it will—the entire world is going to be look- 
ing to the American President. Make no mis- 
take about that. And they will look to his ex- 
perience, and they will count on his char- 
acter. 

And I have been tested by fire. We have 
managed world change. It gets of almost Bib- 
lical proportions. And our success can be 
measured by the headlines that were never 
written, the countless crises that have never 
taken place, because we stayed firm and 
strong and never waffled. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

Audience members. George 
George Bush! George Bush! 

The President. The decision that we 
made on Desert Storm was made not be- 
cause it was popular. Think back to the dem- 
onstrations, to the reluctance of Congress, to 
the testimony before the Congress, counting 
millions of body bags that might return. It 
was not an easy call, and clearly it was not 
a popular call. But as President you have to 
make a call when you believe it was right, 
and that was the right thing to do. 


Bush! 
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And I will never forget that cold day up 
there in Camp David at our little chapel 
when Barbara and I literally prayed for the 
safety of the young men and women that 
were about to go to war. And let’s never for- 
get, we are one Nation under God, and in 
the Oval Office or in your families, we should 
never forget that. And we prayed those kids 
would come back. And back they came, with 
their heads high. And they lifted our country 
up and brought it together and erased the 
agony of Vietnam and made everybody 
proud, proud again to be Americans. 

And so yes, I do believe in honor, duty, 
and country. And I ask for you to remember 
that another crisis may occur, and we better 
have a Commander in Chief that shares those 
Louisiana values. Let me conclude now, 
we're getting near the end of the trail. This 
is the second-to-last campaign appearance 
that I'll ever make on my own behalf after 
half my adult life in public life—half in the 
private life right here, much of it in Louisi- 
ana; half of it in business, the other half in 
public life. And this is the end of the road 
in terms of the campaigning. 

And so let me ask you in all seriousness 
to think seriously about this and ask that you 
not take lightly your responsibility that you'll 
have tomorrow. You see, democracy was con- 
ceived from liberty, nurtured by freedom, 
and protected by the blood of those who 
came before us. And when you walk alone 
into that booth tomorrow, you'll not spend 
more than a couple of minutes. But your sin- 
gle voice will echo down the corridor of time. 
And with your vote, you will help shape the 
entire future of this, the most blessed, special 
nation that man has ever known and that God 
has ever created. And what we do together, 
what we do together tomorrow will cast its 
shadow At into eternity. 

And so your vote is an act of power, a state- 
ment of principle, and a messenger of possi- 
bility. And so like all the candidates, I ask 
only that you think deeply about our Nation, 
about those that need help, about our needs, 
because tomorrow the polls don’t matter. 
The pundits don’t count. On election day, 
it is the American people who speak their 
mind. And only conscience should be your 


guide. 
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And don’t let anyone tell you we're a na- 
tion in decline. We’ve come out of some very 
hard times. We're beginning to move. And 
I ask for your support for 4 more years to 
help every young person in this room enjoy 
the American dream. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you very much. Thank you and 
God bless you all. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 6:55 p.m. at 
the Baton Rouge Metropolitan Airport. In his 
remarks, he referred to actress Cheryl Ladd; 
Henson Moore, Assistant to the President for 
Intergovernmental Affairs; Fox McKeithen, 
secretary of state for Louisiana, and State 
representatives Chuck McMains and Carl 
Crane. 


Remarks at a Rally in Houston, Texas 
November 2, 1992 


The President. 
array—— 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. What an awesome array. 
What a great homecoming and a great wel- 
come back. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very, very 
much. Thank you, thank you. Thank you so 
very much. Thank all of you. And may I start 
by thanking this awesome array of wonderful 
people, Bob Hope and all the rest of them, 
for being with us tonight. Thank all of you 
from the bottom of our grateful hearts. 

Texas, that’s where it all started for Bar- 
bara and me: forty-four years ago when we 
moved out to Texas, west Texas, we voted 
in our first Presidential election out there; 
here in Houston, 30 years ago, when I gave 
my very first speech on my own behalf. And 
tonight, in Texas, I will give my last speech 
ever on my own behalf as a candidate for 
reelection as President of the United States. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. You know, when we drove 
that car out to Odessa 44 years ago, we were 


What an awesome 
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tired and we were worn out. Our spirits were 
high. We knew we had big things in front 
of us. And tonight we come home from an- 
other long, long journey a little tired, a little 
worn, but fired up because we are going to 
win this election tomorrow. 

We are on the verge of something big. We 
are on the verge of something very, very big, 
something historic in American politics: the 
biggest comeback in American political his- 
tory. And this guarantees it. I’m not much 
for predictions. No, I just tell the truth, and 
they think it’s hell. You remember Harry 
Truman? I’m not very much for predictions, 
but come Wednesday morning, there’s going 
to be a whole lot of pollsters looking around 
for something else to do. And America’s 
going to be moving forward. America will be 
moving forward again, united, strong, ready 
to move this country into the end of this cen- 
tury with a lot of power. And the bottom 
line is this: Yes, we will “Annoy the Media 
and Reelect Bush.” 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. We came to Texas, as I 
said, 44 years ago to begin our lives. I got 
the book-learning back East, but I learned 
about life right here in Texas, first at Corpus 
Christi, where I got my Navy wings. And yes, 
I am proud that I served my country in war 
and then out West, in the Permian Basin, 
and later right here in the Gulf Coast. We 
come here tonight to begin again, begin the 

rocess of American renewal, because we 

ow that we have changed the world. Now 
let’s get together and help change America 
and lift everybody up. 

And so the pundits say our campaign is 
against the odds. So what. I have a feeling 
the gods are smiling on us, and I know we’re 
going to win this campaign. And here is why: 
My confidence stems from a simple fact that 
even in this time of uncertainty and transi- 
tion, the American people share our values. 
And that’s one of the reasons we'll do it. 
Some simple, commonsense beliefs that Bar- 
bara and I learned right here in the great 
State of Texas. And I learned that the 
strength of our Nation does not end up on 
the marble mausoleums along the Potomac, 
but in the souls and the hearts of the hard- 
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working people in places like Tyler and Waco 
and Corpus and Houston. 

And while Governor Clinton dreams, while 
he dreams—— 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. ——while he dreams of 
expanding the American Government, I 
know what really matters: I want to expand 
the American dream. 

And in Texas, I learned that family and 
faith and certainly friends are all there really 
is. And that America always will be indivis- 
ible, undivided, one nation under God. It was 
here in west Texas in the oilfield I learned 
that a person’s word is worth $1 million, just 
the word of honor, and that if you don’t stand 
for something, you will fall for anything. And 
it was there that I learned that great nations, 
like great men, must keep their word of 
honor. And I have done that as President of 
the United States. Great men, like great na- 
tions, must also do that. 

And I learned about character. Character 
is what you are when no one’s looking, and 
what you say when no one is listening. And 
I learned that character really is the father 
of leadership—not money, not fame, not in- 
telligence. It is character. And here in Texas, 
or in the Oval Office, character counts. 

And most of all, right here in Texas at Sun- 
day dinners, or at those Friday night football 
games, I was reminded every single day that 
there is no place like this great Nation. We 
are a special land with a special spirit. There 
is no Sieve like America. And don’t let Clin- 
ton and Gore tell you we’re a nation in de- 
cline. We're a rising nation. 

We can solve any problem. And I want 
to lead this country to new heights for 4 more 
years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. And so I offer in this cam- 
paign a proven record of leadership, leader- 
ship that has literally revolutionized the 
world. Leadership that has been tested by 
fire. Leadership that has made our children 
dream the sweet dreams of peace instead of 
the nightmare of nuclear war. 

And I offer trust, not in Government but 
in you, the American people. And I offer a 
deep and abiding faith in the future of our 
great Nation. Clinton and Gore say we are 





2280 


in decline, something less than Germany but 
a little more than Sri Lanka. They are wrong. 
We are the United States of America, the 
greatest, freest Nation on the face of the 
Earth. 


And I learned a lot about life. I learned 
a lot about life right here. I learned that you 
fight when your back is up against the wall. 
You never give up when you're behind. You 
push on and you fight for what you believe 
in. And you will win. 


There is no way that Barbara and I can 
ever adequately say thank you—not pos- 
sible—thank you to the people in this room, 
thank you to the people of Texas, thank you 
to our friends here. I will single out one per- 
son who is at my side once again in the battle 
of my life, and that is Jim Baker of Houston, 
Texas, our great Secretary of State. And I 
remind you that time and again our political 
journeys, we’ve defeated the odds. And time 
and again we've proved the naysayers wrong. 
I think America likes a comeback. I think 
they like somebody that fights for what he 
believes in. And that’s what I am doing, right 
here, right down to the wire. 


Audience members. Four more years! 


Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. Did you see the dispatch 
out of Baghdad a couple of days ago? Saddam 
Hussein is said to be planning a party in the 
streets of Baghdad for 500,000 Iraqis if we 
lose. But tonight I have a message for my 
friend Saddam Hussein: Cancel. Cancel the 
celebration. Cancel the celebration. We are 
going to win, and we are going to make you 
adhere to every single resolution passed by 
the United Nations. 


You know, I will readily contend that I’ve 
never been too hot with words, and I think 
you know that. In fact, some of the more 
elite pundits say I can’t finish a sentence. 
Well, they may be right from time to time. 
But I'll tell you something, though. I think 
you also know, I think especially the people 
here do, that I care very deeply about our 
Nation. And I believe that we must treat this 
precious treasure with great care. America 
is something that has been passed on to us. 
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And we must shape it. We must improve it. 
We must help people and be kind to people. 
And then we must pass that on to our kids 
and to our grandkids. 


And tomorrow, you participate in a ritual, 
a sacred ritual of stewardship, a ritual that 
was conceived by liberty and nurtured by 
freedom and defended by the blood of those 
who came before. And when you walk alone 
into the voting booth, you will not spend 
more than a couple of minutes, but your 
voice will echo down the corridors of history. 
And with your vote, you are going to help 
shape the future of this, the most blessed, 
special nation that man has ever known and 
God has helped create. And so, look at your 
vote—especially the young people—look at 
your vote as an act of power, a statement 
of principle. And tonight, I ask only that you 
think deeply about our Nation and about its 
needs. Because tomorrow, the polls don’t 
matter, the pundits don’t count. On election 
day, only conscience should be your guide. 


And when America votes their conscience, 
we will unleash a great power, a power 
stronger than any tank, faster than any air- 
plane. This power will sweep past the cynics 
and the pundits and the pollster, and it will 
sweep us into office. And it will lift America 
up, it will lift us up to new heights for all. 
Don’t listen to those critics and those pes- 
simists who can only win by telling you se 
bad things are. We can solve the problems. 
But we are the greatest, fairest, freest nation 
on the face of the Earth. And I ask for your 
trust and your support to lead our great coun- 
try for 4 more years. 


Thank you—a most magnificent welcome 
home. And may God bless you all. May God 
bless our great country, the United States of 
America. Thank you all very much. Now, let’s 
go do it. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:42 p.m. at 
the Houston Astro Arena. In his remarks, he 
referred to entertainer Bob Hope. A tape was 
not available for verification of the content 
of these remarks. 
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Statement on Signing the High Seas 
Driftnet Fisheries = ba Act 


November 2, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 2152, 
the “High Seas Driftnet Fisheries Enforce- 
ment Act.” 

H.R. 2152 calls for a number of measures 
in support of United Nations General Assem- 
bly Resolutions 44/225, 45/197, and 46/215, 
which pertain to large-scale driftnet fishing 
and its impact on the living marine resources 
of the world’s oceans and seas. The Act also 
calls for measures to address unregulated 
fishing in the area of the Central Bering Sea 
that is beyond the jurisdiction of the United 
States and the Russian Federation. 

As a principal cosponsor of all three Reso- 
lutions, the United States has demonstrated 
strong leadership to address the problems of 
wastefulness and harm to the ecosystem 
caused by this fishing technique. I am grate- 
ful for the cooperation and support of many 
concerned countries that contributed to the 
successful adoption of the Resolutions. The 
United States has a particular interest in the 
effective implementation of the Resolutions 
because of the threat that driftnet fishing 
poses to living marine resources on the high 
seas. 

It was appropriate that the United Nations 
General Assembly, by its Resolution 46/215, 
called upon all members of the international 
community to ensure that a global morato- 
rium on all large-scale driftnet fishing is fully 
implemented by December 31, 1992. The 
Resolution is consistent with our treaty com- 
mitments under the Wellington Convention 
done on November 24, 1989. 

Through this Act, the United States rein- 
forces its commitment to cooperate with all 
concerned nations to ensure that the morato- 
rium is implemented on time. The United 
States urges that all nations take appropriate 
measures to prohibit their nationals and fish- 
ing vessels flying their flags from undertaking 
any activities contrary to Resolution 46/215, 
and to impose appropriate penalties for such 
activities. 

For its part, the United States has already 
taken steps, through the enactment of Public 
Law 101-627 on November 28, 1990, to pro- 
hibit any U.S. national from engaging in 
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large-scale driftnet fishing in areas subject to 
the jurisdiction of the United States, as well 
as in areas beyond the 200-nautical mile ex- 
clusive economic zone of any nation. 

With respect to problems posed by un- 
regulated fishing in the Central Bering Sea, 
the United States is pleased with the success 
achieved with other concerned countries, in- 
cluding the Russian Federation, in securing 
an agreement voluntarily to suspend fishin 
in the area during 1993 and 1994. The Ad- 
ministration intends to continue actively to 
pursue a longer term conservation and man- 
agement regime for this area. 

Contrary to long-standing Administration 
policy, this Act unfortunately requires the 
Government to charge access fees for mari- 
time freight rate information that exceed the 
cost of disseminating the information. It also 
imposes fees on private sector resale of Gov- 
ernment information. These provisions im- 
pede the flow of public information from the 
Government. They run counter to Federal 
information policy and the traditions of the 
Copyright Act and the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act. 

Some provisions of the Act could be con- 
strued to encroach upon the President’s au- 
thority under the Constitution to conduct 
foreign relations, including the unfettered 
conduct of negotiations with foreign nations. 
To avoid constitutional questions that might 
otherwise arise, I will construe all of these 
provisions to be advisory, not mandatory. 
With respect to section 203, which states the 
“sense of the Congress” concerning trade ne- 
gotiations, I note that my Administration has 
taken the initiative in bringing environmental 
issues into our overall trade agenda. 

Finally, I note that section 101 of the bill 
will be interpreted in accord with the recog- 
nized principles of international law. Those 
principles recognize the right of innocent 
passage of ships of all states through the terri- 
torial sea, a right that shall not be hampered. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
November 2, 1992. 


Note: This statement follows the text as re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on November 2. 
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Remarks in Houston on the Results 
of the Presidential Election 


November 3, 1992 


The President. Thank you. Thank you 
very, very much. Hey, listen, we’ve got to 
get going. Thank you. Thank you very much. 
Hey, listen, you guys. 

Audience 


. Thank you, George! 
Thank you, George! Thank you, George! 

The President. Hey, thank you very 
much. Look, thank you so much. Well, here’s 
the way I see it. Here’s the way we see it 
and the country should see it, that the people 
have spoken. And we respect the majesty of 
the democratic system. 

I just called Governor Clinton over in Lit- 
tle Rock and offered my congratulations. He 
did run a strong campaign. I wish him well 
in the White House. And I want the country 
to know that our entire administration will 
work closely with his team to ensure the 
smooth transition of power. There is impor- 
tant work to be done, and America must al- 
ways come first. So we will get behind this 
new President and wish him well. 

To all who voted for us, voted for me here, 
especially here, but all across the country, 
thank you for your support. We have fought 
the good fight, and we've kept the faith. And 
I believe I have upheld the honor of the Pres- 
idency of the United States. Now I ask that 
we stand behind our new President. Regard- 
less of our differences, all Americans share 
the same purpose: to make this, the world’s 
greatest nation, more safe and more secure 
and to guarantee every American a shot at 
the American dream. 

I would like to thank so many of you who 
have worked beside me to improve America 
and to literally change the world. Let me 
thank our great Vice President, Dan Quayle. 
You know, in the face of a tremendous 
pounding, he stood for what he believes in. 
He will always have my profound gratitude 
and certainly my respect. 

I would like to salute so many that did 
special work: Rich Bond up at the RNC; Bob 
Teeter, who ran the campaign; Bob 
Mosbacher; our entire campaign team. 
They've run a valiant effort in a very, very 
difficult year. I also want to salute the mem- 
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bers of the Cabinet, all of whom who have 
served this Nation with honor, with integrity, 
and with great distinction. And I would like 
to single out two leaders who represent the 
ideal in public service. Together they've 
helped lead the world through a period of 
unprecedented transition. I’m talking, of 
course, about my National Security Adviser, 
Brent Scowcroft, and my good friend and fel- 
low Texan, our Secretary of State, Jim Baker. 

Finally, of course, I want to thank my en- 
tire family, with a special emphasis on a 
woman named Barbara. She’s inspired this 
entire Nation, and I think the country will 
always be grateful. 

But tonight is really not a night for speech- 
es. But I want to share a special message 
with the young people of America. You see, 
I remain absolutely convinced that we are 
a rising nation. We have been in an extraor- 
dinarily difficult period. But do not be de- 
terred, kept away from public service by the 
smoke and fire of a campaign year or the 
ugliness of politics. As for me, I’m going to 
serve and try to find ways to help people. 
But I plan to get very active in the grandchild 
business and in finding ways to help others. 
But I urge you, the young people of this 
country, to participate in the political proc- 
ess. It needs your idealism. It needs your 
drive. It needs your conviction. 

And again, my thanks, my congratulations 
to Governor Clinton; to his running mate, 
Senator Gore. And a special thanks to each 
and every one of you, many of you who have 
been at my side in every single political bat- 
tle. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you very, very much. Thank you 


so much. Thank you. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at 
the Westin Galleria Hotel. In his remarks, 
he referred to Rich Bond, chairman, Repub- 
lican National Committee; Robert Teeter, 
campaign chairman, Bush-Quayle 92; and 


‘Robert Mosbacher, general chairman, Bush- 


Quayle 92. These remarks were released by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on Novem- 
ber 4. 
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Remarks at a Welcome Home 
Ceremony 


November 4, 1992 


Thank you so very much. What a fantastic 
welcome back. Maybe you didn’t read the 
election returns; it didn’t work out quite the 
way we wanted. This is a fantastic return 
home, and it gives me a chance to just say 
thank you all so very much. I know most in 
one way or another have worked here and 
contributed to this administration of which 
I will always be extraordinarily proud. 


I see some leaders here from the Con- 
gress. I especially want to thank Bob Dole. 
If you heard him last night, that was a class 
act. We have a great Cabinet, great top offi- 
cials, and then everybody else helping out 
there. It means so much to Barbara and me. 


Now we will go inside, start readjusting. 
But you have given us a marvelous lift. And 
let me just say about the guy standing next 
to me, we are so grateful to Dan Quayle for 
everything he did. The guy almost killed him- 
self out there, hard work day in and day out, 
and what he wasn’t doing Marilyn was. And 
so was Barbara Bush. So, I think we owe all 
of them a great vote. 


But I can think of nothing other to say 
than say let’s finish this job with style, let’s 
get the job done, cooperate fully with the 
new administration. The Government goes 
on, as well it should, and we will support 
the new President and give him every chance 
to lead this country into greater heights. 


So, I am very grateful to all of you. It’s 
been a wonderful 4 years, and nobody can 
take that away from any of us. It’s been good 
and strong, and I think we've really contrib- 
uted something to the country. And maybe 
history will record it that way. 


Thank you all very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House. 
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Memorandum of Disapproval for the 
Revenue Act of 1992 


November 4, 1992 


I am withholding my approval of H.R. 11, 
the “Revenue Act of 1992,” because it in- 
cludes numerous tax increases, violates fiscal 
discipline, and would destroy jobs and under- 
mine small business. The urban aid provi- 
sions that were once the centerpiece of the 
bill have been submerged by billions of dol- 


lars in giveaways to special interests. 


My Administration’s agenda for tax legisla- 
tion has been clear from the outset: a focused 
measure to encourage economic growth, ad- 
dress the needs of economically deprived 
urban and rural areas, and make a limited 
number of significant and broadly supported 
changes in the tax law. While certain provi- 
sions in H.R. 11 meet these objectives, the 
bill as a whole does not. Its 647 pages contain 
more than 600 provisions, require more than 
25 new studies or reports, set up 4 new com- 
missions and advisory groups, and mandate 
numerous new demonstration and pilot 
projects. Most of these provisions are unre- 
lated to the true needs of the economy and 
the American people. 


The original focus of the bill—to help revi- 
talize America’s inner cities—has been lost 
in a blizzard of special interest pleadings. In 
fact, the enterprise zones provisions in H.R. 
11 account for less than 10 percent of the 
revenue cost of the measure. While the en- 
terprise zones provisions are a step in the 
right direction, more than 75 percent of all 
seriously distressed communities are left out 
in the cold. In addition, the capital incentives 
are far too limited. My proposal would grant 
eligibility to all areas that meet objective cri- 
teria. My proposal also would provide a com- 
plete exclusion from capital gains taxation for 
all investors in enterprise zone businesses, in- 
cluding gains from goodwill, the principal 


asset created by small business. 


The bill’s other major urban aid provision, 
which authorizes assistance to distressed 
communities, is also inadequate. My “Weed 
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and Seed” proposal, currently being imple- 
mented on a pilot basis, coordinates Federal 
assistance to drug- and crime-ridden neigh- 
borhoods and targets much of the assistance 
to enterprise zone communities. H.R. 11 falls 
short of my plan. The bill adopts a business- 
as-usual approach to dispensing Federal as- 
sistance. It ignores the Administration’s bot- 
tom-up method of combining strong law en- 
forcement with resources to assist residents 
and neighborhoods in attaining economic 
self-sufficiency. Finally, communities cur- 
rently benefitting from the pilot program 
could be denied continued funding because 
they may not be located in enterprise zones. 
It is regrettable that the Congress has not 
included a “Weed and Seed” program in a 
bill that I can sign. 

The revenue provisions of H.R. 11 include 
some of my proposals, but omit three major 
components of my economic growth agenda. 
These are my proposals to provide a credit 
for first-time homebuyers; capital gains tax 
relief for start-up businesses; and incentives 
for investment in capital equipment. On bal- 
ance, the revenue provisions of H.R. 11 are 
unacceptable. They would: 

e Raise $33 billion in new taxes over 5 
years on a wide array of American fami- 
lies, workers, and small businesses. 
Increase taxes on individuals, including 
middle-class taxpayers, in numerous 
ways. For example, the bill limits deduc- 
tions for moving expenses and for losses 
resulting from theft, fires, and natural 
disasters. 

Repeal the 100 percent estimated tax 
safe harbor for small businesses. This 
would throw a monkey wrench into the 
primary engine of job creation. 

Raise numerous taxes on large employ- 
ers, which will slow the recovery and 
undermine our competitive position in 
world markets. 

Lose about $2.5 billion in revenue as 
a result of more than 50 special relief 
provisions for limited numbers of tax- 
payers that have no policy justification. 
Impose needless and costly paperwork 
and recordkeeping burdens on the pri- 
vate sector. 

H.R. 11 goes 180 degrees in the wrong 

direction in its treatment of expiring provi- 
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sions of tax law. It would make permanent 
those expiring measures that are very costly 
and have negligible long-term benefits ac- 
cording to a broad range of government and 
a sector analysts. In contrast, the bill 
ails to make permanent the research and de- 
velopment tax credit and the deduction for 
25 percent of health insurance premiums 
paid by self-employed individuals. It also fails 
to raise the health insurance deduction to 
100 percent, as I have proposed. 

The bill’s Medicare provisions move in the 
opposite direction from the consensus view 
that we need to contain rising health care 
costs. They would increase Medicare costs 
by an estimated $3 billion over 5 years. For 
example, they invite a flood of costly lawsuits 
to challenge Medicare payments made as 
long as 6 years ago. These provisions would 
burden the courts and undermine consistent 
nationwide application of Medicare rules. 

Another costly provision of H.R. 11 would 
permanently divert income taxes from the 
general fund of the Treasury to the Railroad 
Pension Fund. According to the Railroad Re- 
tirement Board, by the year 2016 this tax- 
payer subsidy could add $13 billion to this 
single industry pension fund. The diversion 
would set a dangerous precedent for other 
industry pension plans that may seek Federal 
taxpayer support in the future. 

H.R. 11 abandons all pretense of fiscal dis- 
cipline. It would increase the deficit in fiscal 
years 1994, 1995, and 1996. “Mandatory” 
spending would rise by more than $7 billion 
over 5 years—at a time of growing consensus 
that this portion of the budget must be 
brought under control. 

The bill also arbitrarily increases statutory 
spending limits to allow roughly $600 million 
in increased payments to Medicare contrac- 
tors for administrative costs. To benefit these 
companies, the Senate voted by the narrow- 
est possible margin to waive its own rule re- 
quiring compliance with legal spending lim- 
its. These limits on discretionary spending 
were agreed to by bipartisan majorities of 
both Houses of Congress. It is irresponsible 
to waive them to benefit one group of compa- 
nies. 

I regret that my disapproval of H.R. 11 
will prevent the enactment this year of many 
provisions that have my full support. How- 
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ever, the bill’s benefits are overwhelmed by 
provisions that would endanger economic 
growth. I am therefore compelled to with- 
hold my approval. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 4, 1992. 


Note: This memorandum follows the text as 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on November 4. 


Statement on Signing the Veterans 
Health Care Act of 1992 


November 4, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 5193, 
the “Veterans Health Care Act of 1992.” This 
legislation will improve the delivery of health 
care and other services to our Nation’s veter- 
ans. 

H.R. 5193 implements the Administra- 
tion’s proposal to establish the Persian Gulf 
War Veterans Health Registry within the De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA). This reg- 
istry is a reflection of our Nation’s commit- 
ment to the men and women who served in 
the Persian Gulf War. Iraqi troops retreating 
from Kuwait maliciously set fire to many Ku- 
waiti oil wells, blanketing the region in thick 
black smoke. In the aftermath of the war, 
many veterans exposed to those oil fire pol- 
lutants and other environmental hazards in 
the area expressed concern for their health. 
This provision will enable VA to learn more 
about, and deal effectively with, potential 
health problems by providing a complete 
physical examination to any Persian Gulf vet- 
eran who requests it. The results of the ex- 
aminations will be maintained in the registry 
and will be available if needed for scientific 
research. 

H.R. 5193 also authorizes VA to provide 
counseling services to women who suffer the 
trauma of being sexually assaulted or har- 
assed during their military service. Sexual 
harassment of women in any setting is abhor- 
rent. We must continue working to make cer- 
tain that such behavior does not occur. Nev- 
ertheless, when it does occur, we must be 
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prepared to assist the victims. H.R. 5193 will 
do exactly that. 

A number of other provisions to improve 
services to veterans are included in this bill. 
For example, H.R. 5193 implements an Ad- 
ministration proposal to provide a permanent 
authorization for VA’s State home construc- 
tion program. Through this VA-State part- 
nership, VA helps with the construction and 
renovation of veterans homes operated by 
the States. Over the years, these facilities 
have provided much needed nursing home 
and domiciliary care to thousands of disabled 
and elderly veterans. The bill also extends 
VA’s successful respite care program, under 
which disabled veterans living at home are 
hospitalized for short periods to give family 
caregivers a period of “respite.” In addition, 
H.R. 5193 continues a VA scholarship pro- 
= used primarily for nurses, which pays 
or a student’s education in exchange for 
service at VA medical facilities. 

I have previously warned of the enormous 
and extremely costly burden imposed by var- 
ious congressional reporting requirements. 
Notwithstanding these concerns, H.R. 5193 
includes no less than 12 separate provisions 
requiring the Secretary of Veterans Affairs 
to submit reports to the Congress. I must 
again object to such costly requirements and 
call on the Congress to end the incessant im- 
position of onerous reporting requirements. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 4, 1992. 


Note: This statement follows the text as re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on November 4. 


Statement on Signing the National 
= 


Aeronautics an ace 
Administration Authorization Act, 
Fiscal Year 1993 


November 4, 1992 


Today I am signing into law H.R. 6135, 
the “National Aeronautics and Space Admin- 
istration Authorization Act, Fiscal Year 
1993.” Our civil space program is a major 
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contributor to this Nation’s status as a world 
leader. H.R. 6135 authorizes the continu- 
ation of space research and technology pro- 
grams that are vital to the future of our coun- 
try and its ability not only to remain competi- 
tive in today’s technological world, but also 
to be the leader. I proposed these programs 
to the Congress because I was convinced that 
the United States must not relinquish its 
leadership role in space. The world continues 
to look to us in space exploration, and also 
in global environmental monitoring, aero- 
nautics, materials, propulsion, and life 
sciences, among other areas. The Congress 
has endorsed these initiatives by passage of 
H.R. 6135. 

I am particularly pleased that this Act con- 
tinues Space Station Freedom and the Earth 
Observing System, at close to the funding 
level I proposed. The Space Station is abso- 
lutely vital to the continued exploration and 
understanding of our next ‘Frontier. The 
Earth Observing System is of critical impor- 
tance to the understanding of our home plan- 
et and the environmental changes it may be 
undergoing. 

I regret that the Congress chose to reduce 
substantially the funding for certain impor- 
tant initiatives—a new launch system, the 
National Aero-Space Plane, and the Space 
Exploration Initiative. 

This Act also authorizes funds for the Na- 
tional Space Council, the Department of 
Transportation’s Office of Commercial Space 
Transportation, and the Department of 
Commerce’s Office of Space Commerce. 
These offices provide important guidance 
and support in the development and imple- 
mentation of our space policies. 

In connection with the establishment of 
an Earth Observing System program, the Act 
requires the Administrator of the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration 
(NASA) to carry out a program of earth ob- 
servation “that addresses the highest priority 
international climate change research goals 
as defined by the Committee on Earth and 
Environmental Sciences and the Intergov- 
ernmental Panel on Climate Change.” Be- 
cause the members of the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change—jointly formed by 
the United Nations Environmental Pro- 
gramme and the World Meteorological Orga- 
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nization—are not appointed in conformity 
with the Appointments Clause of the Con- 
stitution, Article II, section 2, clause 2, they 
may not exercise significant governmental 
power under the laws of the United States. 
Accordingly, I sign this bill with the under- 
standing that any future work of the Inter- 
—— Panel on Climate Change shall 

e treated as advisory and that the Adminis- 
trator of NASA shall retain authority to de- 
termine the scope and content of the Federal 


program. 
George Bush 


The White House, 
November 4, 1992. 


Note: This statement follows the text as re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
at the White House on November 4. 


Proclamation 6503—National 
Wome:: Veterans Recognition Week, 
1992 


November 4, 1992 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


More than one million American women 
are veterans of our Armed Forces, and as 
we celebrate the end of the Cold War and 
the promise of increasing cooperation and 
peace in the world, it is fitting that we offer 
a special salute to each of them. In peacetime 
and in time of peril, and in a variety of de- 
manding roles, women service members have 
demonstrated great skill, sacrifice, and devo- 
tion to freedom. 

Although World War II marked the first, 
large-scale entry of women into the Armed 
Forces, it was not the first conflict to test 
the courage and patriotism of American 
women. As early as our Nation’s War for 
Independence, the contributions of women 
proved to be essential to the preservation of 
liberty. Women served as suppliers, scouts, 
and nurses for the Continental Army, and 
later, when our Nation faced a bitter war be- 
tween the States, women again answered the 
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call to duty. The extraordinary efforts of hun- 
dreds of women nurses during the Spanish- 
American War led to the establishment of 
the Army Nurse Corps in the early years of 
this century, and by World War I, the Navy 
and Coast Guard were also enlisting women. 

Women achieved full military status dur- 
ing World War II, and tens of thousands 
served with distinction as members of the 
Women’s Army Auxiliary Corps (WACS), 
Women Accepted for Voluntary Emergency 
Service (WAVES), and the Women Airforce 
Service Pilots. This week we remember, es- 
pecially, those who made the ultimate sac- 
rifice in the line of duty. 

Shortly after World War II, the Women’s 
Armed Services Integration Act authorized 
permanent status for women in the military, 
and since that time, women have continued 
to amass an impressive record of service and 
sacrifice. In Korea, Vietnam, Panama, and 
the Persian Gulf, America’s service women 
have excelled as active duty and Reserve 
members of our Army, Navy, Air Force, Ma- 
rine Corps, and Coast Guard. 

As we salute women veterans for their con- 
tributions to our national security and to the 
defense of freedom around the globe, we also 
recognize their continuing contributions in 
civilian life. In keeping with the highest tradi- 
tions of generations of former military per- 
sonnel, many women veterans are actively 
engaged in efforts to improve their commu- 
nities and to promote a strong America. 

The Congress, by Public Law 102-517, has 
designated the week of November 8 through 
November 14, 1992, as “National Women 
Veterans Recognition Week” and has re- 
quested the President to issue a proclamation 
in observance of this week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week of November 8 
through November 14, 1992, as National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week. I urge 
all Americans to observe this week with ap- 
propriate programs, ceremonies, and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fourth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine- 
ty-two, and of the Independence of the Unit- 


2287 


ed States of America the two hundred and 
seventeenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:32 a.m., November 5, 1992] 


Note: This proclamation was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on November 
5, and it was published in the Federal Reg- 
ister on November 6. 


Executive Order 12820—Facilitating 
Federal Employees’ Participation in 
Community Service Activities 


November 5, 1992 


e Constitution and the laws of the Unit- 
ed States of America, including Public Law 
101-610, as amended, and in order to ensure 
that the Federal Government encourages its 
employees’ participation in community serv- 
ice, it is hereby neal as follows: 

Section 1. Charge to the Cabinet and 
Members of the Executive Branch Depart- 
ments and Agencies. 

(a) The head of each Executive depart- 
ment and agency shall encourage agency em- 
ployees to participate voluntarily in direct 
and consequential community service. Com- 
munity service participation may include, 
among other things, participation in pro- 
grams, activities and initiatives designed to 
address problems such as drug abuse, crime, 
homelessness, illiteracy, AIDS, teenage preg- 
nancy, and hunger, and problems associated 
with low-income housing, education, health 
care and the environment. The White House 
Office of National Service and the Commis- 
sion on National and Community Service 
shall serve as a resource to provide informa- 
tion and support. 

(b) The head of each Executive depart- 
ment and agency shall designate a senior offi- 
cial of his or her department and agency to 
provide leadership in and support for the 
Federal commitment to community service 
through employee awareness and participa- 
tion within his or her department and agency. 
The senior official shall report to his or her 


BY the authority vested in me as President 
byt 
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department or agency head to ensure that 
community service activities receive a high 
level of visibility and promotion. 

(c) The head of each Executive depart- 
ment and agency shall designate an existing 
office in his or her department or agency to 
perform the functions listed below. The of- 
fice shall serve as the Office of Community 
Service and will be responsible for: 

(1) Providing information to employees of 
the department or agency concerning com- 
munity service opportunities; 

(2) Working with the White House Office 
of National Service and the Office of Person- 
nel Management to consider any appropriate 
changes in department or agency policies or 
practices that would encourage employee 
participation in community service activities; 
and 

(3) Acting as a liaison with the White 
House Office of National Service and the 
Commission on National and Community 
Service. 

Sec. 2. Administrative Provisions. 

The White House Office of National Serv- 
ice and the Commission on National and 
Community Service shall provide such infor- 
mation with respect to community service 
programs and activities and such advice and 
assistance as may be required by the depart- 
ments and agencies for the purpose of carry- 
ing out their functions under this order. 

Sec. 3. Reporting Provisions. 

The head of each Executive department 
or agency, or his or her designee, shall submit 
an annual report on the actions the depart- 
ment or agency has taken to encourage its 
employees to participate in community serv- 
ice to the White House Office of National 
Service not later than December 30 each 
year. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 5, 1992. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:02 a.m., November 6.]} 


Note: This Executive order was published in 
the Federal Register on November 9. 
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Points of Light Recognition Program 


The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 


tcan. 








October 31 
Volunteers in Corrections, Inc., of St. Paul, MN 
November 1 


Volunteers of the Burnet County Library Sys- 
tem, of Burnet, TX 


November 2 


Volunteers of the Johns Hopkins University 
Tutorial Project, of Baltimore, MD 


November 3 

Loi Van Nguyen, of Grand Rapids, MI 
November 4 

Colonel Victor Ferrari, of San Antonio, TX 
November 5 

Joe Anna Caldwell, of Jacksonville, IL 
November 6 

Volunteers of Our Kids, of Sacramento, CA 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 





October 29! 

The President announced his intention to 
designate Paul Calabresi, of Rhode Island, 
to be Chairman of the National Cancer Advi- 
sory Board for the term expiring March 9, 
1994. 


1 These announcements were not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 
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The White House announced that the 
President had a telephone conversation with 
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia to discuss 
the situation in Moscow. 


October 31 

In the morning, President and Mrs. Bush 
traveled from Racine, WI, to Burlington, WI, 
where they boarded the Spirit of America 
train for a trip through Wisconsin. They 
— at Sussex, Oshkosh, Stevens Point, 
and Chippewa Falls where the whistlestop 
tour onded. In the evening, they traveled to 
La Crosse, WI. 


November 1 

In the morning, the President held an 
interview with Frank Sesno for “Newsmaker 
Sunday” on CNN-TV at the La Crosse 
County Republican Headquarters. The 
President then traveled to Auburn Hills, MI, 
where, in the afternoon, he held interviews 
with the local media. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Stratford, CT, and then on to Short Hills, 
NJ. 


November 2 
In the morning, the President traveled to 
Madison, NJ, Glenolden, PA, and in the 
afternoon to Akron, OH, and Louisville, KY. 
In the evening, the President traveled to 
Baton Rouge, LA, and Houston, TX, where 
he was joined by Mrs. Bush. 


November 3 

In the morning, President and Mrs. Bush 
went to St. Mary’s Seminary in Houston 
where they voted. In the afternoon, they at- 
tended a reception at the Manor House of 
the Houstonian Hotel, and in the evening, 
they went to the Westin Galleria Hotel. 


November 4 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to Washington, DC. 


November 5 
In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—the Vice President; James A. Baker III, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff; 
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—members of the Cabinet. 

In the afternoon, President and Mrs. Bush 
traveled to Camp David, MD, for the week- 
end. 


November 6 

The President selected the following indi- 
viduals to represent him during the cere- 
monies commemorating the 50th annive 
of the arrival of General MacArthur’s head- 
quarters on November 6, 1942: 
Head of Delegation: 
Ambassador Everett Bierman, of Virginia. 
Delegates: 
Reynaldo Maduro, of Maryland. 
Rear Admiral James Carey, of Virginia. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 


issue. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the Of- 
fice of the Press Secretary that are neither 
printed as items nor covered by entries in 
the Digest of Other White House Announce- 


ments. 





Released October 30! 


Announcement: 

Signing of H.R. 429, the Reclamation 
Projects Authorization and Adjustment Act 
of 1992 


1 These items were not received in time for 
publication in the appropriate issue. 
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Transcript: 
Remarks and question-and-answer session— 
by Gov. William Donald Schaefer in St. 
Louis, MO 


Released November 6 


Statement: 
White House staff's transition cooperation 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Note: No acts approved by the President 
were received by the Office of the Federal 
Register during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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Export controls, administration—2074 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis- 
tration—1851, 2197 
National Telecommunications and Information 
Administration—2157 
Secretary—1826, 2074, 2157, 2188 


1843, 1919, 2007, 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Commerce, Department of—Continued 
Travel and Tourism Administration, U.S.— 
1826 
Commerce, international 
See also specific country or subject 
Exports, U.S.—1754, 1880 
Free and fair trade—1882, 1927, 1972 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT)—1877, 2111, 2137 
Protectionism—2057 
Trade negotiations and agreements—1846, 
1877, 1881, 1944, 1986, 2056, 2111 
Commerce, Justice, and State, the Judiciary, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 1993, 
Departments of —1874 
Commission. See other part of subject 
Committee. See other part of subject 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission—2185 
Commonwealth of Independent States 
Armenia. See Armenia 
Belarus. See Belarus 
Economic assistance—1872, 2104 
Estonia. See Estonia 
Kazakhstan. See Kazakhstan 
Latvia. See Latvia 
Lithuania. See Lithuania 
Nagorno-Karabakh crises—1838 
Russia. See Russia 
Ukraine. See Ukraine 
Communications 
Cable television legislation—1860, 1866, 2055 
Digital audio recording—2188 
Telecommunications—2157 
Community Relations Service. See Justice, De- 
partment of 
Community Service, Presidential Youth Award 
For—2184 
Competitiveness Council—1874 
Competitiveness Policy Council—2214 
Computers. See Science and technology 
Congress 
See also specific subject 
Domestic legislation—1826, 1842, 2171 
Foreign lobbyists—1988 
Printing requirements for 
bills—1869 
Term limitations—1952 
Conservation 
See also Environment 
Forest preservation—2199 
Park system—1966, 2133, 2134, 2154, 2158 
River preservation—2103 
Wetlands preservation—2148 
Wilderness and wildlife preservation—1795, 
1889, 2057, 2064 
Construction industry, Federal funding—2087 
Corps of Engineers. See Army, Department of 
the 
Council. See other part of subject 


appropriations 
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Country Music Month—1966 

Courts Administration Act of 1992, Federal— 
2212 

Courts, U.S. See specific court 

Crime. See Law enforcement and crime 

CSCE. See Security and Cooperation in Europe, 
Conference on 

Cuba 
Democracy and freedom—2071, 2073, 2075 
President—2071, 2072, 2075 

Customer Service Week, National—1886 

Customs Service, U.S. See Treasury, Depart- 
ment of the 

Cyprus 
Conflict resolution—1976 
Turkish Cypriot leader—1976 
U.S. Special Coordinator—1977 


Defense and national security 
Defense production authority—2187 
Military strength and deterrence—1841, 1914, 
1958, 2058, 2073, 2119 
Defense, Department of 
See also specific military department 
Budget—1836, 1875, 2073 
Counternarcotics assistance—1831 
Disaster assistance—1831 
Hazardous waste laws, compliance—1868 
Joint Chiefs of Staff—1908, 2083 
Secretary—1845, 1908, 2073, 2074, 2083 
Deficit, Federal. See Budget, Federal 
Delaware 
President’s visit—1860 
Republican Party event—1893 
Delaware River Port Authority—2158 
Democracy and freedom—1958 
Democratic Party, Presidential nominee—1752- 
1754, 1757, 1761, 1763, 1764, 1767-1771, 
1777-1785, 1788, 1791, 1793, 1796-1810, 
1815-1824, 1851-1859, 1862, 1863, 1879, 
1881-1885, 1899-1903, 1925, 1927-1931, 1933, 
1943, 1971-1973, 1978, 1979, 2002, 2004, 
2006, 2008, 2011, 2013-2018, 2020, 2021, 
2023, 2024, 2026, 2027, 2029-2036, 2039- 
2048, 2051, 2052, 2054, 2055, 2057, 2058, 
2061-2063, 2077, 2083, 2086, 2090-2092, 
2097-2099, 2107, 2109-2113, 2115-2120, 2125, 
2126, 2129-2132, 2135, 2138, 2140-2145, 
2150, 2152, 2153, 2159-2169, 2171-2173, 
2175, 2178, 2189-2192, 2195-2197, 2201-2203 
Department. See other part of subject 
Developing countries 
See also specific country or region 
Environmental cooperation—1935 
Development, Agency for International. See De- 
velopment Cooperation Agency, U.S. Inter- 
national 
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Development Cooperation Agency, U.S. Inter- 
national, Development, Agency for Inter- 
national (AID)—1833, 1836, 1872, 2096, 2105 

Disabled persons, rehabilitation programs—2198 

Disaster assistance 
Emergency funding —2087 
Florida flooding and tornadoes—1894 
Guam typhoon—2067 
Hurricane Andrew—1893, 1936, 1937, 2067 
Hurricane Iniki—1936, 1937, 2067 
Iowa flooding—1848 
Mississippi tornadoes—2066 
Wisconsin flooding—1847 

Discrimination. See Civil rights 

District of Columbia, budget—1825 

Domestic policy 
See also specific subject 
Administration’s _ legislative 

1931, 1949, 1972, 1974, 2126 
Urban programs—2007 

Drug abuse and trafficking 
See also Law enforcement and crime 
Asset forfeiture—2186 
International cooperation—1831 
Prevention efforts—1792, 1873, 1918, 1951, 

2053 

Drug Control Policy, Office of National—1874 

Drug Enforcement Administration. See Justice, 
Department of 

Drug-Free America, National Commission on 
Measured Response to Achieve a—1968 

Drug-Free America, National Red Ribbon Week 
for a—2065 


EC. See European Community 
Economy, national 
See also Banking; Budget, Federal; Com- 
merce, international 
Agenda for American Renewal—1752, 1851, 
1912 
Environmental policies, impact—2103 
Growth—2050, 2076, 2084, 2136, 2145, 2190, 
2201 
Inflation and interest rates—2178 
Education 
See also specific institution 
Bilingual education—2057 
College costs—2056, 2077, 2117 
Funding—1754, 1962, 2011, 2120, 2149, 2204 
Quality—1799, 1832, 1960, 2050, 2053, 2102, 
2150 
Education Association, National—2120 
Education, Department of 
Secretary—2198 
Educational Goals Panel, National—1832 
Educational Research and Improvement, Na- 
tional Advisory Council on—1848 
Elections 
See also specific State; Democratic Party 


agenda—1928, 
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Elections—Continued 
Foreign elections. See specific country 
Fundraisers and rallies—1756, 1846-1848, 
1883, 1894, 1968, 1969, 2002, 2038, 2045, 
2060, 2151, 2159 
Growth—2084 
News media coverage—2084, 2100, 2193 
Presidential debates—1903, 1943, 1979 
Ross Perot’s Presidential campaign—1903, 
1931, 1943, 1978, 1979, 2004, 2006, 2013, 
2049, 2080, 2100, 2180, 2207 
Whistlestop tours—1761, 1762, 1765, 1767, 
1768, 1770, 1776, 1779, 1780, 1783, 2012, 
2014, 2017, 2019, 2023, 2025, 2028, 2031 
Emergency Management Agency, Federal— 
1893 
Emergency Refugee and Migration Assistance 
Fund—1866 
Employment and unemployment 
Equal opportunity—1812, 1843 
Federal employees. See Government agencies 
and employees 
Job training—1910, 2083, 2119, 2150 
Energy 
Alternative fuels—1834, 2110 
Legislation—1842 
National energy strategy—2093, 2094, 2116 
Natural gas—1865 
Oil—2103 
Energy and Water Development Appropriations 
Act, 1993—1840, 1841 
Energy Awareness Month—1934 
Energy, Department of 
Budget—1841, 1865 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission— 
2095 
Global climate change workshop—1935 
Hazardous waste laws, compliance—1868 
Secretary—2094-2096 
Enterprise for the Americas Initiative—1872 
Enterprise zones—1815, 2007, 2085 
Environment 
See also Conservation 
Air quality—1835, 1978, 2132 
Economic growth, impact—2055 
Funding—1870 
Global climate change—1935 
Hazardous wastes—1868, 1976 
International cooperation—1870, 1871, 1878 
Legislation—1795 
Environmental Protection Agency—1870, 1871, 
1890, 1978 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission— 
1968 


Estonia, economic assistance—2184 
Eurasia Foundation—1847 
Europe 

See also specific country 

U.S. Military role—1908, 2073 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


European Community—1845, 2111 

Executive Office of the President. See specific 
office or council 

Export Council, President’s—1894 

Export Enhancement Program (EEP)—2111 

Export-Import Bank of the U.S.—1872 

Exports, U.S. See Commerce, international 


Farm Credit Administration—1894 

Federal. See other part of subject 

Federalism—1876 

Fire Prevention Week—1774 

Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. See Interior, De- 
partment of the 

Flooding. See Disaster assistance 

Florida 
Flooding and tornadoes—1894 
Hurricane Andrew—1893, 1936, 1937, 2067, 

2079 
President’s visits—1851, 
2074 

Republican Party event—1893 

Food and Agricultural Development, Board for 
International—1969 

Foreign Assets Control, Office of. See Treasury, 
Department of the 

Foreign Intelligence Advisory Board, Presi- 
dent’s—1968 

Foreign Missions, Office of. See State, Depart- 
ment of 

Foreign Operations, Export Financing, and Re- 
lated Programs Appropriations Act, 1993— 
1872 

Foreign policy. See specific country, region, or 
subject 

Forest Products Week, National—2022 

Foundation. See other part of subject 

Fraternal Order of Police, National—1899 

FREEDOM Support Act—2085, 2104 

Freedom. See Space program, space station 


General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(GATT). See Commerce, international 
Georgia 
Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games— 
1872 
President’s visit—2003, 2012, 2014, 2017 
Germany, state funeral for Willy Brandt, U.S. 
representatives—1969 
“GI bill” for children. See Education, funding 
Glass Ceiling Commission—1843 
Government agencies and employees 
See also specific agency 
Accountability, proposed legislation—1873 
Funding—1836 
Hazardous waste laws, compliance—1868, 
1976 
Management improvement—1939 
Pay—1760 
Presidential appointees—1812 


1854, 1857, 2071, 
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Government agencies and employees— 
Continued 
Reform—1997 
Women and minorities—1992 
Government Ethics, Office of—1941 
Granite Rock Co.—1938 
Guam, typhoon—2067 
Gun control. See Law enforcement and crime 


Haiti 
President—1828-1830, 2086 
Refugees—2085 
U.S. national emergency, report—1827, 1830 
Hawaii 
Forest preservation—2199 
Hurricane Iniki—1936, 1937, 2067 
Public lands administration—1876 
Health and Human Services, Department of 
Budget—1836 
Food and Drug Administration—2208 
Health, National Institutes of—1920, 2080, 
2208 
Indian Health Service—1865, 2199 
Medicaid and Medicare—1852 
Secretary—1759, 1834, 2010, 
2095, 2157, 2158 
Social Security—1852, 
2057, 2080 
Health and medical care 
Acquired immune deficiency 
1920, 2010, 2080, 2081, 2208 
Breast cancer—2080, 2157 
Family planning—1759 
Health care reform—1852, 1954, 1972, 2009, 
2048, 2121 
Insurance—2077, 2102, 2119, 2179 
Prevention programs—2156, 2198 
Health, National Institutes of. See Health and 
Human Services, Department of 
Highways. See Transportation 
Hispanic Americans, President's Advisory Com- 
mission on Educational Excellence for—1968 
Hispanic Chamber of Commerce, U.S.—1846 
Holocaust Memorial Council, U.S.—1865 
Housing 
Affordability—2007 
Federal role—2186 
Homeownership—1871 
Housing Administration, Federal. See Housing 
and Urban Development, Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of 
Assistant Secretary—1867 
Budget—1870, 2067 
Chief Financial Officer—1867 
Federal Housing Administration—1871 
Government-sponsored enterprises—2186 


2077, 2080, 


1922, 1957, 2006, 


syndrome— 
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Housing and Urban Development, Department 
of—Continued 
Housing Enterprise Oversight, Office of Fed- 
eral—2187 
Secretary—2095, 2187 
Human rights. See specific country 


Illinois 
President’s visit—1751, 1756 
Republican Party event—1756 
Immigration and naturalization 
See also specific country 
Refugee admissions—1843 
Immigration and Naturalization Service. See Jus- 
tice, Department of 
Indian Education, White House Conference 
on—1892 
Indian Health Service. See Health and Human 
Services, Department of 
Indians, American 
Federal assistance—1834, 1941, 2182, 2198 
Language preservation—2133 
Tribal recognition legislation—2036 
Industry. See specific industry; Business and in- 
dustry 
Inflation. See Economy, national 
Institute. See other part of subject 
Insurance industry 
Automobile insurance—1972, 1974 
Medical insurance. See Health and medical 
care 
Interest rates. See Economy, national 
Interior, Department of the 
Budget—1865, 2067 
Bureau of Reclamation—1841 
Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S.—1795 
Secretary—1865, 1941, 1966, 2064, 2103, 
2132, 2154, 2158 
Internal Revenue Service. See Treasury, Depart- 
ment of the 
International. See other part of subject 
Investigation, Federal Bureau of. See Justice, 
Department of 
Iowa 
Flooding—1848 
President’s visit—2135 
Iran 
Export controls, U.S.—2074 
U.S. national emergency—2123 
Iraq 
See also Persian Gulf conflict 
Export controls, U.S.—2074 
Government assets held by U.S.—2037 
President—1879, 1992, 1993, 1995, 2004 
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Iraq—Continued 


United Nations Security Council resolutions— 
2037 

U.S. assistance before Persian Gulf conflict— 
1995, 2004, 2054 

Israel 

Economic assistance—1872 

Prime Minister—1776 

U.S. military assistance—1776 


1 eae Americans—1786 
John F. Kennedy Assassination Records Collec- 
tion Act of 1992—2134 
Justice, Department of 
Attorney General—1826, 2074, 2106, 2134, 
2135, 2158, 2182, 2186 
Community Relations Service—1760 
Drug Enforcement Administration—1875, 
1920 
Federal Bureau of Investigation—1875 
Immigration and Naturalization Service—1875 
Internal Revenue Service—1875 


Kansas, natural, historical, and cultural site pres- 
ervation—2134 
Kazakhstan, nuclear weapons removal—1836 
Kennedy Center. See Smithsonian Institution 
Kentucky 
President’s visits—2060, 2141, 2145 
Republican Party event—2060 
Kenya, Somali refugees—1866 
Kuwait 
Amir—1879 
Elections—1879 


Labor, Department of 
Budget—2067 
Secretary—1843, 1936 
Labor issues 
See also specific industry 
Federal role—2005 
Larry King Show—1885, 1894, 2215 
Latvia, economic assistance—2184 
Law enforcement and crime 
See also Drug abuse and trafficking 
Anticrime legislation—1789, 1793, 1817, 1826, 
1875, 1951, 2108, 2204 
Carjacking—1788, 2106, 2122 
Child support enforcement—1818, 1832, 2122 
Domestic violence—2155, 2156 
Federal funding—1899 
Gun control—1951, 2115 
Money laundering—2186 
Prisons—2079 
Victims of crime—1787, 1821, 1883, 1900 
“Weed and Seed” program—1790, 1792, 2080 
Legal Services Corporation—1833, 1875 
Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 1993— 
1873 
Leif Erikson Day—1773 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Lithuania, economic assistance—2184 
Louisiana—1937 
Hurricane Andrew—1936, 1937, 2067 
President’s visits—1879, 1882, 2093, 2097 
Republican Party event—1894 


Malcolm Baldrige National Quality Awards— 
1938 
Management and Budget, Office of —1874, 2187 
Management Improvement, President’s Council 
on—1939 
Maritime affairs, dolphin protection—2133 
Maryland, Governor—2213 
Massachusetts 
Natural, historical, and cultural site preserva- 
tion—2132, 2154 
President’s visit—1848 
Republican Party event—1848 
Medicaid and Medicare. See Health and Human 
Services, Department of 
Medical care. See Health and medical care 
Medical Staff Services Awareness Week—2213 
Mental Illness Awareness Week—1838 
Mexico 
Environmental cooperation—1871 
Free trade negotiations with Canada and 
U.S.—1846, 1877, 1880 
President—1846, 1877, 
1944 
MIA’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 
Michigan 
Natural, historical, and cultural site preserva- 
tion—2158 
President’s visits—1770, 1776, 1779, 1780, 
1783, 1930, 1978, 1979, 2002, 2106, 2189, 
2194, 2201 
Republican Party events—1968, 2002 
Middle East, peace efforts—2206 
Military peed wes Board of Visitors to the 
U.S.—2067 
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, 
Federal—1903 
Mint, U.S. See Treasury, Department of the 
Mississippi, tornadoes—2066 
Missouri 
President’s visits—1787, 
2215 
Republican Party event—1846 
Monetary Fund, International—1872, 2104 
Montana, President’s visit—2114 
Mozambique, civil conflict—1867 


1878, 1880, 1882, 


1903, 1925, 2213, 


Namibia, nuclear weapons agreement—1936 
NASA. See Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, National 
National. See other part of subject 
Native Americans. See Indians, American 
NATO. See North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
Navy, Department of the 
See also Armed Forces, U.S. 
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Navy, Department of the—Continued 
Secretary O’Keefe—1844 
Turkish naval missile accident—1845 

NBC Television—1900, 2214 

Neurofibromatosis Awareness 
tional—1975 

New Jersey 
President’s visits—1820, 

2038, 2042, 2045, 2048 

Republican Party event—1969 

New Mexico, President’s visit—2129 

New York Times—1813, 1853 

News media. See specific publication or station; 
Elections 

Newsweek—1764 

North American free trade agreement. See Com- 
merce, international, trade negotiations and 
agreements 

North Atlantic Treaty Organization—1845, 1908, 
1958 

North Carolina, President’s visit—2023, 2025, 
2028, 2031, 2034 

Nuclear weapons 
Arms control negotiations and agreements— 

1831, 1836, 1914, 1936 

Nonproliferation—1794 
Testing—1841 


Month, Na- 


1822, 1969, 1971, 


OAS. See States, Organization of American 
Occupational Therapy Day, National—1938 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Na- 
tional. See Commerce, Department of 
Office. See other part of subject 
Ohio 
Natural, historical, and cultural preservation— 
1966 
President’s visitt—1761, 1762, 1765, 1767, 
1768, 1899, 1901, 2151, 2159, 2163, 2166, 
2170 
Republican Party event—1894 
Older Americans Act Amendments of 1992— 
1834 
Olympic Committee, U.S.—1872 
Organization. See other part of subject 


Pacific region. See Asia-Pacific region 
Pakistan, disaster assistance—1831 
Panama 
Environmental cooperation—1870 
Government assets held by U.S.—1866 
Panama Canal, Commission for the Study of 
Alternatives to the—1893, 2215 
Park System, National. See Conservation 
Peace Corps—1872 
Pennsylvania 
President’s visit—1926 
Republican Party event—1968 
Persian Gulf conflict 
See also specific country 
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Persian Gulf conflict—Continued 

Alleged U.S. diplomatic concessions—1993, 
2004 

Personnel Management, Office of —1876 

Physical Fitness and Sports, President’s Council 
on—1894 

Points of Light, recipients—1846, 1893, 1967, 
2066, 2214 

Police, International Association of Chiefs of— 
2106 

Polish-American Heritage Month—1942 

Pollution. See Environment 

Postal Service, U.S.—1874 

POW’s. See Armed Forces, U.S. 

Presidential. See other part of subject 

President’s. See other part of subject 

Project KIDS. See Children and youth, child 
support 

Public Service, National Advisory Council on 
the—2066 

Pulaski Memorial Day, General—1886 


Reclamation, Bureau of. See Interior, Depart- 
ment of the 
Red Cross, American—1838 
Red Cross, International—1838, 1845 
Refugee Day—2200 
Refugees. See specific country or region 
Republican Party, Presidential campaign. See 
Elections 
Research and development. See Science and 
technology 
Reserve System, Federal—1913, 2185 
Resolution Trust Corporation—1871 
Ritz-Carlton Hotel Co—1938 
Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife Ref- 
uge Act of 1992—1889 
Rosh Hashanah—1751 
Russia 
Economic assistance—2085 
Korean Airlines Flight 007 investigation— 
1939 
Nuclear weapons disposal—1836, 1914 
POW and MIA investigation—2060 
President—1836, 1914, 1939, 2058, 2060, 
2085 
U.S. Ambassador—1939 


Satellites. See Space program 
Scholars, Commission on Presidential—2066 
School Lunch Week, National—1839 
Science and technology 
Computers—1754 
Funding—1840, 1841 
Research and development—1752, 1871 
Space program. See Space program 
Super collider—1840, 1841 
Science and Technology, President’s Council of 
Advisors on—1969, 2215 
Science Foundation, National—2105 
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Science, President’s Committee on the National 
Medal of—1894 

Security and Cooperation in Europe, Con- 
ference on—1838 

Security, national. See Defense and national s2- 
curity 

Security telecommunications committee. See 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee, 
President’s National Securi 

Small Business Administration—2049, 2184 

Small business. See Business and industry 

Smithsonian Institution 
Budget—1865 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 

Arts—2214 

Social Security. See Health and Human Services, 
Department of 

Somalia, humanitarian assistance—1866, 1916, 
2206 

South Carolina, President’s visit—2109 

South Dakota, President’s visit—2109 

South Pacific Commission—1893 

Soviet Union. See Commonwealth of Independ- 
ent States 

Space program 
Funding—1870 
Satellites—2182 
Space station—1870, 2082 

Speaker of House of Representatives—1982 

Sports 
Baseball—2005, 2016 
Olympic games—1872 

START. See Nuclear weapons, arms control ne- 
gotiations and agreements 

State and local governments 
See also specific State or subject 
Child support enforcement—1819, 1833 
Environment—1976 

State, Department of 
Acting Secretary—1831, 1832 
Ambassadors. See specific country 
Budget—1836, 1872 
Office of Foreign Missions—1760 
Secretary—1870, 2004, 2038 
Treaties and conventions, report—1831 

States, Organization of American—1828, 1830, 
2086 

Super collider. See Science and technology 

Supreme Court of the U.S.—1759, 1865, 1869, 
1874, 1876, 1900, 2178 


Taxation 

Capital gains—2203, 2083 

Gasoline tax—2080, 2118, 2180 

Health insurance tax credits and deductions— 

2048 

Homebuyers tax credits—2007 

International agreements. See specific country 
Technology Initiative, National—1751 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Technology. See Science and technology 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee, Presi- 
dent’s National Security—1894 
Telecommunications. See Communications 
Telephone & Telegraph Co., American—1938 
Tennessee, President’s visits—1795, 1798, 1802, 
1805, 1808, 2215 
Texas 
President’s visits—1791, 1877, 1883 
Republican Party events—1846, 1883, 1894 
Texas Instruments Inc.—1938 
Tornadoes. See disaster assistance 
Tourism Policy and Export Promotion Act of 
1992—1826 
Trade Representative, Office of the U.S.—1915 
Trade. See Commerce, international 
Transportation, Department of 
Auto labeling, consumer information—1870 
Budget—1869 
Secretary—2082, 2183 
oe highways—1869, 2183 
Travel and Tourism Administration, U.S. See 
Commerce, Department of 
Treasury, Department of the 
Customs Service, U.S.—1829, 1873 
Foreign Assets Control, Office of—1828 
Internal Revenue Service—1833 
Mint, U.S.—1872 
Secretary—1864, 2037, 2186 
Treasury, Postal Service, and General Govern- 
ment Appropriations Act, 1993—1873 
Turkey 
Naval missile accident—1845 
President—1845 
Prime Minister—1845 


Ukraine, nuclear weapons removal—1836 

Unemployment. See Employment and unem- 
ployment 

United Nations 
Cyprus conflict. See Cyprus 
Environmental protection programs—1935 
High Commissioner for Refugees—1845 
Secretary-General—1976 
Security Council—1978 
Yugoslavia conflict. See Yugoslavia 

U.S. See other part of subject 

Uruguay round tariff negotiations. See Com- 
merce, international, General Agreement on 
Tariffs and Trade 

USA Today—1881 


Veterans 
Benefits—1870, 2104, 2182, 2211 
Employment—2083, 2119 
Veterans Affairs, Department of 
Budget—1870 
Secretary—1775, 2182 
Veterans Day—1887 
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Vietnam, POW 
U.S.—2059 
Virginia, President’s visit- 


and MIA cooperation with 


Wall Street Journal——2! 
Washington Post—1853, 1947 
“Weed and Seed 
ment ana < 
Weekly Reader—1884 
Welfare system, reform—2146 
West Side Uight Raid Project—1893 
White Cane Safety Day—1786 
White House, 200th anniversary 
Whit suse Office 
Assistants to President 
National Service, Director—2184 
Press Secretaryv—1776, 1795, 1832, 
1866, 1867, 1878, 1889, 1936, 
1939, 1978, 2132 
Associate Counsel to President—1868 


progra Law entorce- 


1me 


~1890 


1838, 
1938, 
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White House Office—Continued 
Chief of Staff Baker—1848, 1893, 1968, 1969, 
2066 
Deputy Assistant to President for Policy Plan- 
ning, Development, and Speechwriting— 
1832 
Special Assistant to President for Intergovern- 
mental Affairs—1877 
Wildlife Federation, National—1882 
Wisconsin 
Flooding—1847 
President’s visits—1816, 1817, 2215 
Republican Party event—1847 
WPLG Television—2067 
WWOR Television—2048 


Youth. See Children and youth 
Yugoslavia 
Bosnia. See Bosnia-Hercegovina 
Civil conflict—1844, 1916 








Name Index 


Administration of George Bush, 1992 


Acuff, Roy—1808 

Alderman, Clifford T.—1877 
Alexander, Lamar—1799, 1806 
Amos, Kent B.—1968 

Andrews, John K., Jr.—1848, 1849 
Aristide, Jean-Bertrand—1828, 1830 
Amold, Myra—2066 


Bader, William—1847 

Baker, James A., 
1968, 1969, 
2206 

Baldrige, Malcolm—1938 

Bales, Andrew—2066 

Barnes, Ramona L.—1968 

Beach, Chester Paul, Jr.—1868 

Bernstein, Stuart A.—2214 

Bishop, Ann—2074 

Bond, Christopher $.—1925 

Boswell, Eric ].—1760 

Boutros-Ghali, Boutros—1976-1978 

Bradley, Tom—2011, 2049, 2085 
2176, 2210 
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